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Highland Fairview's Logistic Facility Honored as
Largest Building of its kind to Earn 'LEED-Gold" in
the U.S.

1.8 Million Square-Foot Facility, home of Sketchers North American Distribution Center, Sets Record for
Green Building sustainable development

L To investors who

PR Newswire want to retire
Unsted Business Modia ‘ Comfo rtab Iy.

RANCHO BELAGIO, Calif., Feb. 19, 2013 /PRNewswire via COMTEX -- The U.S. Green ‘

Building Council (USGRC), the leading authority in green building will present the Highland If you have a $500 000

portfolio, download the

Fairview-Skechers next generation Logistics Facility the Leadership in Energy and
guide by Forbes columnist

4 O

Environmental Design (LEED) Gold Certification at a ceremony next Friday. February 22 at
9 a.m. at 29800 Eucalypius Ave. , in Rancho Belago, CA (eastern portion of Moreno

Valley). .

The 1.8 million square-foot facility is the largest building of its kind in the United States to and money manager Ken
receive this honor. j Fisher's firm. It's called
The USGBC, LEED Gold Certification ceremony will be held Friday, February 22 at 9:00 - ' —

a.m. at the building and will be attended by representatives of the Office of the Governor The 15-M|nut=e

of California, County of Riverside and City of Moreno Valley, along with VIPs and Retirement Plan”

community feaders.

"We are honored to receive this unique recognition, A LEED Gold designation is a
tremendous achievement for any project. To be recognized as the largest, most advanced
sustainable development of its kind in the United States is especially rewarding,” said
Highland Fairview President & Chief Executive Officer iddo Benzeevi. "To achieve this level
of sustainability at this scale required new and innovative approaches to design, the
integration of state-of-the-art technologies and advanced construction systems. I'm proud
to have been a part of bringing this national recognition to our region.” T
"SKECHERS is committed to growing its business in a way that conserves natural Most Popuiar
resources, protects the environment and reduces waste,"” said David Weinberg,

SKECHERS Chief Operating Officer and Chief Financial Officer, "In addition to efficiently
distributing our product across North America, the SKECHERS Rancho Belago facility is an !
outstanding example of how large corporations can grow their business while also i
promoting earth-friendly practices. We're proud of the design innovation and 'green’
features that can be found throughout the facility.”

The global logistics center, which serves as the North American distribution headquarters
for SKECHERS USA, incorporates Highland Fairview's Complete Life Cycle approach {o
sustainable development which includes extensive use of recycled construction building
materials, the latest technology in irrigation and water utilization, storm water treatment,
advanced solar power generation systems, and advanced environmentally-friendly
materials to name a few. The facility also makes extensive use of parabolic skylights to
increase natural lighting in all areas, low water-use fixtures, and recycled water repurposed
for irrigation.

LEED, administered by the United States Green Building Council, is a comprehensive
system to define, measure and designate "green buildings.” Certification in the national 4.
recognition program is based on strict standards in five key areas: site planning, water
management, energy, material use and indoor environmental quality.

The Highland Fairview-Skechers Logistics Center has become a landmark in the area and
is known for its design. With 1.8 million square feet of space, the global logistics center is
the first building in a planned eco-friendly logistics campus that will add thousands of new

| Click Here fo Download Your Guide!
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Report to City Council

TO: Mayor and City Council
FROM: Barry Foster, Community & Economic Development Director
AGENDA DATE: May 22, 2012

TITLE: PUBLIC HEARING REGARDING THE EXPANSION OF THE
APPLICATIONS FOR A GENERAL PLAN AMENDMENT (PA12-
0010), CHANGE OF ZONE (PA12-0012) AND SPECIFIC PLAN
(PA12-013) FOR THE WORLD LOGISTICS CENTER PROJECT
AND A RECOMMENDATION FROM THE CITY COUNCIL TO

‘ INCLUDE PROPERTIES NOT OWNED BY OR PARTICIPATING

‘ WITH THE PROJECT APPLICANT, HIGHLAND FAIRVIEW

; PROPERTIES.

|

RECOMMENDED ACTION

|

i Staff recommends that the City Council conduct the Public Hearing and thereafter direct
| staff to apply one of the alternatives set forth below pertaining to properties not owned
by or participating with Highland Fairview Properties in their applications for a general
plan amendment, change of zone and specific plan for the World Logistics Center
Project.

BACKGROUND

In April 2011, the City Council adopted a comprehensive Economic Development Action
Plan (EDAP) that identified the Moreno Highlands area, generally located east of
Redlands Boulevard and south of the Moreno Valley Freeway (Highway 60), as an
“area of opportunity for logistics development”. The Plan also identified logistics as a
prime area of focus and opportunity for the City in an effort to increase employment and
revenue to benefit residents and local businesses and support the provision of public
services.

On March 19, 2012, Highland Fairview Properties (HFP) submitted General Plan
Amendment, Change of Zone and Specific Plan applications to the Planning Division for
the proposed World Logistics Center (WLC) Project. The WLC Project is the type of
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project envisioned by the adopted City Council EDAP and could further the
implementation of the EDAP.

The WLC Project applications include land owned or participating with HFP in the WLC
Project and a number of properties not owned by or participating with HFP in the WLC
Project or the applications. HFP has also submitted Tentative Parcel Map, Annexation
and Development Agreement applications for the same project. All land in the last three
applications is owned by or participating with HFP. The General Plan Amendment,
Change of Zone, Specific Plan and Tentative Parcel Map were deemed to be complete
for processing on April 18, 2012.

The proposed World Logistics Center Specific Plan is a master plan for the
development of up to 41.6 million square feet of modern high-cube logistics warehouse
distribution facilities on approximately 2,665 acres of land located generally east of
Redlands Boulevard, south of the Moreno Valley Freeway (Highway 60) and west of
Gilman Springs Road. The General Plan Amendment and Change of Zone, which
cover approximately 3,820 acres, also include 1,136 acres of open space and 19 acres
of existing public utility facilities located south of the Specific Plan area and north of the
City limits. The majority of the Project area is currently covered by the Moreno
Highlands Specific Plan, a 3,038 acre master plan approved in 1992 with a mixture of
residential, commercial, business park and public/recreation uses.

DISCUSSION

The Municipal Code authorizes an amendment to the General Plan to be initiated by
any one of three actions: (1) recommendation of the Planning Commission and City
Council concurrence; (2) recommendation of the City Council; or (3) a privately filed
application for a specific property or properties submitted by the property owner or
owner's authorized agent (MC Section 9.02.040). The Municipal Code similarly
authorizes an amendment for a change of zone to be initiated by one of three actions:
(1) recommendation of staff or the Planning Commission; (2) recommendation of the
City Council; or (3) a privately filed application from a property owner or the owner’s
authorized agent relating to the owner's property (MC Sections 9.02.050). The
Municipal Code does not have explicit provisions to include properties not providing
authorization for a Specific Plan or similar type of project (MC Section 9.02.190). For
such projects, the practice has been to include only properties providing authorization.
Therefore, staff is requesting City Council direction as set forth below.

The majority of Specific Plan area is owned by HFP affiliated companies. Authorization
has also been provided by the second largest owner in the Specific Plan area, the
Henrietta Lee Trust. In addition, a group of owners in the southwest portion of the
Specific Plan area and one owner on Theodore Street have provided authorization for
the Project.

The approximate 1,155 acres located outside of the Specific Plan area but within the
General Plan Amendment and Change of Zone applications are owned by the California
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Department of Fish and Game, San Diego Gas& Electric and the Southern California
Gas Company. None of these entities have provided authorization for the Project.
Attachment 1 provides a map of the ownership and location of the properties identified
above in this paragraph.

Approval of the WLC Project would require the elimination of the Moreno Highlands
Specific Plan (MoHi) that covers most of the Project area, including all of the area
outside of the proposed WLC Specific Plan. The MoHi plan has been covered by a 20-
year development agreement negotiated by the original master developer, that until this
year precluded action by the City or any single landowner to revise the area’s land use
or zoning. To eliminate the MoHi plan, the utility and open space outside the proposed
WLC Specific Plan need to be included in the General Plan Amendment and Change of
Zone applications to provide alternative land use designations compatible with the
current use of the property for utility facilities and open space.

Within the Specific Plan area, there are 18 owners (total of 21 parcels) that have not
provided authorization for the Project. The largest landowner of these parcels is the
Metropolitan Water District of Southern California (MWD) which owns 132 acres, but
only uses 18 acres of the property for its Inland Feeder water transmission system. The
remaining 114 acres has been determined as surplus by MWD. These parcels total
approximately 294 acres or 11% of the Specific Plan area. The maijority of the other
parcels (13 total parcels) are located northeast of Theodore Street and Dracaea
Avenue; three parcels are northeast of Redlands Boulevard and Dracaea Avenue; three
parcels are northwest of Theodore Street and Alessandro Boulevard; and two are
northeast of Cactus Avenue and Merwin Street. All of these properties are located
outside of the MoHi plan area. Some of the parcels are developed with single family
homes and accessory structures. Others have agricultural activities or are vacant. Only
seven existing residential units are located within the boundaries of the proposed WLC
Specific Plan, with four being owner-occupied and three rental properties.

The non-participating parcels identified in the above paragraph are either located
adjacent to the primary truck access route for the proposed WLC Specific Plan
(Theodore Street) or are surrounded on three or more sides by participating properties.
All but three of the properties are currently zoned for residential uses, which would be
incompatible in close proximity or surrounded by the proposed development of logistics
uses. Therefore, it would further advance a consistent and comprehensive planning
strategy to include these parcels in the General Plan Amendment and Change of Zone
applications in order to identify new more appropriate land use designations for
consideration in conjunction with the overall WLC Project. Inclusion in the Specific Plan
application will allow for greater design consistency in property development and
simplify the development review process should properties in and out of the Specific
Plan be combined. Any existing structures or uses would become non-conforming with
approval of any land use changes and would be allowed to remain in place unless
abandoned for an extended period of time (currently one year per the City Municipal
Code).
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The initial draft of the Specific Plan includes two land use categories — Logistics and
Light Logistics. The former category is generally limited to large logistics facilities. The
latter category is intended to include properties that are too small to accommodate large
logistics facilities. Staff has worked with the applicant to expand the list of permitted
uses in the Light Logistics category to include thirteen possible uses for warehouse,
storage and similar activities (see attached Exhibit 3). Most of these uses are
consistent with the permitted uses in the Moreno Valley Industrial Area Specific Plan in
the south part of the City.

ALTERNATIVES

Staff is seeking direction from the City Council as to which of the following options
should be followed in processing the WLC Project applications:

1. Include all properties not providing authorization in all three applications. This
action is a recommendation by the City Council to include all properties not
providing authorization to be included in all three applications. This action would
provide for the development of consistent land uses and development regulations
for the area east of Redlands Boulevard. |[f adopted, such land uses and
regulations would change and make most existing property improvements non-
conforming.

2. Include all properties not providing authorization in the General Plan and Change
of Zone applications, but not the Specific Plan application. This action would be
a recommendation by the City Council to include all properties not providing
authorization to be included in the applications for a General Plan Amendment
and Change of Zone. This action would provide for the development of
consistent land uses for the area east of Redlands Boulevard, but would allow for
non-participating parcels to default to existing City zoning classifications that
provide a greater variety of uses which may be incompatible with the logistics
focus proposed for the area. If adopted, such land uses and regulations would
change and make most existing property improvements non-conforming.

3. Include some of the properties in one or more of the applications. This action is a
recommendation by the City council to include certain of the properties not
providing authorization to be included in one or more of the applications. This
action would not provide for the development of consistent land uses for the area
east of Redlands Boulevard. If the Specific Plan is adopted, such inconsistent
land uses would affect the current property rights and expectations of non-
participating property owners by increasing the level of review and regulation to
provide consistency, but would not make existing property improvements non-
conforming. This action would also increase the level of review and regulation to
provide consistency for development within the Specific Plan.

FISCAL IMPACT
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All direct costs associated with the processing of the WLC Project applications shall be
borne by HFP.

NOTIFICATION

Notice of this Public Hearing was sent to all property owners within the WLC Project
area and tracts and properties adjacent to the Project area. Notice of the Hearing was
also published in the Press Enterprise on April 27, 2012, and posted in proximity to
properties located within the Project area that did not provide authorization for the WLC
Project applications.

ATTACHMENTS/EXHIBITS

1. Map of Non-Participating Parcels with Owner Names
2. Map of Draft Land Use Plan for Proposed Specific Plan
3. LL “Light Logistics” Permitted Uses

Prepared By: Department Head Approval:
John C. Terell AICP Barry Foster
Planning Official Community & Economic Development Director
! Council Action R
Approved as requested: Referred to:
Approved as amended: For:
Denied: Continued until:
Other: Hearing set for:
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SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA

COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE

MORENO VALLEY CITIZENS FOR
LAWFUL GOVERNMENT, an unincorporated
association,
Petitioner,
Vs,

CITY OF MORENOC VALLEY,

Respondent,

HIGHLAND FAIRVIEW PROPERTIES, LLC,

Real Party in Interest,

HF LOGISTICS-SKX T1, LLC,

Real Party in Interest,

DOES 1 through 100, inclusive,

Real Parties in Interest.
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REPORTER'S TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS

Proceedings of Monday, August 2, 2010,

before the Honorable Gloria Connor Trask,

Judge, Department 1.

OR!

Patricia L. Hanson, CSR 2329
Riverside Superior Court

4050 Main Street, Department 1
Riverside, California 92501

Ff“g%

“w

No, RIC10013884
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- MV00228612




4

Pl

Yane Halstead : < X
it £ s e t‘";
City Clerk ) , Cr UL
City of Moreno Valley &3 m
14177 Frederick Street N g:-f -
Moreno Valley, CA 92553 T
e

RE: Public Records Act Request o
ol EE
1 T

Diear Ma. Halstead:

Pursuant to my rights under the California Public Records Act (Government Code Section 6250
et seq.) and the California Constitution, as amended by passage of Proposition 59 on November 2, 2004, 1
am writing {o request a copy of the Tollowing records, which 1 undersiand to be in the possession of your

agency’

- All correspondence, inclading but not Iimited to e-mails, letters and memaos, between
Iddo Benzeevi, Highland Fairview Properties and any of the company’s emplovees or
representatives and city council members Jesse Molina, Richard Stewart, Robin Hastings,
Bonnie Flickinger and Willjam Batey from March 1, 2010 o Aug. 23, 2010.

- All correspondence, including but not limited to e-mails, letters and memos, between
lddo Benzeevi. Highland Fairview Properties and any of the company’s employess or
representatives and City of Moreno Valley staff from March 1, 2010 to Aug. 23, 2010

- All correspondence, including but not limited to e-mails, letters and memos, from city
staff 10 city council members Jesse Molina, Richard Stewart, Robin Hastings, Bonnie
Flickinger and William Batey concerning Iddo Benzeevi, the Skecher’s warehouse
project, Highland Fairview Properties and all of the company’s other projects from
March 1, 2010 to Ang. 23, 2014,

- Al correspondence. including but not limited to e-maily, letters and memos, from and
to city council members Jesse Molina, Richard Stewart, Robin Hastings, Bonnie
Flickinger and William Batey concerning the creation and membership of the blue-ribbon
corunittee advising the city on the search for a new clty manager.

- Al Form 700s for ity council members Jesse Molinag, Richard Stewart, Robin
Hastings, Bonnie Flickinger and William Batey for vears 2008, 2009 and 2010,

== All Form 700s for Planning Commussion members Georpe Riechers, Maria Marzoeki,
Rick De Jong, Ray Raker, Richard Dozier, Michael Geller and George Salas, Jr. for vears
2008, 2009 and 2010,

- Al Farm 460s for city council members Jesse Molina, Richard Stewart, Robin
Hastings, Bonnie Flickinger and Willlam Batey for vears 2008, 2007, 2008, 2009 and
2010 o date,

3450 Fourteenth St, Riverside, CA 92501
dgang@pe.com
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reconsider that determination in view of Prop 59, which has amended the state Constitution to require that
all exemptions be "narrowly construed.” Prop 59 may modify or overturn authorities on which you have
relied in the past.

I you nonetheless determine that the requested records are subject to a still-valid exemption, 1
would further request that: (1) you exercise your discretion to disclose some or all of the records
notwithstanding the exemption; and (2) that, with respect o records confaining both exempt and non-
exempt content, yvou redact the exempt content and disclose the rest.

Finally, should vou deny part or all of this request, you are required to provide a written response
describing the legal authority or authoritics on which vou rely. Please also address the question whether
Prop 39 requires disclosure even though authorities predating Prop 39 may appear to support vour
exemption claim,

1 can provide any clarification that will help expedite your atiention to this request, please
contact me at ||| T | 2sk that you notify me of any duplication costs so | may decide which

records 1 want copied,

Thank vou for your time and attention to this matter.

THE PRESS-ENTERPRISE

Duane W, Gang
Staff Writer

3450 Fourteenth Steeet. Riversido, CA 925013878
» Email: dynngi@pe.com |

WWw P E.com

3450 Fourteenth 8t Riverside, CA 92801

B ocno@pecom
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12100 Wilshire Boulevard Bruce R. Greene
15th Floor direct dial: 310.442.8834
Los Angeles, CA 90025-7120 bgreene @bakerlaw.com

www.!akerlaw.com

Memorandum

To: Iddo Benzeevi, Highland Fairview Properties
From: Bruce Greene
Date: June 8, 2010

Re: Highland Fairview Corporate Park, Moreno Valley

| understand that HF Logistics-SKX T1, LLC would like to begin construction at
the Highland Fairview Corporate Park in advance of recording of the final
subdivision map for this phase of the project. The site currently consists of
several legal parcels which would be reconfigured by the pending parcel map.
You have requested the City of Moreno Valley to provide you with construction
permits subject to the prior recordation of a covenant which would hold all the
existing parcels as one until the final map is recorded.

After reviewing the issues considered, the applicable laws and the city’s
authority to grant you your request; my findings are as follows:

e There is no prohibition in state law or in the Municipal
Code against using such a covenant for this purpose. State law
does, however, recognize that such covenants are permissible
(Government Code Sec. 27281.5).

e Covenants of this kind are commonly used in other
jurisdictions. As an example | have attached a copy of San
Diego Municipal Code Sec. 125.0760, explicitly authorizing
temporary merger of parcels through such a covenant allowing
the issuance of development and construction permits, although
the adoption of an ordinance is not necessary. While you may
find some jurisdictions that do not elect to accommodate this
practice, many do, such as San Diego and Los Angeles. This is
a matter of local policy and not law, and Moreno Valley can elect

Chicago Cincinnati Cleveland Columbus Costa Mesa
Denver Houston Los Angeles New York Orlando Washington, DC

103433851.1
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to allow the practice if the City Council considers it appropriate.
Such action will not be in contradiction to the city’s municipal
code or the Subdivision Map Act.

