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alarm “chirps”, warning the battery is low, replace the battery right away. 
• Be sure the smoke alarm has the label of a recognized testing laboratory. 
• Alarms that are hard-wired (and include battery backup) must be installed by a qualified 

electrician. 
• An ionization alarm with a hush button or a photoelectric alarm should be used if the 

alarm is within 20 feet of a cooking appliance. 
• Smoke alarms are available for people who are deaf or hard of hearing. These devices use 

strobe lights. Vibration devices can be added to these alarms. 
 

The Moreno Valley Fire Department offers the following 
safety cooking tips: 

The holidays are here and many families gather in the kitchen to spend time together, but 
it can be one of the most hazardous rooms in the house if you don't practice safe cooking 
behaviors. Cooking equipment, most often a range or stovetop, is the leading cause of 
reported home fires and home fire injuries in the United States. Cooking equipment is 
also the leading cause of unreported fires and associated injuries. 

Practice the following safety cooking behaviors: 

• The leading cause of fires in the kitchen is unattended cooking. 
• Stay in the kitchen when you are frying, grilling, or broiling food. If you leave the 

kitchen for even a short period of time, turn off the stove. 
• If you are simmering, baking, roasting, or boiling food, check it regularly, remain 

in the home while food is cooking, and use a timer to remind you that you're 
cooking. 

• Stay alert! To prevent cooking fires, you have to be alert. You won't be if you are 
sleepy, have been drinking alcohol, or have taken medicine that makes you 
drowsy. 

• Cook only with equipment designed and intended for cooking, and heat your 
home only with equipment designed and intended for heating. There is additional 
danger of fire, injury, or death if equipment is used for a purpose for which it was 
not intended. 

Important safety information for when using a turkey fryer: 

The delicious deep-fried turkey has quickly grown in popularity but 
safety experts are concerned that backyard chefs may be sacrificing fire 
safety for good taste.  

If you absolutely must use a turkey fryer, please use the following tips: 
• Turkey fryers should always be used outdoors a safe distance 

from buildings and any other flammable materials.  
• Never use turkey fryers in a garage or on a wooden deck.  



• Make sure the fryers are used on a flat surface to reduce accidental tipping.  
• Never leave the fryer unattended. Most units do not have thermostat controls. If 

you do not watch the fryer carefully, the oil will continue to heat until it catches 
fire.  

• Never let children or pets near the fryer even if it is not in use. The oil inside the 
cooking pot can remain dangerously hot hours after use.  

• To avoid oil spillover, do not overfill the fryer.  
• Use well-insulated potholders or oven mitts when touching pot or lid handles. If 

possible, wear safety goggles to protect your eyes from oil splatter.  
• Make sure the turkey is completely thawed and be careful with marinades. Oil and 

water do not mix, and water causes oil to spill over causing a fire or even an 
explosion hazard.  

• The National Turkey Federation (NTF) recommends thawing the turkey in the 
refrigerator approximately 24 hours for every five pounds in weight.  

• Keep an all-purpose fire extinguisher nearby. Never use water to extinguish a 
grease fire. If the fire is manageable, use your all-purpose fire extinguisher. If the 
fire increases, immediately call the fire department for help.  

The importance of fire safety during the holiday season: 

The Office of Emergency Management would like to emphasize the importance of fire safety 
during this holiday season by providing some preparedness and prevention tips. Many residents 
bring live trees into their houses to celebrate the holiday season, but those live trees tend to dry 
out over time and can become fire hazards. It is recommended that in addition to watering and 
caring for your tree, that everyone keeps candles and other sources of ignition well away from 
their live trees. Other points that may help in ensuring safety are: 
 

• Keep trees securely upright in a stand to ensure that it will not 
accidentally tip over or be knocked over by children or pets 

• Keep your tree away from any and all heat sources. This includes 
electrical outlets, radiators, space heaters, and fireplaces.  

• Make sure natural trees are well watered. 
• If you have purchased an artificial tree, please make sure it is labeled 

“fire retardant”. 
• Unplug the tree lights before leaving your home or before going to 

bed. 
• Use a maximum of three strands of tree lights on a single extension 

cord. 
• Dispose of your tree at an appropriate recycling center promptly after 

the holiday season. Your community may also offer pick-up services from your home—
this is also a good option.   
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