
Public Safety Sub-Committee Meeting - Minutes of September 21, 2016  

 
Participants:  L. Jempson, G. Price, T. DeSantis, P. Early, Z. Hall, S. Wilkinson, A. Rodriguez, A. 

Reinertson, M. Williams, S. Fries, G. Gonzalez 
 

Guests:    None 

1. INTRODUCTIONS – 3:30 p.m.                                                                                      

2. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Vincent Avila, a former Police Captain for the City of South Gate and Moreno Valley resident, 

thanked the City for a positive experience he had with the Public Works/Transportation 

Department relative to parking problems on Championship Drive.  He was impressed that staff 

met him onsite to go over his concerns.    

Council Members Jempson and Council Member Price thanked Mr. Avila for his positive 

comments. 

Kimberly Davis, a former Immigration Officer and Moreno Valley resident, spoke about her 

concerns relating to increase in crime.  

Assistant City Manager Tom DeSantis explained that crime has actually decreased and asked for 

her contact information to provide her with crime statistics. Lt. Hall provided a brief history on 

how crime investigations are handled.  

Task following discussion: 

1. Lt. Zachary Hall to contact Ms. Davis and provide her a report on crime 

statistics.  Follow-Up (PD) 

3. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES   

ACTION:  Council Member Jempson moved and Council Member Price seconded, to approve 

the Minutes of August 11, 2016 

4.  ORDINANCE REGARDING HOTEL REGULATIONS 

  Assistant City Attorney Paul Early provided background and explained that per Council 
Member Jempson and Mayor Pro Tem Giba’s request, the City Attorney’s Office drafted 
an Ordinance that would restrict the renting of hotel premises/rooms on an hourly 
basis.   

 



The Ordinance would prohibit short-term (less than a standard overnight period) rental 
of hotel rooms to address concerns about secondary effects which can contribute to an 
increase in criminal activity, health and safety concerns for the community, and increase 
service demands on law enforcement agencies.   

Paul Early explained that the draft ordinance was prepared by Interim City Attorney 
Steve Quintanilla and circulated to departments for review. Paul Early indicated that 
Police Chief Ontiveros expressed concerns on the practical enforcement and requested 
that it be presented to the PSSC for discussion.    

Assistant City Manager Tom DeSantis added that Chief Ontiveros’ concerns included the 
following: 

 What record keeping requirements would be imposed on the hotel 
industry? 

 Who would be tasked with regulating what and under what authority 
would these records be inspected? 

 Would there be a search warrant required to search the records? 

 Would this be a Code Enforcement or a criminal matter? 

Paul Early explained that the draft ordinance does not address the procedural and 
practical concerns presented by Chief Ontiveros. 

Council Member Price asked if staff is aware of any hotels that are currently renting 
rooms on an hourly basis and if a hotel operator’s association exists in Moreno Valley.   

Paul Early explained that he is not aware of any association and the best way to confirm 
if hotels are renting rooms on an hourly basis would be to conduct an undercover sting 
operation.  He explained that based on his past experience with other city jurisdictions, 
hourly rental is common with older hotel construction and since Moreno Valley has 
newer hotel construction this may not be common here. 

Lt. Hall stated that the key is to address what is the legitimate purpose of renting a hotel 
room for an hour.   

  Council Member Price and Council Member Jempson recommended that staff draft a 
new ordinance addressing Chief Ontiveros’ concerns.   

1.  City Attorney’s Office to draft a new ordinance to include 

procedural and practical steps. Follow-Up (CA) 

 

   



5.  ANIMAL SERVICES REPORT – (Written Report Only) 

A written report was submitted prior to the meeting.  

Council Member Jempson, regarding a comment by a rescue group relative to being excluded 

from acknowledgement in a recent Press Enterprise article, suggested that when interviewed by 

the press, staff make it a point to acknowledge rescue groups as a team and thank them for 

their efforts.  Administrative Services Director Terrie Stevens and Animal Services Division 

Manager explained that unfortunately it is out of their control what the press writes on their 

articles. Tom DeSantis clarified that said article does acknowledge the rescue groups. 

Council Member Price asked if the City has conducted staff training on how to speak to the 

Press.  Tom DeSantis explained that the City is in the process of finalizing the Public Information 

Officer recruitment and should have someone on board soon.    

In response to Council Member Price regarding Youth Fest participation, Steve Fries explained 

that last year the Animal Shelter sent two officers with their dogs, who are professionally 

trained, but this year did not attend due to one of the dogs having surgery and the other being 

unavailable due to competition. However, they are scheduled to attend next year’s event. 

6A. FIRE SERVICES STATUS REPORT – (Written Report Only)  

A written report was submitted prior to the meeting.   

Battalion Chief Mark Williams provided an overview of the written report. 

Council Member Jempson reminded staff that it is Fire Prevention month. 

In reply to Council Member Price, Chief Williams reviewed Fire’s process relative to involvement 

on fire damaged properties and explained that these cases are reported to Building and Safety 

for enforcement. 

6B. FIRE PREVENTION REPORT – (Written Report Only)  

A written Report was submitted prior to the meeting.  There were no questions from the 

Committee. 

6C. OEM REPORT – (Written Report Only) 

A written Report was submitted prior to the meeting.   

Council Member Jempson thanked the City for being prepared for the anticipated El Niño storm 

and asked if any of the costs were reimbursed.  Emergency Management Program Manager Alia 

Rodriguez confirmed that no reimbursement was received. 



Paul Early reported that reimbursement of $15,000 was received for El Niño storm preparation 

costs incurred by the City on a privately owned property that failed to comply with City 

requirements. 

7A.  POLICE PERSONNEL STATUS REPORT – (Written Report Only)  

A written Report was submitted prior to the meeting. There were no questions from the 
Committee. 
 
In reply to Council Member Jempson and Council Member Price, Lt. Hall reviewed the personnel 
report, and explained that modified duties are offered to injured officers. 
 
Council Member Price asked for a status on the recruitments for the Community Services 
Officers (CSO) and asked that filling these positions be made a priority.  Lt. Hall explained that it 
is a process for the County of Riverside Sheriff’s Department to establish an eligibility list but 
their goal is to fill the positions as soon as possible.  
 
In reply to Council Member Jempson, Lt. Hall reported that two officers for the Commercial 
Enforcement positions were selected, the training was identified, and the truck is in the 
purchasing status.   

1. Lt. Zachary Hall to contact the County Sheriff’s PD to get a status on the 

CSO positions. Follow-Up (PD) 

7B. POLICE UPDATED ORGANIZATIONAL CHART – (Written Report Only)   

The organizational chart was submitted prior to the meeting.  There were no questions from the 
Committee. 
 

8. Prop 57 Update – (Written Report Only) 
  

Thomas DeSantis provided an overview of Prop 57 and after a brief discussion, the Committee 
accepted the report. 
 

10. FUTURE ITEMS: 

A. Preventive Enforcement of Illegal Fireworks  
B. Update on the JPA Feasibility Study 

 
Per Council Member Price’s request, Thomas DeSantis provided an overview of the 
purpose of the JPA Feasibility Study. 
 
 

Meeting adjourned at 4:28 p.m. 