¢ The state Subdivision Map Act does not prohibit the kind
of temporary merger of parcels which you propose and the
subsequent development of those parcels. The only provision
which remotely addresses this issue is Government Code Sec.
66499.30. This statute pertains only to situations in which “a
final map is required.” The question, therefore, is whether or not
you fall within that category. As it happens, you have obtained
approval for a tentative map; however, merely filing for or
obtaining approval of a map for other purposes does not make
you subject to the statute. The limited, temporary tying of the
parcels by means of a covenant which you propose does not
require a subdivision map, just as no map would be required if
you had proposed such a covenant arrangement prior to ever
filing an application for a map. In other words, the Subdivision
Map Act simply does not apply to this situation.

e There is no risk to the City in approving the proposed
temporary covenant. Even if it were to be contested, the City’s
only potential exposure would be to a court order to undo the
consolidation of parcels and stop any construction. Instead, by
allowing use of the covenant, the City would be assured that the
final map would be recorded prior to the end of this calendar
year.

BG:mb
Aftachment

103433851.1
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Sierra Club |

and

- Community Alliance for
Riverside’s Economy and Environment

Dear City Council Members:

Re: Highland Fairview Corporate Park

The developer’s report attempts to.sell you the idea that this project would be so
wonderful that it should be approved. The report refers to the “aesthetics” of the
project. But aesthetics cannot compensate for nor can they rhitigate the harmful
impacts this massive project would have on our commumty Please factor into your
decision the following issues:

1.

You must vote over-riding considerations on AIR QUALITY. All the warehouse
workers will be subjected to significant health problems from the thousands of
daily truck trips - one every 40 seconds in every 24 hours. The massive area
where workers labor is not air-conditioned; thus, they must continually breathe
the toxic diesel pollution, which will eventually affect most with health problems.
Our very poor air guality will become even worse with this project’s diesel trucks
- many times more than what existing zoning would allow. More than just “jobs
now”, we need healthy jobs.

. There are two projects that are adjacent to this one, which would add

3,000,000 more square feet of warehousing/logistics centers. If you approve
this project, you are in reality approving all three, for a total of 5,000,000
square feet of polluting warehousing. The Sierra Club and CAREE do not believe
the cumulative, growth-inducing impacts have been thoroughly analyzed for .
environmental impacts on our community. The “logistic modified General Plan”
(LMGP) concept proposed by the developer is something that must be
incorporated into the document now before you. Just saying the developer has
not submitted paperwork for the LMGP does not justify not having this
foreseeable project’s information prior to your vote.

Noise will substantially increase, and you are telling hundreds, if not thousands,
of residents to “grin and bear it” so you can approve this unhealthy project.
State Route 60 through Moreno Valley has few trucks compared to interstate
10. This project and its growth-inducing impacts will change our commuter
freeway into one that makes those who live close to it suffer significant noise
and pollution impacts from all the noisy, polluting diesel trucks. The 500-foot

- buffer needs to be 500 meters (or 1600 feet) and must extend southwest as
-well as directly south.This raises a question as to where the environmental

justice analysis is in this document. It is totally lacking and needs to be before
you prior to any vote.
Greenhouse effects and climate change have not been mltlgated The LEED-

* certified building ~ even the lowest level of certification - probably will not

MV00228652




“happen. That is why the developer is now qualifying the certification. If we want
water in Southern California, we need snow packs in the northern mountains.
Think of your children’s and grandchildren’s future and demand more than what
the developer believes is “feasible”.

5. Another issue that has not been resolved prior to your vote is TRAFFIC. The
developer does not factor in all existing approved prqepts (like Moreno
Highlands with 6,000-plus homes and zoning for 20,000 jobs). The FEIR states
that there are two lanes that allow you to continue west from the 60 to the
215. In reality only the SR 60 lane on the far left allows you to continue west,
while the other lane forces drivers to exit at Central Avenue Until the traffic
analysis deals with this issue, you cannot vote to certrfy this EIR because it is
inadequate. You must realize that while 2,200 daily drgsel truck trips may not -
sound overwhelming, they represent one every 40 seconds for 24 hours every

" day. If the two adjacent warehouses are approved, 'theh you are looking at
adding one noisy, polluting diesel truck to Highway 60 every 10 to 15 seconds
for 24 hours a day - something to look forward to as we head west on that
single lane. The FEIR tries to convince you that a truck is like 1 ¥ cars. | would
rather be behind two Hondas than cne noisy, polluting dlesel truck. Please
remember that in 7 to 14 years, we may have “cleaner” trucks, but not “clean”.
You, however, could require only cleaner trucks (strong!y recommended by
AQMD as feasible) and protect Moreno Valley residents as well as the workers.

6. Alternative sites have not been expanded to include other possibilities and
thoroughly analyzed. 1215 has no houses along it and is built with overpasses
and road-width to handle this number of diesel trucks. Why hasn’t the old golf
course at Norton Air Base been suggested? That was at one time a strong
possibility. The Banning/Beaumont area would, like Norton, be better for trucks
because I-10 is also built for them, and trucks would not need to use SR-60 to
get to that area.

7. You cannot satisfy impacts to threatened and endangered species by simply
‘paying a mitigation fee. You must thoroughly analyze impacts to each species
and how the fee will further each species’ recovery. '

Please vote to continue the project tonight so you can read and study all infbrmation
presented to you, including the attached stories, which are very relevant to this
project’s impact on our community. Please keep both the Sierra Club and CAREE
informed of future documents and meetings related to this project by using the
dress below. _ : .

& v 2L

corge nague - CAREE .
Conservation Chair P. 0. Box 5199
Moreno Valley Group of the Sierra Club Riverside, CA 92517-5199

26711 Ironwood Avenue
Moreno Valley, CA 92555-1906
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Declaration of Authenticity

G0 24 6-4d3460
WERYENER

| Gordon S.F. Tucker Jr., do herby swear that the audio recording for which | have submitted into the
public record in the matter now before the city council (The Highland Fairview Corporate Project), of the
City of Moreno Valley is a true and correct copy of the recording made by me an January 31, 2009 at
approximately 1458 hours at the location of 24899 Alessandro Blvd., in the city of Moreno Valley, 92553

(Fiesta Food Wherehouse).

The for mentioned audio recording is of the petition takers located outside of the Fiesta Food
Wherehouse, and of their claims of working on behalf of the City Council of Moreno Valley and Highland

Fairview LLC.

| swear under the penaity of perjury that the forgoing is true and correct. This document was executed
e City of Morens Valley, County of Riverside, State of California on this the 3™ Day of February in

HE- 3
LN wiie

the Year of 2009.

Date: 02/03/2009

At L
/

Gordon S.F. Tucker Jr.

submibed — 2309 Counnl mﬁ’
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2009 Highland Fairview/Skechers
Stewart — Correspondence
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28115 Gerald Lane
Moreno Valley, CA 92555

February 10, 2009

Dear Councilmembers Hastings, Stewart, Batey, Molina, Flickinger,

and Senior Planner Mark Gross:

I am writing to add my voice to those recommending that you deny PA07-0088, a zone change to allow
the building of a 1.82 million square foot warehouse (total of 2.62 million square feet for all phases of
development) in the east end of Moreno Valley. My reasons have been well-articulated by others with
credible evidence, and include the following:

1.

Changing the City Plan solely for the benefit of one individual and his employees: The City
Plan was developed with considerable taxpayer money, effort of City employees and volunteer
work by citizens, over several years. It reflects wise use of land resources and a vision of a city
with a variety of businesses and home values. The East End was to have lower density, higher
value homes. The City Plan is our Constitution, and as such should not be changed to a use that
will not benefit Moreno Valley residents and will instead create an unhealthful environment.
Traffic: traffic issues were reviewed in the EIR and commented on by CalTrans and others (e.g.,
Ms. Melody Lardner in the public comments before you, Feb. 3, 2009). These are not trivial
issues. Purchasing a home in the East End has been an expensive enough proposition that many
(if not most of us) commute to specialized professional jobs. We chose to live in a suburb
because we like the rural atmosphere, but we need to be able to commute to work.

Health: Logistics centers are foci for high truck traffic. Diesel exhaust is very hazardous. The
medical community and South Coast AQMD have provided testimony to you on this issue.
How are Mr. Benzeevi's profits of greater societal value than the health of our children?

Jobs: You have been provided with ample evidence that Skechers, the only tenant to date of the
proposed logistics center, is unlikely to hire many (if any) Moreno Valley residents. Ms. Sue
Gilchrist and others have provided data on warehouse employment. The existing zoning would
provide more and better paid new full time jobs.

The EIR is inadequate, as testified by George Hague, Dr. Tony Metcalf, and others. You need
more and better quality information before voting.

Impact on existing businesses: Existing new businesses in the East End, including those in the
Target and WalMart shopping centers, were built in this area in anticipation of more homes, not
fewer and lower income homes associated with warehouses. If warehouses go in we could lose
these sales-tax generating businesses which employ hundreds of people.

Likelihood that the project will be built and occupied: The developer, Mr. Iddo Benzeevi, has an
existing plan in place for an upscale development, Moreno Highlands, which includes part of
the project area. His project was approved when housing values were high, and yet he did not
build. Similarly, he is the developer of Aqua Bella, another project which you have approved. In
the case of Aqua Bella he has only “moved a lot of dirt” (his comment, City Council meeting,
Feb. 3, 2009). Others have testified to you that Mr. Benzeevi has never built anything. Will he
build this project or simply use the change in zoning to increase the value of the land and sell it?
If the project is built, will Skechers move in? Skechers stock has gone from $25/ share to ca.
$7.60/ share, the most recent decrease last week. Does this company have the capital to move to
and equip a large new facility?

Finally, and perhaps most distressingly, most or all of our City Council representatives have a
financial association with Mr. Benzeevi. Mr. Benzeevi and his associate, Jerry Stephens, have
contributed to Moreno Valley Taxpayers, who used the money for smear campaigns against
former councilmembers White and West, who had stated opposition to the project. Mr.
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Benzeevi also contributed to the campaigns of at least Hastings, Molina, and Flickinger. It is
unlikely that Hastings and Molina would have been elected without Mr. Benzeevi's financial
assistance. Michael Geller is the treasurer of MV Taxpayers, and is employed by Mr. Benzeevi.
He should have recused himself from the Planning Commission decision, but did not. Richard
Stewart is Mr. Geller's law partner. It is unethical for those with financial relationships with
the developer to vote on this issue. Please recuse yourselves.

Riverside resident Jamil Dada has called Moreno Valley “Blagojevich West.” You can, by
voting against this zone change, prove him wrong. _

Should you approve this project, please include a sunset clause: if the logistics center is not built and
occupied within 12 months, zoning returns to BP and residential.

Thank you for your attention to these issues.
Sincerely yours,

Laura Mernll, Ph.D.
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2/10/09
Moreno Valley City Council

My name is Carol Epstein and 1 am part owner of 28855 Redlands Blvd
which has been in my family for nearly 50 years. Quoting from
PressEnterprise Thur Jan 29" 2009, Congrats on the city council deciding
not to take 10% pay increase. Also noted in the article there are 40 city
employee positions left vacant, city department heads have not taken a
2% cost of living salary increase and I understand you have or plan to
approve an early retirement incentive. Given facts like these, and lots of
other data that shows how many people in this area are without work,
losing their homes and suffering, it would be unconscienceable of the
council to ignore the opportunity that the Sketchers project offers the
citizens of this city. I understand that this project might make some
changes to the general plan and it occurs to me that change is a part of
life adapting to progress. I believe that you must take this opportunity to
start the recovery of a suffering city. Those people who have moved to
the east end of the valley and now want to keep it rural should take a
drive down the 215 to the Perris /Mead valley area. We all know what
they will find is wide open spaces, Large lots, horses and other farm
animals.. They will also find rusted out cars and equipment, overgrown
lots, high crime and LOW property values. None of us wants to look 5-10
years down the line to see that as our future. There is so much more I
could say but I trust that you have heard all this many times now. [ do
need to add one important fact for you to consider. it has come to my
atiention that my tenant has been protesting and speaking against this
project. Of course she doesn’t want this project to go through she is
trying to protect her low rent. I believe the property owners opinions

showuld bhe much mare imnpartant tn 3ineu Ca T juct sirent ta ond by sayring,
PLEASE DON’'T LET US DOWN, I BEG YOU TO APPROVE THIS

PROIECT
(///@/'7_,9/@/
Carol Epstein
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City of Moreno Valley - Highland Fairview Corporate Park
Draft EIR Other Long Term Considerations

Table 8-1: Existing General Plan and Logistics Modified General Pian Comparison

T T G e ~.
P <
Land Use Type | Uit Existing General Plan  { 'fgzg:fal”gl‘;':"d)’
Residential DU 8,691%+* 1,342*
Commercial TSF ) 1,489 304*
- Business Park/Light TSF 12,357 : 4,500*
Industrial :
Logistics: TSF S b 35,626
Office TSF 240 59*

PR S N /."""\\-'“\;
School - L _ STU 7.200 . 1,800% -
Noves: ™ | -

DU= d\vcllmg., units TSF = thousands squarc:fect STU = students AC = acres

*  Located on Lee Property.

**  Includes approximately 2,381 units located on CDFG . property.

*+% | pgistics is not a defined land usc designation in the Moreno Highlands Specific Plan but it is an 1llowcd use
within the Business Park designation of the Moreno Highlands Specific Plan.

An arca in the middle of the Moreno Highlands area, approximately 620 acres referred to as the Lee
Property, is not owned by the Applicant. The Lec Property is shown on Exhibit 8-1. The MHSP
designates the Lee Property for a mixture of industrial, residential, commercial, open space, and
community uses as shown on Exhibit 8-1. There is no information available that would indicate that
the Lee Property will be developed other than as designated in the MHSP. Therefore, the LMGP

' concept assumes that the Lee Property will be developed pursuant to the MHSP zoning.

The MHSP area includes 905.2 acres in the San Jacinto Wildlife Preserve. While the MHSP
designates this land for devclopment—2,381 residential units as well as schools, parks, and open
space—the land is controlled by the California Department of Fish and Game (CDFQG), is not likely to
be developed, but, instead, is most likely to remain as open space and habitat. The LMGP concept

thercfore assumes no development on this land.

8.3.1 - Analysis of Logisiics Modified General Plan and Existing General Plan
Preliminary comparisons of the LMGP concept and the Existing GP for the Moreno Highlands arca

. arc made for each of the impact categorics addressed in this EIR.

Aesthetics

Both thc LMGP and Existing GP would result in r‘csidéntial and non-residential development along
the hillside areas and on the valley floor. Noise barriers and other structures would obscure views of
the surrounding hills to some degree. Impacts on scenic resources, visual character, and light and
glare would occur with implementation of cither the LMGP of Existing GP. Under the LMGP, the |
introduction of logistics uses in arcas south of Eucalyptus Avenue and west of Theodore Street , and
south and east of the Lee Property, would requirc aesthetics mitigation measurcs that are similar to

Michael Brandman Assaciates : : 8-5
1:ACTient (PN-INN2GE061000 ADEIR26100015_08-00 Other Long Term Considerations.doc
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City of Moreno Valley - Highland Fairview Corporate Park
Other Long Term Considerations Draft EIR

measures and infrastructure maintenance will be in accordance with cither the Riverside County

Flood Control and Water Conservation District or the City’s standard engineering practices.

Additionally, all new devclopment is required to build master drainage plan facilities and/or pay fees
that are used to build the facilities. '

Land Use and Planning .

The City’s Master Plan of Trails shows a network of potential trails in the area contemplated for
logistics use under the LMGP. Whilc the potential for these trails wou]d remain, it is unclear if any
modification to, or deletion of, trail alignments would be ncccssary

The Existing GP would retain the existing land use designations and zoning within the Moreno
Highlands area. The Business Park and Office uses included in the Existing GP would contribute to a
high jobs/housing ratio and there would be no further impacts related to consistency with the SCAG
Regional Growth Projections. Under the Existing GP, there would be 8,691 homes and 14,086,000 sq
ft of industrial and commercial development. As shown on Table 8-2, the Existing GP for the
Moreno Highlands area would generate 17,733 jobs, and the jobs housing balance for the area would
be 2.04 jobs per houschold. Furthermore, the CDFG land is planned mostly for residential uses. If
the CDFG land was not developed, the jobs/housing ratio would be even higher.

" Table 8-2: Jobs Generated by Existing General Plan in the Moreno Highlands Area

Estimated Number of

' Type of Project Size of Project Jobs
Schools o 7,200 Students - 510
Commercial 1,489,000 sq ft 2,978 (1/500 sq ft)
Business Park/Light Industrial - ] 12,357,000 sq ft 12,357 (1/1000 sq ft)
Office E 943,800 sq ft 1,888 (1/500 sq ft)
Logistics 0 0
TOTAL JOBS 17,733

Notes: sq ft = square feet
Source: MBA, 2007.

—

Table 8 3: Jobs Generated by the Log:stlcs Modjﬁ‘e”d_General Plan in.Moreno: nghlands Area

e Type of Project Size of Project Estlmated Number of Jobs
‘. Schools ™ L./ 1,800 Studn.nts { IOO ';

Eommercial 303000 Saft 608 (1/500 sq ft)
Business Park/Light Industrial 4,500,000 sq ft 4,500 (171000 sq ft)
Office 59,000 sq ft - 118 (1/500 sq ft)
Logistics 35,626;000.5q.ft 21,375 (0.6/1000 sq f1)

TOTAL JOBS : 26,701

Note: sq ft = square fect
Source: MBA, 2007.

8-8 . : Michael Brandman Associates
HACTient (PN-INRZ610\26 1000 1 SADEIR\Z61000TS_08-00 Other Long Term Considerations.doc
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I Friends of the Northern San Jacinto Valley

OCTOBER IS MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL MONTH:

Fall has arrived at the San Jacinto Wildlife Area and there is
much to look forward to with the arrival of wintering birds of
prey, migrating waterfow! and shorebirds. The wildlife area is
an ‘important link in the Pacific Flyway and provides a
stopping point for birds to rest and eat before continuing their
migration. Some of the migrating birds end up spending the
fall and winter months here. The northern San Jacinto Valley
is one of a few remaining inland valleys which has not been
developed. Even though the financial crisis has stopped
many developments in their tracks, larger developers are
continuing to work to gain approval for their projects so they
can be built when the economy changes. The Friends are
dedicated to working to preserve and protect the northern
San Jacinto Valley, the San Jacinto Wildlife Area and Mystic
Lake. Please take time to renew your membership with the
Friends this month and give what you can. A membership

" form can be found on the outside flap of this newsletter.

SAN JACINTO WILDLIFE AREA News:

TRICOLORED BLACKBIRDS—BAD NEWS, GOOD NEWS
by Tom Paulek: The results of the statewide Tricolored
Blackbird population survey are in and the numbers for
southern California are low. Statewide volunteers counted
approximately 400,000 tricolors. Fewer than 5,500 birds
were found in the six-county southern California region. The
2008 survey coordinated by Audubon California indicates the
southern population is at risk and may be teetering towards
extinction. The good news is the UCLA Conservation
Genetics Resource Center has begun a genetic analysis to
determine whether the southem . California tricolors are
genetically distinct from the more numerous northern
California birds.  The Friends group was instrumental in
collecting the specimens UCLA has extracted the DNA
material from to perform the genetic analysis. Tricolor nest
content collections were made over the last three years.
Nest colonies sampled included the 2006 nesting colony in
the San Jacinto Valley, Riverside County and the 2007
nesting colony at Rancho Jamul Ecological Reserve in San
Diego County. In 2008 nest contents were collected, after
the nesting season, at Holiday Lake in Los Angeles County
and the Newberry Springs area in San Bernardino County.
The UCLA investigators expect to have preliminary results of
the genetic testing this November. If the genetic work
indicates the southern California tricolors are genetically
distinct, it will further substantiate the need to list the
southern tricolors as a distinct population segment under the
Endangered Species Act.

SAN JACINTO WILDLIFE AREA LAND MANAGEMENT

" PLAN by Ann McKibben: The California Department of
Fish and Game has hired a consultant (Dudek) to develop a
management plan for the San Jacinto Wildlife Area (SJWA).
A public meeting was held at the SUWA on September 29,
2008 to discuss what issues needed to be addressed by the

management plan. Approximately fifty to sixty people
attended the public meeting to voice their concern about
plan. Most of those in attendance were from the hunting
community. Their concerns ranged from increased hunting
opportunities and development of hunting areas on the
SJWA, dog training facilities, increasing hunting days, and
requests that non-consumptive users of the wildlife area start
paying a user's fee to support the SUIWA. Those from the
environmental community asked that the document address
and follow the Riverside County Multi-Species Habitat
Conservation Plan, Stephens’ Kangaroo Rat Habitat
Conservation Plan, address the reclaimed water contract with
Eastern Municipal Water District (which will expire in 2014),
address complex land use issues and development
surrounding the SJWA, and preserving and maintaining
burrowing owl habitat. Others suggested that DFG needed
to address the city of Moreno Valley Trails System which is
projected to cross the northern boundary of the SJWA.
Nuevo and Lakeview community residents expressed
concerns about development adjacent to the SUWA and the
potential change to access the wildlife area if the Villages of
Lakeview project is approved by the county. After the draft
document is completed the Department of Fish and Game
plans to hold another public meeting to take comments on
the document. Anyone with questions on the project can
contact: Eddy Konno, California Department of Fish and
Game, (760) 200-9174. The Friends will be posting updated

~information on the plan and any future hearing dates on our

web page once the information is made available.

FRIENDS NEWS & PROJECTS:
FRIENDS’ LAWSUIT FILED, AUGUST 2007 by Sue Nash:

" FRIENDS OF THE NORTHERN SAN VALLEY V. WILDLIFE

CONSERVATION BOARD (WCB), DEPARTMENT OF FISH
AND GAME (DFG), CALIFORNIA WATERFOWL
ASSOCIATION (CWA). Riverside Trial Court # RIC477696
{briefs online); Court of Appeal Case #E045894; 4"
District, -Division Two. Disappointingly, at the April 18th,
2008, the judge, Gloria Trask, agreed with the Attorney
General of California (representing the DFG & WCB) that the
WCB could approve and give a notice to proceed to a project
subject to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)
and then several months later the DFG could prepare an
alleged CEQA document. Friends are preparing our opening
brief for the court of appeal in which we again argue that
such a procedure would effectively repeal CEQA, which
requires that BEFORE approving any project subject to
CEQA, all state agencies shall review a final Environmental
Impact Report (EIR), Negative Declaration or other CEQA
document. (CEQA Guidelines 15004(a)) ,
Friends also contend that the Mitigated Negative
Declaration prepared for this project in March 2008 is void as
it was prepared over a year after the WCB approved the
project in February 2007. Friends hope to have a published
appellate court opinion upholding CEQA, and to receive
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attorney fees for our efforts to uphold the law, by next .

summer.

PROPOSED MCANALLY CHICKEN RANCH,
CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT NO.3512 by Ann McKibben:

The Riverside County Planning Department released the
Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) for the McAnally

Chicken Ranch Conditional Use Permit (CUP) No. 35612 on

September 26. As we have mentioned previously, Lewis
Corp must relocate a chicken ranch in order to build The
Villages of Lakeview project in Lakeview/Nuevo. The ranch,
if approved, would house 2.2 MILLION chickens adjacent to
the San Jacinto Wildlife Area where thousands of waterfowl
and shorebirds winter each year. Major concerns regarding
the project are the spread of avian flu, water quality
degradation, locating a industrial scale poultry facility next to
the San Jacinto Wildlife Area (a cornerstone reserve in the
Riverside County MSHCP) plus locating such a huge facility
adjacent to the flood plain of the San Jacinto River. "All
comments on the project must be received by November 9,
2008. Submit comments to: Matt Straite, Riverside County
Planning Department, 4080 Lemon Street, 9" Floor, P.O.
Box 1409, Riverside, CA  92502-1409. Mr. Straite’s
telephone number is: (951) 955-8631. Comments can be
faxed to: (951) 955-3157. Please take time to voice your
concerns about this project and the effects it will have on the
northern San Jacinto Valley and the San -Jacinto Wildlife
Area. Approval for this project is being fast tracked which
means the CUP will not go before the Riverside County
Planning Commission first, but instead will go straight to the
Riverside County Board of Supervisors for approval. [f you
are following this project, you can check the Board of
Supervisors’ . web page for their agenda at:

hitp://www.clerkoftheboard.co.riverside.ca.us/agendas/2008. -

htm Please check the Friends’ web site at
www.northfriends.org where we have posted our comment
letters. '

PROPOSED HIGHLAND _ FAIRVIEW _CORPORATE
CENTER by Ann McKibben: The city of Moreno Valley
released the draft environmental impact report (DEIR) for the
Highland Fairview Corporate Center in August. Comments
on the draft EIR were due September 19. The Friends of the
Northern San Jacinto Valley submitted written comments on
the DEIR. The project proponent wants to build a 2.42
million square foot logistic center for Skechers Shoes along
the southern edge of Highway 60 between Redlands
Boulevard and Theodore Street in eastern Moreno Valley.
Concems are: increased truck traffic which will occur if this
project and two other logistic centers are built along Highway
60. Also, increased air pollution, diesel particulates and their
effects on local air quality is a huge concern as are health
effects. According to the project planner, a public hearing on
the project might occur in November or December. The
project may be put before the Moreno Valley City Council
about a month and a half after the planning commission
hearing. Project planner is: Mark Gross, Moreno Valley
Planning Department, (951) 413-3222. Please take time to
attend the Planning Commission hearing and Moreno Valley
City Council meeting and let them know that you are

.concerned about the severe health effects, traffic, changes in

land use designations this project will have. You can call Mr.
Gross for more information. Planning' Commission and city
council meetings agendas can be found at
http://www.moreno-valley.ca.us/

PROPOSED VILLAGES OF LAKEVIEW SPECIFIC PLAN
342 by Ann McKibben: Lewis Corp continues to work on

their draft environmental impact report (DEIR) for The
Villages of Lakeview Specific Plan 342 in Lakeview and
Nuevo. The project was scheduled for the October 15, 2008
Riverside County Planning Commission meeting as
workshop item. (The project plans to build 10,000+ homes in
these communities with approximately 3,000 units planned
between the southern boundary of the San Jacinto Wildlife
Area and the northern border of the Ramona Expressway.)
One has to question whether it is good land use planning to
locate high density residential units adjacent to an MSHCP
reserve. There is strong opposition to the project from
Lakeview/Nuevo residents. Please take time to write a letter,
attend public hearings on the project, and help us work to
preserve the southern boundary of the San Jacinto Wildlife
Area. For more information on the project, contact project
planner Matt Straite, Riverside County Pianning Department
at (951) 955-8631. You can check for planning commission
agendas . at:
hitp://www.rctima.org/planning/content/hearings/pc/current_p
c.html The Friends will have information posted at their web

page: www.northfriends.org

PROPOSED MID COUNTY PARKWAY by Ann McKibben:
The draft environmental document (DEIRY) for the Mid County
Parkway (MCP), a Riverside County Transportation

. Commission (RCTC) project which plans to expand the

Ramona Expressway from the city of San Jacinto to the city
of Corona as a six to eight lane road, was released by the
Riverside County Transportation Commission on October 10,
2008. The proposed parkway is a 32 mile ‘freeway’ between
the cities of San Jacinto and Corona. The RCTC and
Orange County are also talking about extending the road via
tunnels through the Cleveland National Forest (the Irvine-
Corona Expressway). The highway will go through the
middle of the Villages of Lakeview Project and impact the
southern boundary of the San Jacinto Wildlife Area where the
road crosses the historic course of the San Jacinto River.
The Friends have commented on this project for many years.
All written comments are due by December 8, 2008. All draft
EIR comments, public meetings and hearing dates are

posted at: * hitp://www.midcountyparkway.org/ or call the
RCTC at (951) 787-7141. Project manager is Cathy Bechtel.

PERSONAL_BIRDING TOUR AT THE SJWA by Ann
McKibben: In our September 2007 newsletter the Friends
sponsored a fundraising event. For every $5.00 regular
membership donation to the Friends, a raffle ticket would be
‘given. The drawing for the birding tour was held March 15,
2008 at the Bluebird Box and Birding Nature Walk. Holder of
the winning ticket was Mary Rosczyk of Murrieta. The
Personal Birding Tour took place on May 31, 2008 at the
AR wildlife

“7 e ] area. Mary

invited two
friends,
Patty Loy
and Grace
Briganti, to
join the
tour. Sue
Nash,. Tom
Paulek, Ann
& “Mike
. McKibben

and George Hague led the bird walk where we visited
wetland areas, the reclaimed water pond and the west side of
Davis Road. Breakfast and lunch were served at the picnic
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tables by the ofﬁce. Sandwiches and dessert from Simple -

Simon's topped the day’s events. Besides the tour Mary also
received a copy of The Sibley Field Guide to Birds and fancy
binocular straps as part of the day’s celebration. Many
thanks to Mary for her very generous donation to the Friends
and support of the San Jacinto Wildlife Area! And thank you,
also, to all of our loyal members who took time to make a
donation to the Friends. Our fundraising event raised
$2,900.00 for the Friends’ work.

THE JOY OF LOOKING by Sandy Kasper, Teacher,
Diamond Valley Middle School, Hemet: On May 20 and
21, 2008 the Friends of the Northern San Jacinto Valley and

the Depanment of Fish and Game hosted two environmental

field trips for two 6" grade classes from Diamond Valley
Middle School in Hemet The students and parents were led
on an
“informative hike
by Sue Nash:
. < She pointed out
e NPT TY, M native plants

IR O T .. 4 Il and  animals’

Ry s o0 T =p=ii  that are

: @ 3 Y. L\J endangered or

T A ey threatened by

& il invasive

e species and

S destruction  of

g ' habitat. We

' were also able

to observe and identify several species of waterfowl using the

binoculars and guides provided by the Friends of the NSJV.

The Department of Fish and Game gave students a walk-

through of the SJWA office, including close-up looks at their

mounted cougar and game birds. They shared copies of the

Fish and Game magazine and educational brochures for us

to take home. When the students returned to school they

were able to do 70 follow-up investigations in the computer

lab, increasing their knowledge and apprecvatlon of wildiife in
this area. -

CLIMATE CHANGE AND CEQA by Sue Nash:

This is a very brief summary of laws impacting how
developers must deal with climate change under CEQA,
including the mitigation of greenhouse gas emissions and/or
the effects of greenhouse gas emissions. As you can see,
how climate change is to be addressed in CEQA is a process
which is far from complete. The following sources should be
helpful to you in responding to Draft EIRs and evaluating
these and other air quality issues of development.

The Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006 (AB 32)

requires the California Air Resources Board (ARB) to
prepared a Scoping Plan to achieve reductions in
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions in CA. On June 26, 2008,
ARB staff presented the initial draft of the AB 32 Scoping
Plan for Board review and public comment. The Document
"can be found by going to the ARB web page:
www.arb.ca.gov The South Coast Air Quality Management
District has also developed a draft Climate Change Policy
and has assembled a Greenhouse Gas Emissions Working
Group. It can be found by going to: www.agmd.gov
Pursuant to Senate Bill 97, the Governor's office of
planning and Research (OPR) is in the process of developing
CEQA Guidelines for the mitigation of or the effects of
greenhouse gas emissions. The OPR must prepare the
Guidelines by July, 2009, and they must be adopted by the
Resources Agency by January, 2010. In the meantime, the
OPR has provided a Technical Advisory which provides

OPR's perspective on the issue of CEQA and climate
change. It can be found at: www.opr.ca.qov )
The most difficult and controversial issue

.. concerning CEQA and climate change is determining when a
~ project's GHG emissions are significant. To help fill this void

untii the CEQA Guidelines are final, the California Air
Pollution Control Officer's Association (CAPCOA) issued a
white paper suggesting various approaches to determining .
significance. CEQA and Climate Change: Evaluating and
Addressing Greenhouse Gas Emissions from Projects
Subject to CEQA. (Found at: www.capcoa.org )

METROPOLITAN WATER DISTRICT AND WATER
SUPPLIES by Sue Nash: The MWD, either through the
State Water Project bringing water from northern California or
the Colorado River Water Project, supplies around 90% of
the water which Eastern Municipal Water District distributes
to the San Jacinto Wildlife Area and surrounding

communities. MWD has recently issued a series of press

releases regarding the Governor's declaration of drought in
southern California. In September and October, MWD also
held a series of four public forums as it begins updating its
region-wide water resources plan. Information on these
forums and information on how much water is likely to be
available for western Riverside County through 2030 can be
found at: www.mwdh20.com

THANK YOU TO WALK LEADERS: Thank you to all of
those who led bird walks, nature walks, and birding field trips
at the San Jacinto Wildlife Area from fall 2007 to spring 2008.
We_are fortunate to have many individuals who volunteer
their_time and share their knowledge at these events. And
those who attend the walks always express their appreciation
and value what they have learned. It is a busy world we live
in, and we sincerely appreciate all of the dedicated leaders
who make these events possible.

LINKS:
Friends of the Northern San Jacinto Val/e y:
www.northfriends.org

" San Bemardino Valley Audubon Society: www.sbvas.org
. Rare Bird Alert: ’

http://listserv.arizona.edu/archives/birdwest.htmi
(Southeastern California RBA) or
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/inlandcountybirds/

NATURE WALKS AND FIELDS TRIPS AT

THE SAN JACINTO WILDLIFE AREA:
September 13, 2008, Saturday, 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
EVENING INSECT NATURE WALK

Entomologist Gordon Pratt will bring several display boxes of
insects and help explain the difference between butterflies,
moths and others. He will also set up a blue light to attract
insects once the sun goes down. Please wear long sleeved
shits and long pants; bring non-toxic insect repellent
because of mosquitoes. Leader: Gordon Pratt. :

October 19, 2008, Sunday, 9:00 a.m. to Noon
SJWA NATURE WALK )
Join us for a relaxing morning walk where we will explore the
wetlands habitat at the SUWA and see what kind of waterfowl
and shorebirds we can find. It will be a leisurely stroll, driving
to a few locations and take in the beauty of the northern San
Jacinto Valley. Leader: Tom Paulek.
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November 16, 2008, Sunday, 7:00 a.m.

NORTHERN SAN JACINTO VALLEY FIELD TRIP—San

Bernardino Valley Audubon Society
. Check www.sbvas.org for current information. SBVASs
birding field trip in the northern San Jacinto Valley will cover
parts of the valley and the SJWA. On good days 100+

species can be found—wintering birds of prey, waterfowl and

shorebirds. Leaders: Tony Metcalf (951) 242-7038 and
Dave Goodward, (909) 783-2417.

December 7, 2008, Sunday, 9:00 a.m. to Noon

MORNING BIRDING WALK AT THE SJWA

Join us for a leisure morning walk to see what kind of birds
we can find in early December. Fall brings lots of migrating
waterfowl and shorebirds. We will take our time and identify
the birds we see. Leader: Sue Nash.

December 2008 ,

CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT at the SJWA & San Jacinto
Valley—San Bernardino Valley Audubon Society

Check www.sbvas.org for information on the CBC in the
northern San Jacinto Valley. -All are welcome to join in on the
count no matter what your birding experience is.

January 4, 2009, Sunday, 8:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.

BEGINNING BIRD WALK—San Bernardino Valley

Audubon Society

Check www.sbvas.org for current information. A slow—paced
walk to introduce participants to basic birding techniques and
identification skills so you wili feel comfortable birding on your
own or joining Audubon’s longer birding trips. Leader: Doug
Karalun, (909) 425-5355. .

January 18, 2009, Sunday, 9:00 a.m. to Noon

SJWA NATURE WALK

We will be looking for birds at the reclaimed water ponds and
visiting a variety of habitats on this nature walk. Also, we will
talk about the geology and ecology of the wildlife area and
the northern San Jacinto Valley. Join us for a fun day of
birding and
learning about.the
natural resources
of the San Jacinto
Wildlife Area.

| Leaders: Sue
Nash, Tom
Paulek, Mike
McKibben.

February 1, 2009, Sunday, 8:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.

BEGINNING BIRD WALK—San Bernardino Valley

Audubon Society.

Check www.sbvas.org for current information. A slow-paced
walk to introduce participants to basic birding techniques and
identification skills so you will feel comfortable birding on your
own or joining Audubon’s longer birding trips. Leaders:
Jennifer & Michelle Tobin. Contact: Cathy Tobin, (951) 684-
9613.

February 21, 2009, Saturday, 8:00 a.m.

SAN JACINTO WILDLIFE AREA—San Bernardlno Valley
Audubon Society

Check www.sbvas.org for current mformatlon Ducks geese,
ibis and birds of prey of some of the birds to be seen on this

trip. Leader. To Be Announced. Check SBVAS web page
for updated information on this walk.

Just a reminder that there is all day waterfow! hunting on
Wednesdays & Saturdays from October 19, 2008 through
February 7, 2009 at the wildlife area. Because of hunting
days we have to schedule our nature walks on Sundays. We
plan on having Saturday walks (when possible) this spring.

BEGINNING BIRD WALKS: San. Bemardino Valley
Audubon Society organizes and sponsors Beginning Bird
Walks (BBW) at various locations in Riverside County. We
are fortunate that a number of the walks are held at the San
Jacinto Wildlife Area. Please note that the BBWs start at
8:00 a.m. Please check their-web site at: www.sbvas.org for
information on dates and locations for all their Beginning Bird
Walks. Or call Cathy Tobin at (951) 684-9613. Thank you

. SBVAS!

FOR INFORMATION on the Friends walks, call Ann

- McKibben at (951) 924-8150 or Sue Nash at (909) 228-6710.

Our walks are free and open to all. Children are welcome
and you do not need to be a member of the Friends to join us
on any of our walks.
. ’ ~
WHERE TO MEET: All nature walks meet at the appointed
time in the parking lot of the San Jacinto Wildlife Area
headquarters at 17050 Davis Road, Lakeview. There are
picnic tables and restrooms available if you want to spend
the day.

FOR ALL WALKS: Bring binoculars, camera (if you are
interested), non-toxic insect repellant, sturdy walking shoes,
hat, sunscreen, plenty of water, lunch, snacks, and wear
appropriate clothing for the weather.

TO VISIT THE SAN JACINTO WILDLIFE AREA:
Hours: - The wildlife area is open seven days a week from -
Dawn to Dusk. You are welcome to visit on your own at any
time. There is an Information Kiosk on the east side of Davis
Road adjacent to the parking lot.

FALL HUNTING HOURS: The San Jacinto Wildlife Area is
owned by the state of California and managed by the
Department of Fish'and Game. Hunting is allowed at all
state-owned wildlife areas. Hunting fees which are collected
at facilities throughout the state are used to manage wildlife
habitat throughout the state.

Waterfow! Hunting: October 18, 2008 through February
7, 2009; There will be ALL DAY waterfowl hunting on all
Wednesdays and Saturdays. The Wetland Areas at the
San Jacinto Wildlife Area will be closed ALL DAY ON
WEDNESDAY AND SATURDAYS for non-hunting public
use during the waterfowl season.

Pheasant Hunting: November 10, 17, 24, and December
1, 8, 15, 2008 (ALL Mondays), there is ALL DAY pheasant
hunting throughout the wildlife area on the Mondays listed.
Please keep these dates in mind when you schedule your
visits to the wildlife area and call the area staff at (951) 928-
0580 during regular work hours if you have any questlons
regarding which areas might be closed.

DIRECTIONS TO THE SAN JACINTO WILDLIFE AREA:
San Jacinto Wildlife Area, 17050 Davis Road, Lakeview.
Teléphone: (951) 928-0580. DAVIS ROAD IS CLOSED
FROM MORENO VALLEY. Please use one of these
alternate routes to visit the San Jacinto Wildlife Area. From
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Moreno Valley: go south on Perris Boulevard to the Ramona
Expressway; go east on the Ramona Expressway to Davis
Road in Lakeview; go north on Davis Road 2.3 miles to the
headquarters. From Hemet/San Jacinto Area: take the
Ramona Expressway west to Davis Road in Lakeview;. go

north on Davis Road 2.3 miles to the headquarters. From -

Highway 215: take the Ramona Expressway east to Davis
Road in Lakeview (traffic signal); go north on Davis Road 2.3
miles to the area headquarters.

PLEASE USE CAUTION WHILE DRIVING ON DAVIS
ROAD IF THERE HAVE BEEN RECENT RAINS. Do not
drive on Davis Road if it is muddy or it is raining. During the
rainy season, please call the wildlife area headquarters,
(951) 928-0580, during regular work hours to ask about road
conditions.

S_a.ﬁez_ﬁ_azmmmm
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR DONATIONS: The Friends
realize that we are fortunate to have supporters who continue
to make donations to our organization year after year. Thank

- you for making it possible for the Friends to go forward with
their work!

THANK YOU Ann McKibben and Sue Nash for folding,
labeling, and sealing our spring newsletter.

WAIVER_FORM: The Friends will be asking 'all walk
participants so sign waiver of responsibility forms. Please be
aware that minors (under the age 18) cannot sign the waiver.
The signator must be a parent of other responsible adult. If
you will not be with or are dropping off a minor at one of the
Friends' nature walks, please call Sue Nash at (909) 228-
6710 or e-mail her at: snash22@earthlink.net for a copy of
- the form so you can sign it and have the minor bring it with
them. The form can also be found on our web page.

FRIENDS’ WEB PAGE: Please check out the Friends' web
page at. www.northfriends.org for information about our
nature walks and updated “Take Action” information.

OTHER NEWS: : '

WHERE WE'VE BEEN SEEN: The Friends attended the
May 17 Idyliwild Earth Fair held in Idyliwild where they hosted
an information table about the San Jacinto Wildlife Area.
Sue Nash hosted the table, talked to visitors and gave
handouts to those who stopped by. Thank you to Sue for

spending the day at the festival and getting the word out
about the San Jacinto Wildlife Area and the Friends!

- SELF-GUIDED AUTO TOUR: a self-guided auto tour is

available for visitors to use at the San Jacinto Wildlife Area.
These reusable guides follow a series of signs and explain
what can be seen at each of the seven stops. You can pick
them up from a box which is adjacent to the entrance kiosk.
You will find a “return” box for the guides sitting on the other
side of the road as you leave the wildlife area.

TIRED OF OUR NEWSLETTER?: The Friends would be
happy to remove your name from our mailing list if you no
longer want to receive our newsletter. Send your name and
address to: Friends of the Northern San Jacinto Valley, P.O.
Box 9097, Moreno Valley, CA  92552-9097; e-mail:
northfriends@northfriends.org or cali Ann McKibben at (951)
924-8150 to have your name deleted. Our current newsletter
is posted on the Friends’ web page at: www.northfrieinds.org

UP-COMING EVENTS:
OCTOBER 18 (noonto S5p.m.) & 19 (9 a.m. to 3 p.m.), 2008

"~ FALL PLANT SALE, UCR Botanic Gardens. Information:

(951) 784-6962. www.gardens.ucr.edu

NOVEMBER 22 & 23, 2008 — WILDLIFE ART FESTIVAL,
San Bernardino County Museum, 2024 Orange Tree Lane,
Redlands. Information: (909) 307-2669.

MAY. 16, 2009 (10 a.m. to 3 p.m.) — DUCK DAZE, Hidden
Valley Nature Center, 11401 Arlington Avenue, Riverside.
Information: (951) 785-7452. _

Photographs for this issue by: Anna Cadle, George
Hague, Ann McKibben.

SJWA Plant Walk, April 2008

FRIENDS OF THE NORTHERN
SAN JACINTO VALLEY

P.O. Box 9097

Moreno Valley, CA 92552-9097

e-mail: nporthfriends@northfriends.org
web page: www.northfriends.org

Board Members: Greg Ballmer, Jane Block, Geérge
Hague, Ann McKibben, Doug Morton, Sue Nash, Tom
Paulek, Paul Prado

The Friends of the Northern San Jacinto Valley is a local
conservation group dedicated to preserving and protecting
the northern San Jacinto Valley, San Jacinto Wildlife Area,
and Mystic Lake. We are a 501(c)(3) organization.

The Roadrunner comes out twice a yéar in February and
September. It is written and edited by Ann McKibben, Sue
Nash & Tom Paulek.
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MEMBERSHIP FORM - Please enroll me as a contributing member of the
Friends of the Northern San Jacinto Valley. I will contribute:

_ $10.00 __$20.00 _ $50.00 __ $100.00  __Gift Membership

Name

Address

City | State/Zip Code
Telephone | Date_

e-mail

Make checks payable to: Friends of the Northern San Jacinto Valley
Mail to: Friends of the Northern San Jacinto Valley

P.O. Box 9097 .

Moreno Valley, CA 92552-909

e-mail: northfriends@northfriends.org
- The Friends is a 501(c)}(3) organization.

The Roadrunner, September 2008
FRIENDS OF THE NORTHERN
SAN JACINTO VALLEY

P.O. Box 9097

Moreno Valley, CA 92552-9097

“Return Service Requested”

Membership Renewal
October is the Month!
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By David Lamfrom

A Brief Introduction to Mojave Na-
tional Preserve: To millions of drivers en
route to or returning from Sin City, the
Mojave National Preserve is a large green

ged, barren landscape to be traversed. To
those who have come to know “the Pre-
serve” it is a 1.6 million acre desert
mountain wonderland, teeming with wild-
life, wildflowers, and wilderness; a place
containing singing sand dunes, sweeping
. vistas, and arguably the finest night sky
viewing in Southern California. The Mo-
jave Preserve is a significant reservoir of
cultural history dating back 8,000 years
or more and is a haven of wilderness
within a developing world, allowing cur-
rent and future generations the opportu-
nity to expenence the vastness and diver-
sity of the Eastern Mojave Desert.

"Introducmg Mr. Dénnis Schramm
Dennis Schramm has been the super-
,intendent of Mojave National Preserve
for almost three' years. He is a profes-
sional botanist who grew up in the Mo-

the population boom that impacts desert
~wildlands-—

or brown area on a map, a desolate, rug- .

' jave Desert and. has witnessed firsthand.

NPS for 31 years and has worked in
Alaska as well as Santa Monica Moun-
tains NRA. I have posed questions to
Dennis in order to share the work being
done at Mojave National Preserve. The
National Parks Conservation Association
(NPCA) would like to thank Dennis
Schramm for taking the time to discuss
the Mojave National Preserve with us.

David: Speaking to those who are unfa-
miliar with the Preserve, what is sig-
nificant about Mojave National Pre-
serve?

Dennis: Well from the perspectwe
of the enabling Jeglslanon it is the natural
and scenic resources including transi-
tional desert elements that all come to-
gether here; it is the human history and
the resources associated with Native
Americans and westward expansion; and

" it is the opportunities for compatible out-

door -recreation and to promote. under-
standing of the Mojave Desert.
From my personal perspective I

think the most significant thing is the

preservation of 1.6 million-acres of prime
Mojave Desert. ecosystem and the vast

landscapes that are encompassed within

Denms-—has worked for the fthe Preserye.‘ Consid%.thg’:,dé%lop« -

Interview With Dennis Sdlramm. « o Superintendent of Mojave Natzonal Preserve

Craig Deutsehe/Desert Commitice
The South Entrance to a National Treasure

ments being proposed today in the Mo-

_jave, it is so important that a large ex-

panse of the Mojave Desert is perma-
nently protected for future generations.

Your favorite destination in the Pre-
serve?

Wow, that’s kind of hard. There are
so many. different landscapes and vegeta-
tion types to explore. But I would have to
say that the hike into the Castle Peaks is
definitely one of the tops on my list.

In your lifetime, how has the Méjavé
Desert changed?

s (Continued on page 2)

Population growth and the-way peo- -
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Grey Frandsen Endorsement.........12
Candidate 66th Assembly District

Membership Meetings ||

Tuesday, January 6

Mount Zirkel Wilderness

Mary Ann Ruiz, Chapter
member and Chair of the Los
Serranos Group will present the
stunning scenery of the MLt
Zirkel Wilderness she experi-
enced during her 9-day back-
pack last summer.

Tuesday, February 3

San Manuel Band of
Mission Indians

Most know the San Manuel
Band of Mission Indians is lo-
cated above Highland, but few
know much about their history
and culture.  James Ramos,
Chairman of the Band will bring
a wealth of information featuring
song, culture and history.

Programs begin at 7:30 p.m.

at the San Bernardino County

Museum in Redlands
(California St exit 10 Fwy)

‘ for almost three years He is a profes

sional botanist who grew up in the Mo-
' jave Desert and. has witnessed firsthand
the population boom that impacts desert
~wildlands: Dennis-has worked for the

e

“think the most significant thing 1is the definitely one of the tops on my list.
preservation of 1.6 million-acres of prime In your lifetime, how has the Mojave
Mojave Desert. ecosystem and the vast Desert ct ed?

landscapes that are encompassed within
-the Preserve’ Considering -the.dévelop- -

Populatlon growth and the-way peo-
TR (CormnuedanpageZ)
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Monmt Zirkel Wﬂdm Area

B derness Area in Colorado is

g located in Routt National

Forest and includes 160,000

f acres between the elevations
of 7,000 to 12, 180 feet.

21 designated by the 1964 Wil-
s d demess Act, Mount Zirkel
Mary Ann Ruiz/Los Serranos Group 35 greatly enhanced by
- ddditions in 1980 and 1993
which augmented the eco-
logical integrity of the wilderness by combining vital low-elevation
forests and rivers with the rocky alpine spine of the Park Range.
Major rivers flow from countless glacial lakes along this
northernmost stretch of Colorado’s Continental Divide. Mount
Zirkel and its lakes owe their current shape to Pleistocene glacia-
“tion 15,000 years ago.

. One significant attribute of Mount Zirkel lies in its miles or
‘river valleys. The two major rivers in the wilderness, the Elk and
"the Encampment have both been proposed for official designations

as wild and scenic rivers by the Forest Service, and offer many
miles of lovely valley hiking.

Bighom Lake

The Mount Zirkel Wl]-

One of the five original |}
Colorado wilderness areas | §§

San Manuel Band of Mission Indlans

tory and present status of the San Manuel Band
{ which has lived peacefully with Mother Earth for
# thousands of years. The land they inhabited has
helped to shape their culture, traditions and pre-
sent lives. The people at the San Manuel reserva-
B tion trace their ancestry to the indigenous people
§ of the San Bemardino highlands, passes, valleys,
and mountains who the Spaniards collectively
James Ramos, Chairman of the san  Ca116d the Serrano, a term meaning highlander.
Manuel Band of Mission Indians ~ The Serrano looked to nature and the land to

provide the necessities of life including shelter,
clothing, food and plants used for medicine. Those Serrano who lived at
Yuhaviat,-an area of pine trees near present day Big Bear Lake were

called the Yuhaviatam or the People of the Pines. Members of the San

Manuel Band of Mission Indians are descended from the Yuhaviatam and
- like their ancestors - they maintain a special connection to the land.

In 1891 with passage of the Act for Relief for Mission Indians the San
Manuel reservation was established and recognized as a sovereign nation
with the right of self-govemment. The ‘San Manuel reservation was
named in honor of its courageous leader, Santos Manuel, and henceforth
the tribe was recognized as the San Manuel Band of Mission Indians.
Today the San Manuel reservation is just over 800 acres and is located in
the foothills of the San Bernardino Mountains in California, just north of
the city of Highland.

Sierra Club’s Climate Reoovery Agenda

By Carl Pope The Sierra Club's g

QOur Next Steps: In 2008, Amer-;cgms Climate

Recovery
chose change. “New Energy for America” Agenda:  Fixing our

ped “Drill, Baby, drill,” marking a ScOnOmY, transform- it

major change across the country.
Now that the celebrations are done, we
must roll up our sleeves and get to work.

ing our energy future,
slowing and ulti-
mately reversing cli-

Barack Obama’s top priority is investment
in clean energy and energy efficiency in

| order to jumpstart our economy, create

green jobs and make us more secure — and
the Sierra Club’s Climate Recovery
Agenda closely follows that priority. En-
ergy is now a national priority, and it’s
clear that the steps we need to take to help
our economy recovery will also help our
climate recover.

mate change and its consequences will re-
quire a clear agenda and aggressive timeta-
ble that will allow us to repower, refuel and
rebuild America.

The Sierra Club’s Climate Recovery
Agenda will help our economy recover,
reduce our dependence on foreign oil, cut
carbon 'emissions 80% by 2050, and protect
our natural heritage, communities and

(Continued on page 2)
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country from the consequences of

global warming.

Putting our planet on the path to .eco-

nomic and climate recovery will require

Congress, working with the Obama

Administration, to:

e Invest $150 - 500 billion in clean
energy to create millions of new,
high quality jobs.

.o Reduce our dependence on oil by
increasing vehicle fuel efficiency,
increasing the use of alternative
fuels, and deploying innovative

- transportation technology like plug
in hybrids.

¢  Move America to 100% renewable
energy for electricity and dramati-
cally increase the efficiency of our
buildings and homes.

e Tackle global climate change by
establishing an economy-wide cap

on carbon emissions. Ensure that -

carbon permits are auctioned.

e  Take action that acknowledges the
consequences global warming -is
already having and the need to
protect vulnerable communities,
wildlife and their habitat”~ from
drought, intense flooding, wildfires
and the other changes we are al-
ready experiencing.

Congress’ first step working with
Obama Administration should be serious
investments in high performance technolo-

gies and energy productivity improvements -

that will create millions of immediate jobs.
‘Public and private building  energy tip-

grades, mass transportation improvements’

and grid modernization should also be part
of any economic recovery package.

America can lead by example.. By’

taking actions at home, we can provide
leadership on the interational 'stage to
both work with and be competitive with
other nations. This agenda will be hard
work, but the good news is_that these are

ple use the desert have changed a lot. Of
course Las Vegas has grown substantially
since I went to school and college there in
the 60’s and 70’s. This surge of people
has caused unprecedented development in
the Vegas valley and the Victor Valley/
Lancaster areas.

Have attitudes towards the Mojave changed?
I'm not sure if attitudes overall have
changed, but a lot more people seem to be
interested in motorized recreation, whether it
is jet skis on Lake Mead and the Colorado
River, or four wheel drive vehicles in OHV
areas. There is still a core population of
folks who prefer a more intimate experience
with the desert, but their voices don’t seem

- as loud as in the 60’s.

In your tenure, what do you consider to
be the greatest victories or achievements
attained?

Well, I have to include in my tenure my

first seven years here as the planner and.

management assistant. Of course, my first
major accomplishment was completion of
the General Management Plan in 2001. Dur-
ing those first years we also removed 4,000
feral burros and around 8,000 cattle (all with
donated funds!). Restoration of the Kelso
Depot and opening it as our main visitor
center has been a significant achievement
and remains a tremendous opportunity for
visitor contact. -Mojave achieved a 99%
visitor satisfaction rate last year and a lot has
to do with the Kelso Depot and staff that
work there.

I’'m also proud -of the work we are do-
ing to reduce our impact on the environ-
ment. We now have eleven solar systems
operating around the Preserve and this year
will eliminate the last diesel generator from
the Preserve. This year we also converted all
our maintenance equipment to, bio-based
fluids and greatly expanded our recycling
program. Finally T would have to say that the

What do you consider to be the greatest
threats to Mojave National Preserve? ~

I think most of our threats today are
originating outside the Preserve, some from
sources that you wouldn’t have suspected.
Obviously, the proposed Southern Nevada
Supplement Airport just north of Primm
poses major threats to the natural quiet of
the Preserve if it is built. Then there are the
hundreds of solar and wind energy applica-
tions filed all over the desert. Mojave has
nine proposals surroundmg it in California.
The Ivanpah Solar is moving rapidly

through the permitting process. It lies on the.

bajada just east of -Clark Mountain. They

propose to clear nearly 9,000 acres for solar .

energy development, the ‘majority of which
is wet solar. They would heat water to pro-
duce steam by pointing mirrors at several
450 foot tall towers. Then they would bum
natural gas at night to keep the water warm.
We’ve learned recently that some of the
projects are proposing new utility rights of
way through the Preserve to connect with
grid.
Why? How can these challenges be best
addressed? :
- The public ng:eds to speak up at the
hearings for these projects. As a federal
agency we can only do so much. We raise
our concerns at every opportunity, but we

. are also thinking ahead to mitigation if the

projects do get built. It is important for the
public to learn the details about these pro-
posals and know how these projects will
affect the future of the Mojave Desert.

Looking fofward what are your goals

“and prioritiés for’i lmprovmg Mojave Na-

tional Preserve?

This could go on for a while! There are
several areas that we have identified for the
future. One obvious opportunity is the Na-
tional Park Service Centennial Celebration
in 2016. A 'major initiative is already under-

(Continued on page 11)
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“Public and private building energy up-

grades, mass transportation improvements
and grid modemization should also be part
of any economic recovery package.
America can lead by example. By
taking actions at home, we can provide
leadership on the international ‘stage to
both work with and be competitive with
other nations. This agenda will be hard
work, but the good news is that these are
proven ways to face our economic and
environmental challenges — and the solu-

- tions help everyone.

ing to reduce our impact on the environ-» and prioritiesfor Hnproving Mojave Na-

ment. We now have eleven solar systems
operating around the Preserve and this year
will eliminate the last diesel generator from
the Preserve. This year we also converted all

our maintenance equipment to, bio-based

fluids and greatly expanded our recycling
program. Finally I would have to say that the

tional Preserve?

This could go on for a while! There are
several areas that we have 1dent1ﬁed for the
future.- One obvious opportunity is the Na-
tional Park Service Centennial Celebratlgn
in 2016. A major initiative is already under-

‘(Continued on page 11)
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(951) 686-4141
e-mail: ralphsalisbury@att.net

Webmasters

Linda Jones
Ilndareej@lnfowest com’
Ralph Salisbury

Preserve

The

Future

ot everyone can make a
large gift to protect the environment
during their lifetime, but you can
preserve the environment for gen-
erations to come by remembering
the Sierra Club in your wilL

There are many gift options avail-
able. We can even help you plan
a gift for your local Chapter.

For more information and confi-
dential assistance, contact:

John Calaway
_Director, Gift Planning
85 Second Street, 2nd Floor
San Francisco, CA 94105
(800) 932-4270

‘planned. giving@sierraclub.org
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and Section News

Moreno Valley Group

By Ann McKibben
According to Moreno Valley city plan-

" ning staff, the Highland Fairview Corporate

Center project will probably: go before the
city’s planning commission early next year.
The city released the draft environmental
impact report (DEIR) in August 2008; com-
ments were due on September 19. The pro-
ject proponent wants to build a 2.42 million

'square- foot logistic center for Skechers

Shoes along the southern edge of Highway
60 between Redlands Boulevard. and‘ Theo-

dore- Street in eastern Moreno Valley. Con-

cerns are: increased truck traffic which will
occur if this project and two other logistic
centers are built along Highway 60. Also,
increased air pollution, diesel particulates
and’ their effects on local air quality is a huge
concern as aré health effects: Please contact
project planner Mark Gross, Moreno Valley
Planning Department, (951) 413-3222 to

* confirm dates and times for the public hear-

ings. Also, please take: time to attend the
Planning Commission hearing and "Moreno

-Valley City Council meeting and let them

know that you are concerned about the se-
vere health effects, traffic, and changes in

.land use designations this project will have.

You can call Mr. Gross for more information
on the project. And-you can also call
George Hague, Group Conservation Chair at

"(951) 924-0816, or e-mail the Moreno Val-
movalleygroup@yahoo.com

for information on when the Planning Com-

Association accepted $263,000 from High-
land Fairview developer Iddo Benzeevi and
$100,000+ from local real estate business-

-man Jerry Stephens of Diversified Real Es-

-ard Stewart. Ih other election news, the

tate. The treasurer for the Moreno Valley
Taxpayers Association is Moreno Valley
Planning Commission member Michael

Geller. Mr. Geller is also a law partner with-

Moreno Valley City Councilmember Rich-

“Moreiio ‘Valley Utility' User’s Tax over-
. whelming passed in the November election.

McAnally Chicken Ranch Conditional

‘Use Permit (CUP) No. 3512 is on the fast

H

- directly to the Riverside County Board of -
- Supervisors for approval.

" ning Commission:

*track for approval by Riverside County.

According to planning staff, the project will
bypass a hearing- before the Riverside
County Planning Commission and will go

No reason was
given for fast-tracking the project. The
Friends of the Northern San Jacinto Valley
sent a letter to the Riverside County Plan-
ning Department Director Ron Goldman and

Supervisor Marion Ashley requesting that -

the project be heard before the county Plan-
No one replied to the

request. The ranch, if approved,- would

“house 2.2 MILLION -chickens adjacent to
‘ the San Jacinto Wildlife Area where thou-
-sands of waterfow! and shorebirds winter

mission and/or City Council hearings will be

held. Planning Commission and city council
meetings agendas can be found at:
www.moreno-valley.ca.us/

Two new city council members were
elected in Moreno Valley’s November elec-
tion. Robin Hastings was elected to repre-
sent Moreno Valley’s 3 District (which
covers the eastern portion of Moreno Valley
where the Highland Fairview projected is
She renlaces Frank

nronnged _ta_be _huilt)

http://

‘each year.

Major concerns regarding the
project are the spread of avian flu, water
quality degradation, locating an industrial
scale poultry fac1hty dext to the San Jacinto

Wildlife Area (a cornerstone reserve in Tthe’

Riverside County Multiple Species Habitat
Conservation Plan) plus locating such a huge
facility adjacent within feet of the flood
plain of the San Jacinto River. Comments

“on the draft environmental impact report

were ‘due on November 9, 2008. In order to
build The Villages of Lakeview project the
developer (Lewis Operating Corp) has to

relocate an existing chicken ranch. It will be  Area.

for updated information. The Friends of the
Northern San Jacinto Valley also have infor-
mation posted on their web site:
www.northfriends.or

The Riverside County Planning Com-
mission held an all day workshop on The
Villages of Lakeview project at their Octo-
ber 15, 2008 commission meeting. Planning
staff spent the morning hours giving presen-
tations on various aspects of the project.

freeway and expose them to high levels of '

air pollution. The ‘old” Cajalco Road would
remain in place, meaning that Cajalco. and
the Mid County Parkway would be parallel
routes and disrupt the rural landscape for
homeowners. You can log onto the web site
for the project at: http://
www.midcountyparkway.org/ You can also
review DEIR documents at their web site.

"For more information call the RCTC at (951)

’ Morgnd Valley Group hike to Olive Mouutqig Pe:ak in Moreno Valley.

After a lunch break -thé: Lewis Operating
Corp (LOC), proponeits of the project, spent
the afternoon touting the virtues of LOC and
explaining the quality "and value of their
project. ‘“The workshop completely ignored
talking: about any issues related to placing

3,000 high- density "units betiveen"the San .

Jacinto Wildlife ‘Area and the Ramona Ex-
pressway or how locating these units would
be beneficial to the San Jacinto Wildlife
There was no discussion of putting

787-7141. Project manager is Cathy Bechtel.

'Or you can call George Hague, Group Con-
“servation Chair at (951) 924-0816, or e-mail

the -Moreno Valley Group at: movalley-
group@yahoo.com for updated information.
Save Our Skyline: Box Springs thru the
Badlands is a group based in Moieno Valley
committed to preserving the city’s northem
skyline. Meetings are the third Tuesday of
every month at the Coffee Grinder, 23580
Sunnymead Blvd. For more information, call

Janet Deen/Moreno Valley
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meetmgs agendas can be found at: http//
www.moreno-valley.ca.us/ .
Two new city council members were

elected in Moreno Valley’s November elec-
tion. Robin Hastings was elected to repre-

sent Moreno Valley’s 3 District (which
covers the eastern portion of Moreno Valley
where the Highland Fairview projected is
proposed to be built). She replaces Frank
West who has served for many years. Ms.
Hastings is chief of staff for Riverside
County Supervisor Marion Ashley. Jesse
Molina was elected to represent the 1% Dis-

Riverside County Multiple Species Héb?tat
Conservation Plan) plus locating such a huge
facility adjacent within feet of the flood
plain of the San Jacinto River. - Comments
on the draft environmental impact. report
were due on November 9, 2008. In order to
build The Villages of Lakeview project the
developer (Lewis Operating Corp) has to
relocate an existing chicken ranch. It will be
merged with another facility and relocated to
the Bridge Street location if the approval
process goes forward. If you have questions
regarding the project, please contact: Matt

trict defeating long-time city councilmember
Charles White. Both Mr. West and"Mr.
White were targeted by the Moreno Valley
Taxpayers Association who claimed that
traffic and crime had risen Districts 1 and 3.
According to a November 5, 2008 article in
The Press-Enterprise, the Moreno Valley

Taxpayers Association spent over $350,000

to unseat both West and White. Apparently,
crime and traffic issues only occur in Dis-
tricts 1 and '3 of the city and stay within
council district lines. Councilmember Wil-
liam Bate + was unopposed and won reelec-
tion for th. 5" District. He was not targeted
by the group. According to an October 17,
2008 article appearing in The Press-
Enterprise, the Moreno Valley Taxpayers

George Hague/Moreno Valley

Straite, Riverside County Planning Depart-
ment, 4080 Lemon Street, 9% Floor, ‘P.O.
Box 1409, Riverside, CA  92502-1409,
(951) 955-8631. Please take time to voice
your concerns about this project ‘and the
effects it will have on the northern San Ja-
cinto Valley and the San Jacinto Wildlife

Area. You can also help by attending the.

public hearing before the board of supervi-
sors. - If you are following this project, you
can check the Board of Supervisors’ web
page for their” agenda at: http:/

‘www.clerkoftheboard.co.riverside.ca.us/

agendas/2008.htm You can also call
George Hague, Group Conservation Chair at
(951) 924-0816, or e-mail the Moreno Val-
ley Group at: movalleygroup@yahoo.com

A sl A lind 10

tlie aﬁemoon toutmg the virtues of LOC and

explaining the quality ‘and value of their
project. “The workshop completely ignored
talking about any issues related-to placing

3,000’ high-density "units between: the San .

Jacinto Wildlife "Area and the Ramona Ex-
pressway or how locating these units would
be beneficial to the San Jacinto Wildlife
Area. There was no discussion of putting
compatible land uses adjacent to the wildlife
area and existing homeowners in Lakeview.
Around 3:30 in the afternoon the public was
‘allowed to make comments on the proposed
project with 3 minutes allotted to each per-
son speaking. George Hague, Group Con-
servation Chair, made comments as did
Ileene Anderson from the Center for Bio-
logical Diversity, Tom Paulek, conservation
chair for the Friends of the Northern San
Jacinto Valley, and Ann McKibben from the
FNSJV. Members of the UCCRC citizen’s
group in Nuevo and other members of the
public made comments expressing their
concerns about the project and how it would
affect existing landowners in the commu-
nity. A few people spoke in support of the
project. For more information on the pro-

- ject, contact project planner Matt Straite,

Riverside County Planning Department at
(951) 955-8631. You can check for plan-
ning commission agendas at: http://
www.rctima.org/planning/content/hearings/
pc/current_pc.html The Friends of the
Northern San Jacinto Valley have informa-
tions posted at their web site:
www.northfriends.org According to county
planning staff, the draft environmental im-
pact report for the project will be released in
the summer of 2009. :

The draft environméntal document for
the Mid County Parkway (MCP), a River-
side County Transportation Commission
(RCTC) project which plans to expand the
Ramona_Expressway from the city of San
Jacinto to the city of Corona as a six to eight
lane road, was released on October 10, 2008.
Three public meetings were held in October
and two public hearings were held in No-
vember. Because of the large number of
documents to review for the project, the
deadline for comments was postponed until
January 8, 2009. The preferred project route
would displace about 100 homes, a fire sta-
tion and businesses in the city of Perris. It
would leave existing homes next to the new

hatadd 2=)

the -Moreno Valley Group at: movalley-
group@yahoo.com for updated information.
Save Our Skyline: Box Springs thru the
Badlands is a group based i Moreno Valley
committed to preserving the city’s northern
skyline. Meetings are the third Tuesday of
every month at the Coffee Grinder, 23580
Sunnymead Blvd. For more information, call

Dan Clark at (951) 924-2545 or e-mail

saveourskyline@roadrunner.com

For current outings. offered by the Mo- ‘

reno Valley Group, please check our web

page at:  http://sangorgonio.sierraclub.org/

moreno-valley/index.html]
The Moreno Valley Group is selling

Sierra Club calendars to support our activities.
Please contact Theresa Carson at (951) 242-
4752 or e-mail wus at movalley-
group@yahoo.com if you would like to buy
some calendars. '

The city of Moreno Valley Parks and
Community Services Department Recrea-
tional Trails Board is sponsoring a “Hike to
Tern Peak” on January 24, 2009.. They will
meet at 8:30 am: at Landmark Middle
School, 15261 Legendary Drive. Please call
the department at (951) 413-3702 for more
information.

Winter provide wonderful opportunities
for bird watching, hiking, and wildlife photog-
raphy in the northem San Jacinto Valley. To
visit the wildlife area take Interstate 215 south
past the March Air Reserve Base, exit at the
Ramona Expressway; drive east to Davis Road
in Lakeview; go north 2.2 miles until you
come to the wildlife area entrance gates (17050
Davis Road, Lakeview). The wildlife area is
open from dawn to dusk seven days a week.
Wetland areas are closed for hunting all day
Wednesdays and Saturdays through February
7,2009. Please call the wildlife area office for
more information at (951) 928-0580. Please
check www.northfriends.org for current nature
walks at the San Jacinto Wildlife Area.

The Moreno Valley Group has many
issues to follow, and we are looking for more
volunteers. Any amount of time you could
contribute would be appreciated. For more
information on group meetings and volunteer-

- ing with the Moreno Valley Group, contact

Ann McKibben at (951) 924-8150, Theresa
Carson, (951) 242-4752 or George Hague at

(951) 924-0816 or e-mail us at: movalley-

group@yahoo.com.

g pabt
'servatlon Chair at (951) 924 0816, or e-mail
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By Jenny Wilder

Mojave Group ExCom Election Results

Many thanks to the dedicated
members who submitted their ballot in
a timely manner. We all give Melody a
warm welcome to the Mojave Group
Excom. Melody takes over from Bill as
the Outings Chairperson in January.
We hope to continue to be inspired by
Bill’s outings, Highway Cleanup and
leadership for the Wednesday Evening
Walks. Our current Excom is as fol-
lows: Jenny Wilder, chair; Carol Wiley,
vice Chair; Kim Floyd, Conservation;
Estelle Delgado, Membership & Chap-
ter Excom delegate; Bryan Baker,
Treasurer/website’ - Adriana Durbin,
Secretary; Melody Nichols, Outings
Chair.

We also have a great mix of out-
ings leaders and volunteers who help to
keep the Mojave Group moving along
smoothly. Our ExCom megting on

January 7, 2009 will be an annual plan--

ning meeting and all members are wel-
come to attend. We seek a “Hospitality
Chairperson” for our regular monthly
meetings (2" Weds of the month). The
Hospitality Chairperson is a volunteer

who is responsible for making sure we -

have refreshments at our monthly meet-
ings. This can be done by-making a
roster of people willing to take their
turn or by providing the refreshments
him/herself with the aid of a donation
can and/or group funds.

Hacienda at Fairview Valley Proposal
On November 18, 2008 the County
of San Bernardino and Strata Equity

and Section News
-MOJave Group

Use Services Dept. in San Bernardino.
It will also be posted on the SBLUSD
website at www.sbcounty.gov/
landuseservices. There will be a public
hearing, the date of which will be sent
to all property owners and residents
within 1,300 feet of the proposed pro-
ject and other persons expressing an
interest in the project. Notice of Com-
pletion of the Draft EIR starts a 45-
calendar day public review period.

The environmental consequences
of this project are HUGE, and are not
confined to 1,300 feet of the project
boundary. The issue of water alone is
of concern to all residents in the Victor
Valley, but especially to those whose
water is supplied by Apple Valley Ran-
chos Water Company.

This is a current description of the ~

proposed project: “The Hacienda at
Fairview Valley Specific Plan encom-
passes 1,557 acres and proposes a mas-
ter planned residential community with
opportunities for equestrian, family-
oriented, and active adult (55+) life-
styles. The Specific Plan provides a
mix of approximately 3,114 residential
units, 15 acres of Neighborhood Com-
mercial uses, and approximately 336

acres of Parks/Recreation/Open Space.’
_The land uses would be linked together i
through a network of multi-use trails

and pedestrian paths, parks, greenbelts,
water features, and natural open space.

-In addition, the project proposes three

overlay districts to allow opportunity
for expanding uses, including a Golf
Course Overlay, and Equestrian Over-
lay, and a commercial Overlay.”

anyway. You are not alone. Write to
the county to express your interest in
the project and to get on their list so
that you are informed about updates:
Doug Feremenga, AICP, Senior Plan-
ner, 385 North Arrowhead Avenue,
First Floor, San Bernardino, CA 92415-
0182 or call (909) 387-4147 or email
dferemenga @lusd.sbcounty.gov

Mojave Group members -may also
email Jenny at JensQOasis@aol.com to

- get updates on meetings etc. -
Update from the Friends of Juniper Flats -

The Juniper Flats Area is an im-

portant trans-mountain habitat with

numerous seeps and springs which at-
tract wildlife as well as humans. At
least three streams have year round

The designated vehicle routes in
the region have been signed with open
route markers. . Unfortunately, this
means little to some ATV riders who
like to engage in hill climb activity and
making their own trails. The Friends of
Juniper Flats have developed an Adopt
a Trail program to document and report
this illegal activity. Each trail takes
about 4 hours to complete in the field
and there is an expectation that you
would do so 2-4 times a year..

‘Please become a paying member of
the Friends of Juniper Flats ($5), enjoy
the area and perhaps adopt a trail so
that we can adequately document the
damage to the habitat and especially in
the ‘riparian areas. Some of the trails
require hiking or use of a motorcycle.

RN

Mojave River in Afton Canyon Natural Area
i ‘

surface water in places along their
stretch in most years (2008 was no ex-
ception). This area is located to the

P P . 2 = =

Others may be driven in a car and some
require 4x4. If you are unable to volun-

teer in the field _hut vou have ashilitw for
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turn or by providing the refreshments
him/herself with the aid of a donation
can and/or group funds.

Hacienda at Fairview Valley Proposal

" On November 18, 2008 the County
of San Bemardino and Strata Equity

et~ ot

and pedestnan paths pa.rks greenbelts '
water features, and natural open space.

In addition, the project proposes three
overlay districts to allow opportunity
for €xpanding uses, including a Golf
Course Overlay, and Equestrian Over-
lay, and a commercial Overlay.”

Kelso Dunes, largest field of eollian sand deposits in the Mojave Desert.

Group held a public meeting called an
EIR Public Scoping Meeting. They did
a good job of describing the public
process for this project to be able to
move forward. The next step is for the
county and independent EIR consult-
ants (RBF consulting-John E. Gifford)
to prepare and distribute the DRAFT
EIR. This document will be distributed
to the appropriate state, regional and

“local " agencies for their review-and

comment.

" The Draft EIR will also be avail-
able for public review at the San Ber-
nardino County Library (Apple Valley
Newton T. Bass Branch on Dale Evans
Prky), and at the San Bemnardino Land

(9 390y 116 bsnpiganl),

The zoning at present is for rural
lifestyle, and most of the surrounding
lots are 2.5 acres or more and have
their own well. Some of the subject
property shares a boundary with public
lands. If all the lots were lacre there
would perhaps be 1,557 houses. This
area is not within the Town of Apple
Valley limits, it is in the County area.
Many projects such as this one require

a change'in the County General-Plan. -

This seems to happen rather suddenly,
but in fact it happens because
neighbors are not generally aware of
the environmental consequences, they
don’t have time, or -simply feel that

" they are alone and can’t do anything

-

Mojave River in Afton Canyon Natural Area
) : A

surface water in places along their
stretch in most years (2008 was no ex-
ception). This area is located to the

south of Apple Valley east of the Mo-

jave River to where Highway 18 runs
past the Mitsubishi Cement Plant and
north of the San Bernardmo National
Forest.

The area is managed by the Bureau
of Land Management and represents a
major ‘open space’ for residents of the
Victor Valley. The area has been dev-
astated by several fires including the
Devil Fire and more recently the Wil-

low Fire in 1999. Junipers that survived .

the fires are just now recovering sig-
nificantly and other vegetation includ-

ing trees such as ash and cottonwood in .

the riparian areas are gaining height
and strength. 3 types of Yucca, a virtual
wealth of wildflowers and native bunch

grass contribute to the exceptional -

beauty of the region.

" As if that is not enough, you will
enjoy tremendous views of the valley
and surrounding mountains as well as
fields of huge boulders to clamber over

and which provide shelter on a hot, -

cold or windy day! The area has been
used by humans for thousands of years

-and some important archaeological

sites are protected by the designation as
the Juniper Flats Area of Critical Envi-
ronmental Concern (ACEC). An ACEC
is the BLM’s highest level of manage-
ment for an area.

We will enjoy a hike in the upper
section of Arrastre Canyon on January

11, 2009 and in the ACEC on February -

28, 2009. We are also planning a ser-
vice day to pick up trash (more of a 4x4
activity). See the Outings Calendar for
more information and updates and join

=us to discover the serenity and beauty
of the Juniper Flats Area!

Others may be driven in a car and some
require 4x4. If you are unable to volun-
teer in the field, but you have ability for
organizing, we need someone to then
document the findings from each Adopt
a Trail visit (computer use required).
Contact Jenny Wilder Jen-
sOasis@aol.com or 760 220 0730 for a
map of the open route system and more
information. Please send your member-
ship dues $5 to Friends of Juniper
Flats, Treasurer, P.O. Box 83, Apple
Valley, CA 92307.

Youth in the Desert Hikes

"We continue to offer hikes for
families and often they fill up fast.
Early _ registration for the hikes and
campouts is highly recommended. Visit
the Calendar section to see where we
are going in January and February!
Contact Melody Nichols at Labe-

“lady@msn.com or 760 963 4430 to
join the email list for updates. Thank-

you.Melody! We also encourage fami-
lies to call the leader of regular Sierra
Club Outings to see if their hike is
youth/child friendly. Explore Enjoy,
Protect!

4x4 Adventures

. Estelle and a select group of volun-
teers monitor designated Wildemess
Areas in the Mojave Desert. Designa-
tion as Wildemess takes an act of Con-
gress and is not lightly done. The areas
have unique qualities that may not al-
ways be apparent. They are well worth
exploring! Thank you Estelle. To find
out more about this monitoring effort
and/or to join the team of volunteers

(which could be called the Mojave

Group 4x4 Rovers) contact Estelle at

-‘estelledelgado@venzon net__760 241

7327.°
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The outings calendar is available on the Interet at http:/sangorgonio.sierraclub.org

CALENDAR SUBMISSIONS
DEADLINE: items for the MARCH/APRIL 2009 Calendar are due by February 5.
FORMAT items similar to those below. Send items electronically if possible.

, SUBMISSIONS: Except for below, send to ralphsalisbury@att.net
OUTINGS: Send outings write-ups to your group or section Outings Chair.
MEETINGS and other events: Send to iwfladd@eee.org .

GENERAL INFORMATION, RULES AND DISCLAIMERS .
All Outings Leaders are Chapter Certified Leaders having appropriate Outings Training Courses, First Aid
Courses, and experience for the Outings they lead. LEADERS may exclude individuals-from participation if
they believe they may not be qualified. .Non-Sierra Club members may join outings unless otherwise stated
in the write-up. All participants agree to abide by the Leader's rules. Participants should CALL THE
LEADER AHEAD TO SIGN-UP.

WHAT TO BRING

Many Outings specify items to be carried by EACH participant. Do not attend Outings without the specified
items unless you have first discussed it with the leader. Often the TEN ESSENTIALS are required. They
are: 1) map, 2) compass, 3), flashlight, 4) knife, 5) windproof/waterproof matches in waterproof case, 6) fire
starter, 7) first aid kit, 8) extra food and water for emergency use only, 9) extra clothing including rainwear,
and 10) sun protection including sunscreen/sunglasses/hat. C

ADVENTURE PASS SPECIAL NOTICE :

Outings occurring in the San Bernardino, Angeles, Cleveland, or Los Padres National Forests require a
Forest Service “Adventure Pass” for each vehicle. These Outings will be preceded by ** in the listings that
follow. Be sure to contact the leader regarding permits. The permits cost $30 per year or $5 per day, how-
ever they may not be obtainable the day of your outing. !f you arrive at the meeting place without making
arrangements with the leader and you don't have a pass or find a ride in a vehicle with a pass, you will not

- be able to attend the outing. You are expected to share the cost of the daily passes equally with the others

in the vehicle. A $.50 contribution from everyone in the vehicle is reasonable for annual passes (above

normal mileage contribution). .America The Beautiful interagency Passes may be used in lieu or the Adven-
ture Pass. )

.CARPOOLINGPOLICY.. .. _ ... .. .. . . . .
. In the interests of facilitating the logistics of some outings, it is customary that participants make carpooling
arrangements. The Sierra Club does not have insurance for carpooling arrangements and assumes no

liability for them. Carpooling, ride sharing, or anything similar.is strictly a private arrangement among the *

participants. Participants assume the risks associated with this travel. Drivers should have adequate insur-
ance coverage and their vehicles should have no safety defects. Drivers of carpools agree to not consume

- any alcoholic beverages. It is customary for riders to share expenses with the driver. Ten cents;per-mile per
" person for short trips is suggested while six cents per mile per person.over 100 miles.is usually reasonable:-

. LIABILITY WAIVER T S

In order to participate on one of the Sierra Club’s outings, you will need to sign the following liability waiver. -

Sign-In Sheet & Acknowledgment of Outing Member Responsibility,

Express Assumption of Risk, and Release of Liability

! understand that during my participation in this Sierra Club Outing, | may be exposed to a variety of hazards
and risks, foreseen or unforeseen, which are inherent in each Outing and cannot be eliminated without
destroying the unique character of the Outing. These inherent risks include, but are not limited to, the dan-
gers of serious personal-injury, property damage, and death (“Injuries and Damagés”) from exposure to the
hazards of travel and the Sierra Club has not tried to contradict or minimize my understanding of these risks.
1| know that Injuries and Damages can occur by natural causes or activities of other persons, animals, trip
members, trip leaders and assistants or third parties, either as a resuit of negligence or because of other
reasons. | understand that risks of such Injuries and Damages are involved in adventure travel such as

vents;
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(2ND MON) 7:00 PM SB MOUNTAINS GROUP MEETING
Monthly program meeting. No meeting in August or December. PLACE: St. Richard's Episcopal Church,
28708 Highway 18, Sky Forest. INFO: DAVE BARRIE, (909) 337-0313. SB MOUNTAINS GRP

(2ND TUE) 7:00 PM  CHAPTER CONSERVATION COMMITTEE MEETING
(In July only the meeting will be the 3™ Tuesday, July 18.) Monthly meeting. Take part in working on impor-
tant conservation issues. Please come: we need your help! PLACE: San Gorgonio CHAPTER Office, 4079
Mission Inn Ave., Riverside. INFO: KIM FLOYD, Conservation Chair, kimffloyd@verizon.net, (760) 249-
5385. : ) CHAPTER

(2ND WED) 7:00 PM MOJAVE GROUP ) MEETING

Monthly meeting except for July and August. PLACE: Sterling Inn, Regency Room, 17738 Francesca, Vic- ~

torville. (One block north of Bear Valley Rd. on Ridgecrest.) Enter on Ridgecrest side of the building.
INFO: CAROL WILEY, (760) 245-8734, earthlingwiley@aql.com MOJAVE GROUP

(3RD TUE) 6:00 PM SAN JACINTO VALLEY (HEMET) CONS COMMITTEE MEETING

Monthly conservation meeting. The public is welcome. LOCATION: Call or email for location and directions.

CONTACT: SHAULI ROSEN-RAGER, (951) 767-2203, gardens@netzon.net.
SAN JACINTO VALLEY (HEMET) CONSERVATION COMMITTEE

(3RD.TUE) 6:30 PM BIG BEAR GROUP MEETING
Monthly meeting. INFO: For current program information, please visit the Group web site
www sierraclubbigbeargroup.org. PLACE: Big Bear Discovery Center, 40971 North Shore Dr. (Hwy. 38),
Fawnskin. CONTACT: CHRISTIE WALKER, (909) 866-5006. BIG BEAR GROUP

(3RD TUE) 7:00 PM LOS SERRANOS GROUP MEETING
Monthly meeting except August. The public is welcome. Refreshments will be served. PLACE: Educational
Buiiding, Upland Presbyterian Church, Euclid Ave. at 11th. INFO: MARY ANN RUIZ, (909) 628-1285.

LOS SERRANOS GROUP
(3RD THU) 6:00 PM TAHQUITZ GROUP . MEETING
Monthly meeting except June to September. PLACE: Portola Community Center, 45480 Portola, Palm
Desert (Three blocks south of 111 at Shadow Mountain) Enter parking lot from Shadow Mountain east of

Portola. INFO: MICHAEL HOWARD (760) 323-1050. TAHQUITZ GROUP
*(4TH TUE) 7:00 PM SAN GORGONIO CHAPTER EXCOM. MEETING

Chapter governance meeting. PLACE: The San Gorgonio Chapter office, 4079 Mission Inn Ave., Riverside.

INFO: RICK ESTES 951-314-3328 <rickestes_92585@yahoo.com> = " T : CHAPTER

'WEEKLY REOCCURRING FITNESS ACTIVITIES
' Please read “LIABILITY WAIVER” preceding these listings

MON 6:00 PM;' . RIVERQIDE MT. RUBIDOUX ONE HOUR FITNESS - WALK

. MEET: Ninth Street entrance to Mt. Rubidoux. INFO: JUDY SMITH (951) 369-5117.

L ... SAN GORGONIO SIERRA SINGLES
WED 7:00 PM . .MOJAVE GROUP, VICTOR VALLEY - WALK
Conditioning walk' every Wednesday except Group meeting might on the 2nd Wednesday of the month.
Walks are paced for participants. -Enjoy .the evening air, river breeze, sunsets, stars and moon on a three
_mile walk around Jess Ranch and along the Mojave River. MEET at the.-Victor Valley Museum in Apple
"Valley. “INFO: BILL SPRENG (760) (951) 4520, bspreng@verizon.net or JENNY WILDER (760) 220-0730,

-JensOasis@aol.com. MOJAVE GROUP

A5 ' 4

SRR ' DECEMBER 15 - DECEMBER 21

Please read “LIABILITY WAIVER?” preceding these listings
(Also refer to Weekly reoccurring Outings & Activities)
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" (1ST MON) 6:00 PM

EXPress Assumption or'RISK, and Release orCiabiity — - = s

| understand that during my participation in this Sierra Club Outing, | may be exposed to a vanety of hazards
and risks, foreseen or unforeseen, which are inherent in each Outing and cannot be eliminated without

destroying the unique character of the Outing. These inherent risks include, but are not llmned to, the dan--

gers of serious personal injury, property damage, and death (* Injunes and Damages ) from e exposure to the™
hazards of travel and the Sierra Club has not tried to contradict or minimize my understanding of these risks.
1| know that Injuries and Damages can occur by natural causes or activities of other persons, animals, trip
members, trip leaders and assistants or third parties, either as a result of negligence or because of other
reasons. | understand that risks of such Injuries and Damages are involved in adventure travel such as
Sierra Club Outings and | appreciate that | may have to exercise extra care for my own person and for oth-

ers around me in the face of such hazards. | further understand that on this Outing there may not be rescue.

or medical facilities or expemse necessary to deal with the Injuries and Damages to which | may be ex-
posed.

In consideration for my acceptance as a participant on this Quting, and the services and amenities to be
provided by the Sierra Club in connection with the Outing, | confirm my understanding that:

. | have read any rules and conditions applicable to the Outing made available to me; | will pay any
" costs and fees for the Outing; and | acknowledge my participation is at the discretion of the teader.

. The Outing begins and ends at the location where the Outing officially commences with leader
and participants in attendance, as designated by the Sierra Club (“Traithead™). The Outing does
not include carpooling, transportation, or transit to and from the Trailhead, and | am personally
responsible for ali risks associated with this travel. This does not apply to transportation provided
by the Sierra Club after the commencement and before the end of the Outing.

. If | decide to leave early and not to complete the Outing as planned, | assume all risks inherent in
my decision to leave and waive all liability against the Sierra Club arising from that decision.
Likewise, if the leader has concluded the Outing, and | decide to go forward without the leader, |
assume all risks inherent in my decision to go forward and walve all liability against the Sierra
Club arising from that decision.

. This Agreement is intended to be as broad and inclusive as is permitted by law. If any provision
or any part of any provision of this Agreement is held to be invalid or legally unenforceable for any
reason, the remainder of this Agreement shall not be affected thereby and shall remain valid and
fuIIy enforceable.

e - To the fullest extent allowed by Iaw, | agree to WAIVE, DISCHARGE CLAIMS, AND RELEASE
FROM LIABILITY, and to INDEMNIFY AND HOLD HARMLESS the Sierra Club, its officers,
directors, employees, agents, and leaders from any and all llability on account of, or in any way
resulting from Injuries and Damages, even if caused by negligence of the Sierra Club its officers, .
directors, employees, agents, and leaders, in any way connected with this ‘Outing. | understand

-and intend that this assumption of risk and release is binding upon my heirs, executors, adminis-
trators and assigns. and includes any minors accompanying me on the Outing.

| have read thls document in ns entlrety ‘and | freely and voluntanly assume all nsks of such Injunes and

* Damages and notwnhstandmg such-risks; | agree to participate in the Outing.

Note: If the participant is a minor, the minor's guardian must sign on the.minor’s behalf. .

RECURRING'MONTHLY MEETINGS
- (LOOK IN CALENDAR FOR DATES)

. ey -

SB MOUNTAINS GROUP EXCOM MEETING
Lake Ridge Escrow Conference Room 27236 Blue Jay Mall on Feb, Apr, Jun, Aug, Oct, Nov & Dec. INFO:
DAVE BARRIE, (909) 337-0313.

(1ST TUE) LOS SERRANOS GROUP EXCOM MEETING
Odd-numbered months only (Jan, Mar, May, Jul, Sep, & Nov). PLACE: For meeting time and place call
MARY ANN RUIZ 909-815-9379, ruizmaryann@gmail.com

. LOS SERRANOS GROUP

BIG BEAR GROUP'E):(COM : MEETING
BIG BEAR GROUP

(1ST TUE) 6:30 PM
The meeting place rotates. INFO: CHRISTIE WALKER, (909) 866-5006

(1ST TUE) 7:30 PM SAN GORGONIO CHAPTER MEETING
PROGRAM: See front-page notice. Afterwards, SAN GORGONIO SIERRA SINGLES will adjourn for food
and drink. COST: $1 donation requested. PLACE: San Bernardino County Museum, 2024 Orange Tree
Lane, Redlands. DIRECTIONS: Exit I-10 at California St. INFO: LADD SEEKINS 909-888-0161
<iwfladd@eee.org>. CHAPTER

SB MOUNTAINS GROUP -

mile waIk around Jess Ranch and along the Mojave River. MEET at the-Victor Valley Museum in Apple

"Valley INFO: BILL SPRENG (760) (951) 4520, bspreng@verizon.net or JENNY WILDER (760) 220-0730,

‘JensOasis@aol.com. . MOJAVE GROUP
Fihd l., . . "’,"‘ . }
DECEMBER 15 - DECEMBER-21
Please read “LIABILITY WAIVER?” preceding these listings
(Also refer to Weekly reoccurring Outings & Activities)
DEC 15 (MON) 7:00 PM APPLE VALLEY CONDITIONING HIKE HIKE

Please join me for a 6-mile fast paced conditioning walk along the Mojave River. MEET at the Victor Valley
Museum on Apple Valley Road. The path along the river bed has now been graded & is hard packed, which
makes for nice evening walking conditions. BRING flashlights, jacket, & wear comfortable walking shoes.
Rainy/Foul weather cancels walk, so please call if questionable. LEADER: MELODY NICHOLS (760) 963-
4430 <Labelady@msn.com > MOJAVE GROUP

DEC 16 (TUE) 6:00 PM  SAN JACINTO VALLEY (HEMET) CONS COMMITTEE MEETING
Monthly conservation meeting. The public is welcome. LOCATION: Call or email for location & directions.
CONTACT: SHAULI ROSEN-RAGER, (951) 767-2203, <gardens@netzon.net>

SAN JACINTO VALLEY (HEMET) CONSERVATION COMMITTEE

DEC 16 (TUE) 6:30 PM BIG BEAR GROUP MEETING
Monthly mesting. INFO: For current program information, please™ visit the Group web site
www.sierraclubbigbeargroup.org. PLACE: Big Bear Discovery Center, 40971 North Shore Dr. (Hwy. 38),
Fawnskin. CONTACT: CHRISTIE WALKER, (909) 866-5006. BIG BEAR GROUP

DEC 16 (TUE) 7:00 PM LOS SERRANOS GROUP MEETING
Our -annual Holiday Dessert Potluck is always a fun evening with delicious treats & good company. We will
have some winter holiday music along with our usual meeting. Bring your favorite holiday dessert. Coffee &
beverages will be provided. PLACE: Educational Building, Upland Presbyterian Church, Euclid Ave. at 11th.
INFO: MARY ANN RUIZ, (909) 628-1285.L0S SERRANOS GROUP

DEC 18 (THU) 6:00 PM TAHQUITZ GROUP MEETING
Monthly meeting except June to September PLACE: Portola Commumty Center, 45480 Portola, Palm
Desert (Three blocks south of 111 at Shadow Mountain) Enter parklng lot from Shadow Mountain east of

Portola. INFO: MICHAEL HOWARD (760} 323-1050. TAHQUITZ GROUP
DECEMBER 22 - DECEMBER 28
Please read “LIABILITY WAIVER" preceding these listings
(Also refer to Weekly reoccurring Outings & Activities)
DEC 28 (SUN) SUNSET PEAK =~ o HIKE .

Once again we hope to see the San Gabriel Range covered with snow from this vantage point. The last two
years we have been let down - we hope for more snow this year!. This is a nice 7 mile round trip with about
1350 ft of elevation gain. From the top the view of the whole San Gabriel range, on a crisp. & clear winter
day-is fantastic! BRING: Sturdy shoes, water, lunch. Rain or snow cancels. MEET: For time & place, con-
tact LEADER: MARY ANN RUIZ <Ruizmaryann@gmail.com> (909) 815-9379. LOS SERRANOS GROUP

DECEMBER 29 - JANUARY 4

Please read “LIABILITY WAIVER” preceding these listings
(Also refer to Weekly reoccurring Outings & Activities)

DEC 29 (MON) 7:00 PM APPLE VALLEY CONDITIONING HIKE - HIKE

Please join me for a 6-mile fast paced conditioning walk along the Mojave River. MEET at the Victor Valley
Museum on Apple Valley Road. The path along the river bed has now been graded & is hard packed, which
makes for nice evening walking conditions. BRING flashlights, jacket, & wear comfortable walking shoes.
Rainy/Foul weather cancels walk, so please call if questionable. LEADER: MELODY NICHOLS (760) 963-
4430 <Labelady@msn.com > MOJAVE GROUP

DEC 29-JAN 3 MON-SAT CARRIZO PLAIN NATIONAL MONUMENT SERVICE
Celebrate the end of one year & the beginning of the next in one of our new National Monuments. The Car-
rizo Plain, west of Bakersfield, is a vast grassland, home to pronghomn antelope, tule elk, kit fox, & a wide
variety of birds. A welcome hike Dec. 29, three & a half days of service modifying barbed wire fencing, & a
full day for hiking & exploring are planned. Use of accommodations at Goodwin Ranch included. Limited to
12 participants. COST: $30 covers five dinners. RESERVATIONS & INFO: LEADER: CRAIG DEUTSCHE,
<deutsche@earthlink.net> (310) 477-6670 or CO-LEADER  MELINDA  GOODWATER
<mgoodwater@sbcglobal.net> (408) 774-1257. CNRCC DESERT COMMITTEE

(Continued on page 6)
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"JAN 6 (TUE) .

(Continued from page 5)

JAN 3 (SAT) BUTCHER'’S CAVE HIKE
(Joshua Tree National Park) | don't know what to call this hike. We pass by a place we call ‘Butcher's
Cave' but it's just a reference point. ‘Midway though the hike we'll be rooting around for an Indian site that
we've only heard about. You can help us look. If there are enough of us, we'll form a horizontal line as we
go forward & look in all the most likely places. We'll try to give you some clues as to what is a likely place.
This is all directly behind Queen Mt. to the north. This is a very seldom-explored yet beautiful area of the
park. The hike will be a bit strenuous with some bouldering. We think about six hours long depending on
our search. BRING Iots of clothing choices in your car & we'll all figure out what we need depending on
what kind of day it is. WEAR good boots though & BRING a couple of liters of water & a hearty lunch.
MEET: Call LEADERS ANN & AL MURDY (760) 366-2932 (We don't retum calls) or email
<al.murdy@gmail.com> TAHQUITZ GROUP

JAN 3 (SAT) PCT - CEDAR SPRINGS TO HWY 173 HIKE
Please us for a 9 mile hike along the Pacific Crest Trail starting at Cedar Springs & ending at the 173 PCT
parking area. This will be a shuttle. BRING jacket, sturdy hiking boots, lunch, snacks, & plenty of water.
Please dress in layers for weather conditions. However; Rainy/Foul weather cancels walk. MEET: Call
LEADER: MELODY NICHOLS (760) 963-4430 or <Labelady@msn.com>. CO-LEADER BILL SPRENGS.
MOJAVE GROUP

JAN 3 (SAT) 9:00 AM SANTA ROSA ECOLOGICAL PRESERVE HIKE

"New Member” hike (all are welcome though) Enjoy an easy 5 mile roundtrip hike to the Original Ranch
Adobe. While you're there, meet local Group leaders & learn about your local Santa Margarita Group (under
the shade of ancient oaks trees). RESERVATIONS & INFO: Cali LEADER RICK ESTES (951) 3934071
<rickestes92595@gmail.com> SANTA MARGARITA GROUP

JANUARY 5 - JANUARY 11 .
Please read “LIABILITY WAIVER?” preceding these listings
(Also refer to Weekly reoccurring Outings & Activities)

JAN 5 (MON) 7:00 PM APPLE VALLEY CONDITIONING HIKE HIKE
Please join me for a 6-mile fast paced conditioning walk along the Mojave River. MEET at the Victor Valley
Museum on Apple Valley Road. The path along the river bed has now been graded & is hard packed, which
makes for nice evening walking conditions. BRING flashlights, jacket, & wear comfortable walking shoes.
Rainy/Foul weather cancels walk, so please call if questionable. LEADER: MELODY NICHOLS (760) 963-
4430 <Labelady@msn.com > MOJAVE GROUP

" LOS SERRANOS GROUP EXCOM MEETING
Odd-numbered months only (Jan, Mar, May. Jul, Sep, & Nov). PLACE: For meeting time & place, call

DAVID THORNE, (809) 949-8046. LOS SERRANOS GROUP
" JAN 6 (TUE) 6:30 PM BIG BEAR GROUP EXCOM MEETING
The meeting place rotates. INFQ: CHR!STIE WALKER, (999) 866—50‘08. ;‘BIG BEAR GROUP
JAN 6 (TUE) 7:30 PM SAN GORGONIO CHAPTER - MEETING

PROGRAM: See front-page notice. Afterwards, SAN GORGONIO SIERRA SINGLES will-adjoun for food &
drink. COST: $1 donation requested. PLACE: San Bemardino County Museum, 2024 Orange Tree Lane,

Redlands. DIRECTIONS: Exit [-10 at Calrfomla St INFO LADD SEEKINS (909) 888-0161
<iwfladd@eee.org>.  ~ - CHAPTER
JAN 10-11 (SAT-SUN) EL PASO WILDERNESS RESTORATION

Assist the Ridgecrest BLM'in protecting this wildemess area from OHV abuse by helping to block off & dis-
guise illegal routes. MEET late Friday afternoon.north of the wildermness area & car caravan to our camping
area near Sheep Springs or meet near the work site on Saturday moming. Saturday evening happy hour &
potluck. INFO: Contact LEADER: KATE ALLEN <kj.allen@wildblue.net> (661) 944-4056.

CNRCC DESERT COMMITTEE

JAN 11 (SUN) 7:30 AM CAHUILLA MOUNTAIN : HIKE:
Starting near Juan Diego Flats, this popular trail will take us through chamise-dominated chaparral, open
meadows, & mature black oak forest to the 5,635 feet peak. 5.5 miles RT, 1200 feet elevation gain/loss.
Excellent views, mostly well graded trail, comfortable pace. Kids 9 & older welcome. BRING: Hiking boots,
lunch, a snack, 3 liters water, sun and/or warm hat, sunscreen. DRESS in layers for unpredictable weather.
Binoculars recommended. MEET: For carpooling: 7:30 AM at Paloma de Sol Park, Temecula (behind Home
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JAN 17 (SAT) 9:00 AM YOUTH IN THE DESERT - RODMAN MTNS HIKE
We will explore the Area of Critical Environmental Concem (ACEC) in the Rodman Mountain Wilderness
with the BLM Barstow Office Archaeologist, Jim Shearer. This ACEC was established to protect sensitive,
ancient cultural sites that include petroglyphs & intaglios. This moderate hike will be about 5 miles round trip
with an optional climb to the top of a nearby hill to get a lovely view of the Cady Mountains & surrounding
desert. WEAR good hiking shoes/boots & layered clothing. BRING plenty of water, snacks, lunch, & hat.
Don't forget your binoculars & camera! The drive is about 11/2 hours & requires high clearance. Early
REGISTRATION & carpooling highly recommended. Group size is limited & preference will be given for
folks bringing youths.. INFO Contact LEADER JENNY WILDER <JensOasis@aol.com> (760) 220 0730.
MOJAVE GROUP

JAN 17 (SAT) 9:00 AM OWL CANYON LOOP HIKE
Please join me for a 8 to 10 mile loop hike in Owl Canyon, a great hike through the foothills north of Barstow
with great views of the summounding valleys. BRING your spirit of adventure & 2 to 3 gts of water, sturdy
boots, lunch/snacks. INFO: Call LEADER TERRENCE MC CORKLY, home (760) 252-2194, cell (760) 412-
1683 <oldhikerdude@verizon.net> " MOJAVE GROUP

JAN 18 (SUN) 9:00 AM CEDAR GLEN HIKE
This hike will be part of the East San Gabriel -Mountains Campaign to add wildemess acreage to Cuca-
monga Wildemess. We will write postcards to Congressman David Dreier on a break. Cards & mailing wili
be provided. This will be an uphill hike on Chapman Trail up Cedar Canyon through oak, spectacular stands
of incense cedar, yucca, chaparral, sugar pine, & ponderosa pine to Cedar. Glen. Cedar Glen is just inside
the Cucamonga Wildemess. Not for beginners, but not all that hard. 4.4 miles round trip, 1460 ft elev. gain.
MEET: North parking lot of PFF Bank, Claremont, at NE comer of Indian Hill & Foothill Bivds. We will car-
pool to Ice House Canyon Trail trailhead. BRING: extra warm layers, gloves, water & extra snacks; wear
sturdy shoes/boots. Rain/snow cancels. INFO: LEADER: DEAN SHIMEK, <dtsierra@msn.com> (909) 899-
2795. LOS SERRANOS GROUP

JANUARY 19 - JANUARY 25

Please read "LIABILITY WAIVER" preceding these listings
(Also refer to Weekly reoccurning Outings & Activities) -

JAN 19°(MON) 7:00 PM APPLE VALLEY CONDITIONING HIKE oL e . HIKE
Please join me for a 6-mile fast paced conditioning walk along the Mojave River. MEET at the Victor Valley
Museum on Apple Valley Road. The path along the river bed has now been graded & is hard packed, which
makes for nice evening walking conditions. BRING fiashlights, jacket, & wear comfortable walking shoes.
Rainy/Fou! weather cancels walk, so please call if questionable. LEADER: MELODY NICHOLS (760) 963-
4430 <Labelady@msn.com > MOJAVE GROUP

JAN 20 (TUE) 6:00 PM  SAN JACINTO VALLEY (HEMET) CONS COMMITTEE MEETING
Monthly conservation meeting. The public is welcome. LOCATION: Call or email for location & directions.
CONTACT: SHAUL! ROSEN-RAGER, (951) 767-2203, <gardens@netzon.net>

SAN JACINTO VALLEY (HEMET) CONSERVATION COMMITTEE

JAN 20 (TUE) 6:30 PM BIG BEAR GROUP MEETING
Monthly mesting. INFO: For curent program Information, please visit the Group web site
www.sierraclubbigbeargroup.org. PLACE: Big Bear Discovery Center, 40971 North Shore Dr. (Hwy. 38),
Fawnskin. CONTACT: CHRISTIE WALKER, (909) 866-5006. BIG BEAR GROUP

JAN 20 (TUE) 7:00 PM LOS SERRANOS GROUP MEETING
Dr: Susan Shenck from the Claremont Colleges will speak about the Robert J. Bemard Biological Field
Station at the Claremont Colleges. She will tell us about the research that is done there along with informa-

tion about the ‘plant and animal life that can be found at the station. The station consists of 86 acres of .-

primarily coastal sage scrub, Riversidian alluvial fan scrub, live oak forest, and grassland. In addition, an
artificial lake with surrounding riparian woodland and several created vernal pools add to habitat diversity.
The public is welcome. Refreshments will be served. PLACE: Educational Building, Upland Presbyterian
Church, Euclid Ave. at 11th. INFO: MARY ANN RUIZ, (309) 628-1285. LOS SERRANOS GROUP

JAN 24 (SAT) 8:00 AM S B MTS, PACIFIC CREST TRAlL, SILVERWOOD LAKE  HIKE
We will hike West from State Highway 173 to Cedar Springs Dam, Silverwood Lake. Distance: 9.5 mi. Eleva-
tion gain: 500 fi. BRING: Water, lunch, 10 essentials. MEET: As this hike requires a car shuttle, call
LEADER HEATHER SARGEANT (909) 336-2836. SB MOUNTAINS GROUP

JAN 25 (SUN) 8:30 AM SYCAMORE CANYON HIKE
Approximate 3 mile hike through Sycamore Canyvon Wildemess Park in Riverside. Trails have some ups &
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h potluck INFO Contact LEADER KATE ALLEN <k) allen@wﬂdblue net> (661) 944-4056

CNRCC DESERT COMMITTEE

JAN 11 (SUN) 7:30 AM CAHUILLA MOUNTAIN HIKE:
Starting near Juan Diego Flats, this popular trail will take us through chamise-dominated chaparral, open
meadows, & mature black oak forest to the 5,635 feet peak. 5.5 miles RT, 1200 feet elevation gain/loss.
Excellent views, mostly well graded trail, comfortable pace. Kids 9 & older welcome. BRING: Hiking boots,
lunch, a snack, 3 liters water, sun and/or warm hat, sunscreen. DRESS in layers for unpredictable weather.
Binoculars recommended. MEET: For carpooling: 7:30 AM at Paloma de Sol Park, Temecula (behind Home
Depot on Rt. 79), & 7:30- AM at And Henry's parking lot, Hemet. MUST REGISTER by Friday, Jan 9. IN-
FORMATION & RESERVATIONS: SHAULI ROSEN-RAGER (951) 767-2203 <rosenrager@gmail.com> -
SANTA MARGARITA GROUP

JAN 11 (SUN) 8:30 AM JUNIPER FLATS
Hike from Coxey Truck Trail to the lovely Arrastre Stream riparian area near the historical VP Mine. Approx.
4 - 5 miles with beautiful views. MEET at 8:30 a.m. at the Victor Valley Museum near the corner of Bear
Valley Rd. & Apple Valley Road. BRING lunch, water, snacks & layered clothing. INFO: Contact Carol Wiley
<earthlingwiley@aol.com> (760) 245-8734. MOJAVE GROUP

JAN 11 (SUN) 8:30 AM HIDDEN SPRINGS HIKE
Enjoy the local hills & hopefully see some burros with an approximate 3.5 mile loop hike on the Hidden
Springs trail & arroyo. Trail has some ups & downs but basically follows the base of the hills & then retums
through the armoyo of the housing tract, where we may see lots of birds. BRING: Water, sturdy shoes.

MEET: Box Springs Park. DIRECTIONS: From 60 freeway go north on Pigeon Pass Rd. to left on Hidden”

Springs Dr. Driveway into Box Springs Park is on the left off Hidden Springs Drive. We will meet in the
parking area up the gravel road near the picnic tables. INFO & LEADERS: THERESA CARSON (951) 660-
7246 & JANET DEEN (951) 616-4759. MORENO VALLEY GROUP

JAN 11 (SUN) 6:00 PM MOONLIGHT HIKE HIKE
Come for a 2 to 3 hour evening hike in the foothills to enjoy the full moon. (Actual fuli moon is tonight, Janu-
ary 11.) Hikes are moderately paced. Between 4 & 5 miles round trip, 400 to 1200 ft elev.. Hike locations
will vary. MEET: North parking ot of PFF Bank, Claremont, at NE comer of Indian Hill & Foothill Blvds...
BRING: Jacket, flashlight, water, & wear sturdy shoes/boots. RAIN CANCELS. INFO: LEADERS PATTY &
DAVID THORNE (909) 981-5813 LOS SERRANOS GROUP

JANUARY 12 JANUARY 18

Please read “LIABILITY WAIVER" preceding these listings
(Also refer to Weekly reoccurring Outings & Activities)

JAN 12 (MON) 7:00 PM - * APPLE VALLEY CONDITIONING HIKE" HIKE
Please join me for a 6-mile fast paced conditioning walk along the Mojave River. MEET at the Victor Valley
Museum on Apple Valley Road. The path along the river bed has now been graded & is hard packed, which
makes for nice evening walking conditions. BRING flashlights, jacket, & wear comfortable walking shoes.
Rainy/Foul weather cancels walk, so please mll if questionable. LEADER: MELODY NICHOLS (760) 963-
4430 <Labelady@msn.com > MOJAVE GROUP

JAN 12 (MON) 7:00 PM SB MOUNTAINS GROUP : MEETING
Monthly program meeting. No meeting in August or December. PLACE: St. Richard’s Episcopal Church,
28708 Highway 18, Sky Forest. INFO: DAVE BARRIE, (809) 337-0313. SB MOUNTAINS GROUP

JAN 13 (TUE) 7:00 PM CHAPTER CONSERVATION COMMITTEE MEETING
Monthly meeting. Take part in working on important conservation issues. Please come: we need your help!
PLACE: San Gorgonio CHAPTER Office, 4079 Mission Inn Ave., Riverside. INFO: KIM FLOYD, Conserva-
tion Chair, kimffloyd@verizon.net, (760) 249-5385. . CHAPTER

JAN 14 (WED) 7:00 PM MOJAVE GROUP MEETING

Monthly meeting except for July & August. PLACE: Sterling Inn, Regency Room, 17738 Francesca, Victor-
ville. (One block north of Bear Valley Rd. on Ridgecrest.) Enter on Ridgecrest side of the building. INFO:
CAROL WILEY, (760) 245-8734, <earthlingwiley@webtv.net> MOJAVE GROUP

JAN 15 (THU) 6:00 PM TAHQUITZ GROUP MEETING
The meeting topic will be natural lands recreational resources in and around the Coachella Valley. Please
bring along any information about natural lands around the Valley that you have enjoyed. Depending on
attendance, this may be the last Tahquitz Group monthly meeting. Starting February, meetings may be
discontinued. Please call to confirn. PLACE: Portola Community Center, 45480 Portola, Palm Desert
(Three blocks south of 111 at Shadow Mountain) Enter parking lot from Shadow Mountain east of Portola.
INFO: MICHAEL HOWARD (760) 323-1050. TAHQUITZ GROUP

HIKE .

“~The public s welcome. ~Refreshments wil'be served.  PLCACE: Educational Building, Upland Presbyterian

Church, Euclid Ave. at 11th. INFO: MARY ANN RUIZ, (909) 628-1285. LOS SERRANOS GROUP
JAN 24 (SAT) 8:00 AM S B MTS, PACIFIC CREST TRAIL, SILVERWOOD LAKE HIKE
We will hike West from State Highway 173 to Cedar Springs Dam, Silverwood Lake. Distance: 9.5 mi. Eleva-
tion gain: 500 ft. BRING: Water, lunch, 10 essentials. MEET: As this hike requires a car shuttle, call
LEADER HEATHER SARGEANT (909) 336-2836. SB MOUNTAINS GROUP

JAN 25 (SUN) 8:30 AM SYCAMORE CANYON HIKE
Approximate 3 mile hike through Sycamore Canyon Wildemess Park in Riverside. Trails have some ups &
downs but overall there is little elevation gain. BRING: Water, sturdy shoes. MEET in the Sycamore Can-
yon parking area on the south side of Central Ave. between Canyon Crest Drive & the 215/60 Freeway
INFO & LEADERS: THERESA CARSON (951) 660-7246 & JANET DEEN (951) 616-4759.

MORENO VALLEY GROUP

JANUARY 26 — FEBRUARY 1

Please read “LIABILITY WAIVER” preceding these listings
(Also refer to Weekly reoccurring Outings & Activities)

JAN 26 (MON) 7:00 PM APPLE VALLEY CONDITIONING HIKE HIKE
Please join me for a 6-mile fast paced conditioning walk along the Mojave River. MEET at the Victor Valley
Museum on Apple Valley Road. The path along the river bed has now been graded & is hard packed, which
makes for nice evening walking conditions. BRING flashlights, jacket, & wear comfortable walking shoes.
Rainy/Foul weather cancels walk, so please call if questionable. LEADER: MELODY NICHOLS (760) 963-
4430 <Labelady@msn.com > . MOJAVE GROUP

JAN 27 (TUE) 7:00 PM . SAN GORGONIO CHAPTER EXCOM MEETING

Chapter governance meeting. (No December meeting.) PLACE: The San Gorgonio Chapter office, 4079

Mission Inn Ave., Riverside. INFO: RICK ESTES (951) 314-3328 <rickestes_92595@yahoo.com>.
CHAPTER-

FEB 1 (SUN) 7:30 AM BIRDING AT LAKE SKINNER BIRDING
We will spend the moming exploring the nparian chaparral, shores & tawns, observing the many residents &

‘wintering birds. Conversational pace with many stops. Children 10 & older welcome! Some binoculars will

be available. Stay for the whole moming or as long as you wish. BRING: Binoculars, bird book, snack,
water. DRESS in layers for unpredictable weather. MEET 7:30 at the park entry road off Warren. DIREC-
TIONS: From Temecula, take Rancho California north 10 miles until it becomes Warren. Park entry road on
right. Call for carpooling if coming from Hemet. Please’ REGISTER for this outing by Friday Jan. 30. INFO' -
& RESERVATIONS: Call LEADER: SHAULI. ROSEN-RAGER (951) 767-2203 <rosenrager@gmail.com>
. : -SANTA MARGARITA GROUP

FEBRUARY 2 - FEBRUARYS8 - - .-

Please read “LIABILITY WAIVER” preceding these listings
(Also refer to Weekly reoccurring Outings & Activities)

FEB 2 (MON) 6:00 PM SB MOUNTAINS GROUP EXCOM MEETING
Even numbered months plus November (Feb., Apr., Jun., Aug., Oct., Nov. & Dec.). LOCATION (Unless
otherwise noted): Lake Rldge Escrow.Conference Room 27236 Blue Jay Mall. INFO: DAVE BARRIE, (909)
337-0313. SB MOUNTAINS GROUP

FEB 2 (MON) 7:00 PM APPLE VALLEY CONDITIONING HIKE HIKE
Please join me for a 6-mile fast paced conditioning walk along the Mojave River. MEET at the Victor Valley
Museum on Apple Valley Road. The path along the river bed has now been graded & is hard packed, which
makes for nice evening walking conditions. BRING flashlights, jacket, & wear comfortable walking shoes.
Rainy/Foul weather cancels walk, so please call if questionable. LEADER: MELODY NICHOLS (760) 963-

4430 <Labelady@msn.com > MOJAVE GROUP
FEB 3 (TUE) 6:30 PM BIG BEAR GROUP EXCOM MEETING
The meeting place rotates. INFO: CHRISTIE WALKER, (909) 866-5006. BIG BEAR GROUP
FEB 3 (TUE) 7:30 PM SAN GORGONIO CHAPTER MEETING

PROGRAM: See front-page notice. Afterwards, SAN GORGONIO SIERRA SINGLES will adjourn for food &
drink. COST: $1 donation requested. PLACE: San Bernardino County Museum, 2024 Orange Tree Lane,
Redlands. DIRECTIONS: Exit 1-10 at Califomia St. INFO: LADD SEEKINS (909) 888-0161
<iwfladd@eese.org>. CHAPTER
{Continued on page 7)
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" (909) 336-2836. No snow cancels.

(Continued from page 6) -

FEB 7 (SAT) PCT — CEDAR SPRINGS TO HWY 173 HIKE
Please us for a 9 mile hike along the Pacific Crest Trail starting at Cedar Springs & ending at the 173 PCT
parking area. This will be a shuttle. BRING. jacket, sturdy hiking boots, lunch, snacks, & plenty of water.
Please dress in layers for weather conditions. However; Rainy/Foul weather cancels walk. MEET: Call
LEADER: MELODY NICHOLS (760) 963-4430 or <Labelady@msn.com>. CO-LEADER BILL SPRENGS..
MOJAVE GROUP

FEB 7 (SAT) JOSHUA TREE NP - MAZE TRAIL HIKE
The maze trail started out as a horse trail but is interesting enough to have attracted hikers & some of the
loose footing may have detracted the equestrians. There are many adventures along the way with levely
overviews & unusual rock formations. February is a good camera month in the park. There's a daring little
peak to climb for the foolish. | will if you will. The hike will take about five-hours; I'd guess it's about seven
miles long. This is a moderate to strenuous hike depending on what condition you're in. BRING: Have a
variety of clothes in your car & we'll decide at the meeting place what is apropos for the weather. Otherwise,
good boots, lunch & two liters of water should about do it. MEET: Call for meeting place and time. LEAD-
ERS ANN & AL MURDY (760) 366-2932 (we don't retum calls) <al.murdy@gmail.com> TAHQUITZ GROUP

FEB 7 (SAT) 8:30 AM S B MTS, GREEN VALLEY LAKE SNOWSHOE
Green Valley Lake has some of the best snow in our local mountains, so come & join me for a day of fun.
You need to provide your own equipment, & prior experience on snowshoes is required. MEET in the park-
mg lot behind Lloyd's restaurant on Hwy 18 in Running Springs at 8:30 am to carpool. WEAR layered cloth-
ing. BRING lunch & adequate fiuids. RESERVATIONS To sign up, callLEADER HEATHER SARGEANT
SB MOUNTAINS GROUP

FEB7 (SAT) 9:00 AM SANTA ROSA ECOLOGICAL PRESERVE HIKE
“New Member” hike. (All are welcome, though.) Enjoy an easy 5 mile roundtrip hike to the Original Ranch
Adobe & while you're there, meet local Group leaders & leam.about your local Santa Margarita Group
(under the shade of ancient oaks trees). RESERVATIONS & INFO: LEADER RICK ESTES (951) 393-4071
<rickestas92535@gmail.com> SANTA MARGARITA GROUP
FEB 8 (SUN) 6:00 PM c-+ =, MOONLIGHTHIKE. . - N HIKE
Come for a 2 to 3 hour evening hike in the foothills to enjoy the “full” moon. (Actual full moon is February 9.)
Hikes are moderately paced.. Between 4 & 5 miles rt, 400 to 1200 ft elev. Hike locations will vary. MEET:
North parking lot of PFF Bank, Claremont, at NE comer of Indian Hill & Foothill Blvds. BRING: Jacket, flash-
light, water, ‘& wear sturdy shoes/boots. RAIN CANCELS. ‘' INFO: Leaders PATTY & DAVID THORNE

(909) 981-5813 . LOS SERRANOS GROUP
FEBRUARY 9 - FEBRUARY 15 )
Please read "LIABILITY WAIVER" preceding these listings
- (Also refer.to Weekly reqccumng Outmgs & Activities)
FEB 9 (MON) 7:00 PM APPLE VALLEY CONDITIONING HIKE HIKE

Please join me for a 6-mile fast paced conditioning walk along the Mojave River. MEET at the Victor Valley
Museum on Applg Valley Road. The path along the river bed has now been graded & is hard packed, which
makes for nice evening walking conditions. BRING flashlights, jacket, & wear comfortable walking shoes.
Rainy/Foul weather cancels walk, so please call if queshonable LEADER: MELODY NICHOLS (760) 963-
4430 <Labelady@msn com > MOJAVE GROUP
FEB 9 (MON) 7:00 PM SB MOUNTAINS GROUP MEETING
Monthly program meeting. No meeting in August or December. PLACE: St. Richard's Episcopal Church,
28708 Highway 18, Sky Forest. INFO: DAVE BARRIE, (909) 337-0313. SB MOUNTAINS GROUP

FEB 9-11 (MON-WED) GOLD BUTTE MIDWEEK MAGIC
You've heard about the new bill for a national conservation area in Gold Butte, & you wonder where IS this
place? To find out, join our exploratory tour. Petroglyphs, peak scrambling, redrock & granite, Joshua trees,
old mining ruins. Car camping with central commissary by Vicky Hoover. INFO: Contact VICKY HOOVER
(415) 977-5527 <vicky.hoover@sierraclub.org> ~ CNRCC WILDERNESS COMMI‘ITEE

FEB 10 (TUE) 7:00 PM CHAPTER CONSERVATION COMMITTEE MEETING
Monthly meeting. Take part in working on important conservation issues. Please come: we need your help!
PLACE: San Gorgonio CHAPTER Office, 4079 Mission Inn Ave., Riverside. INFO: KIM FLOYD, Conserva-
tion Chair, kimffloyd@verizon.net, (760) 249-5385. CHAPTER

EXPLORATORY TOUR

to confirm. PLACE: Portola Community Center, 45480 Portola, Palm Desert (Tr;"ee blocks south of 111 at
Shadow Mountain) Enter parking lot-from Shadow Mountain east of Portola. INFO: MICHAEL HOWARD
(760) 323-1050. TAHQUITZ GROUP

FEB 21 (SAT) 8:00 AM S B MTS: LAKE GREGORY IN WINTER BIRD WALK
See wintering birds as we walk part way around the lake. Optional breakfast after. MEET: South Shore

“parking lot, just east of the water slide. LEADER: BILL ENGS (909) 338-1910.  SB MOUNTAINS GROUP

SERVICE & HIKE

FEB 21-22 (SAT-SUN) E CALIFORNIA DESERT CLEAN-UP
Immediately north of Trona, CA, Great Falls Basin borders on a Wilderness Study Area that has been sub-
ject to ORV abuse. On Saturday we will assist Marty Dickes with the BLM to build a fence closing off an
illegal vehicle hill-climb. Sunday is reserved for hiking & exploring into the washes, dry falls, & nearby
ridges. Carcamping & potluck Saturday evening. MEET: For time & place, contact LEADER CRAIG
DEUTSCHE <craig.deutsche@gmail.com> (310) 477-6670. CNRCC DESERT COMMITTEE

FEB 22 (SUN) 8:30 AM SYCAMORE CANYON HIKE

Approximate 3 mile hike through Sycamore Canyon Wildemess Park in Riverside. Trails have some ups &
downs but overall there is little elevation gain. We will try to explore some different trails than the previous
hike. BRING: Water, sturdy shoes. MEET in the Sycamore Canyon parking area on the south side of Cen-

tral Ave. between Canyon Crest Drive & the 215/60 Freeway. INFO: Call LEADERS: THERESA CARSON

(951) 660-7246 & JANET DEEN (951) 616-4759. MORENO VALLEY GROUP
FEB 22 (SUN) 9:00 AM CHAPMAN TRAIL - ICE HOUSE CANYON TRAIL LOOP HIKE
This hike will be part of the East San Gabriel Mountains Campaign to add wildemess acreage to Cuca-
monga Wildemess. We will write postcards to Congressman David Dreier on a break. Cards & mailing will
be provided. This will be an uphill hike-on Chapman Trail up Cedar Canyon through oak, spectacular stands
of incense cedar, yucca, chaparral, Sugar pine, & Ponderosa pine to the junction with Ice House Canyon
Trail. We will loop back on Ice House Canyon Trail. Moderate. 8:2 miles Round Trip, 2000 ft elev. gain.
MEET: North parking lot of PFF Bank, Claremont, at NE corner of Indian Hill & Foothill Blvds. We will car-
pool to lce House Canyon Trail trailhead.” BRING: Extra warm layers, gloves, water, & extra snacks; wear
sturdy shoes/boots. Rain/snow cancels. INFO: LEADER: DEAN SHIMEK, <dtsierra@msn.com> (909) 899-
2795. . LOS SERRANOS GROUP

FEBRUARY 23 - MARCH 1

roa Please read “LIABILITY WAIVER?" preceding these listings
(Also refer to Weekly reoccurring Outings & Activities)

FEB 23 (MON) 7:00 PM APPLE VALLEY CONDITIONING HIKE HIKE
Please join me for a 6-mile fast paced conditioning walk along the Mojave River. MEET at the Victor Valley
Museum on Apple Valley Road. The path along the river bed has now beén graded & is hard packed, which

-makes for nice evening walking conditions. BRING flashlights, jacket, & wear comfortable walking shoes.

Rainy/Foul weather cancels walk, so please call if questionable. LEADER: MELODY NICHOLS (760) 963-
4430 <Labelady@msn.com > . MOJAVE GROUP
MEETING

FEB 24 (TUE) 7:00 PM SAN GORGONIO CHAPTER EXCOM

Chapter governance meeting. (No December meseting.) PLACE: The San Gorgonio Chapter office, 4079

Mission Inn Ave., Riverside. - INFO: RICK ESTES (951) 314-3328 <rickestes_92595@yahoo.com>.
CHAPTER

‘FEB 26 (THU) G:OO.PM DINNER ON THE TOWN SOCIAL
Join us for an evening of fun & food. Your Sierra Club friends are planning another “Dinner on the Town” at
a surprise location.. This event to be announced on the LSG website. INFO: MARY ANN RUIZ (909) 815-
9379 <ruizmaryann@gmail> . : LOS SERRANOS GROUP

FEB 28 (SAT) 9:00 AM  SB MTS, PACIFIC CREST TRAIL, SILVERWOOD LAKE  HIKE
As we hike 8 miles on the Pacific Crest Trail, from the park office to Cedar Springs Dam & return, we wili
have great views of the water & the park. Elevation gain & loss: about 500 feet. WEAR: hiking boots.
BRING: water, snack, lunch, layered clothlng MEET: call for meeting place & RESERVATIONS. LEADER,
BILLIE WOLFF (909) 338—2534

ot & BN AR

' FUTURE OUTINGS & EVENTS

Please read “LIABILITY WAIVER" preceding these listings
(Also refer to Weekly reoccurring Outings & Activities)

SB MOUNTAINS GROUP .
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.4430 <lLabelady@msn.com >

_Dependmg on. attendan

place" To ﬁnd out join our exploratory tour. Petroglyphs peak scramblnng redrock & gramte Joshua trees,
old mining ruins. Car camping with central commissary by Vicky Hoover. INFO: Contact VICKY HOOVER
(415) 977-5527 <vicky. hoover@5|emclub org> CNRCC WILDERNESS COMMITTEE

FEB 10 (TUE) 7:00 PM CHAPTER CONSERVATION COMMITTEE MEETING
Monthly meeting. Take part in working on important conservation issues. Please come: we need your help!
PLACE: San Gorgonio CHAPTER Office, 4079 Mission Inn Ave., Riverside. INFO: KIM FLOYD, Conserva-
tion Chair, kimffloyd@verizon.net, (760) 249-5385. CHAPTER

FEB 11 (WED) 7:00 PM MOJAVE GROUP MEETING
Monthly meeting except for July & August. PLACE: Sterling Inn, Regency Room, 17738 Francesca, Victor-
ville. (One block north of Bear Valley Rd. on Ridgecrest.) Enter on Ridgecrest side of the building. INFO:
CAROL WILEY, (760) 245-8734, <earthlingwiley@webtv.net> MOJAVE GROUP

FEB 15 (SUN) YOUTH IN THE DESERT - AFTON CANYON RIKE
Join us for a cross-country hike through a rugged landscape & winding slot canyons just north of Barstow.
Our hike will take us through lands that were utilized by Native Americans as a water source. Jedidiah

Smith & Kit Carson traveled through here in the early 1800's. We'll start in Afton Canyon, often called the-

Grand Canyon of California, with the beautiful red, gold, brown & purple striped walls. This area is one of
the few places where the Mojave River flows above ground, & the surface water attracts a variety of wildlife.
We'll hike roughly 4 miles, keeping a look out for bighorn sheep & other animals. DRESS for the weather,
wear sturdy shoes or hiking boots, BRING 2 liters of water & lunch. Don't forget your camera. LEADER
CAROL WILEY. INFO: LAUREL WILLIAMS <iwilliams@calwild.org> (909) 260-8833. MOJAVE GROUP

FEBRUARY 16 - FEBRUARY 22

Please read “LIABILITY WAIVER" preceding these listings
. (Also refer to Weekly reoccurring Outings & Activities)

FEB 16 (MON) 7:00 PM APPLE VALLEY CONDITIONING HIKE HIKE
Please join me for a 6-mile fast paced conditioning walk along the Mojave River. MEET at the Victor Valley
Museum on Apple Valley Road. The pathalong the river bed.has now been graded & s hard packed, which
makes for nice evening walking conditions. BRING flashiights, jacket, & wear comfortable walking shoes.
Rainy/Foul weather cancels walk, so please call if quesuonable LEADER: MELODY NICHOLS (760) 963-
MOJAVE GROUP

FEB 17 (TUE) 6:00 PM  SAN JACINTO VALLEY (HEMET) CONS COMMITTEE MEETING
Monthly conservation meseting. The public is welcome. LOCATION: Call or email for location & directions.
CONTACT: SHAUL! ROSEN-RAGER, (951) 767-2203, <gardens@nstzon.net>

SAN JACINTO VALLEY (HEMET) CONSERVATION COMMITTEE

FEB 17 (TUE) 6:30 PM M BIG BEAR GROUP : ' MEETING
Monthly meeting. INFO: For current program information, please visit the Group web site
www sierraciubbigbeargroup.org. PLACE:; Big Bear Discovery Center, 40971 North Shcore Dr. (Hwy. 38),
Fawnskin. CONTACT CHRISTIE WALKER, (909) 866-5006. BIG BEAR GROUP

FEB 17 (TUE) 7:00 PM Los SERRANOS GROUP MEETING
Monthly mesting except August. The Program this month is to be determined at press time. The public is
welcome. Refreshments will be served. PLACE: Educational Building, Upland Presbyterian Church, Euclid
Ave. at 11th. INFO: MARY ANN RUIZ, (909) 628-1285. LOS SERRANOS GROUP

TAHQUITZ GROUP MEETING
t the January meeung, thL ncI_ future meetmgs I d. Please call

FEB 19 (THU) 6:00 PM

Thank you for Remembering

Your financial contribution means a lot to us. By supporting
this chapter, you support the Sierra Ciub’s work in your

back yard. This makes you an important part of our work to
protect wilderness and wildlife, to improve the quality of life }
in our cities, and to promote the enjoyment of nature.

have great views of the water & the park. Elevation gain & loss: about 500 feet. WEAR: hiking boots.

BRING: water, snack, lunch, layered clothing. MEET: call for meeting place & RESERVATIONS. LEADER,
BILLIE WOLFF (909) 338—2534

e “ A ey g2 . I

FUTURE OUTINGS & EVENTS
Please read “LIABILITY WAIVER” preceding these listings
(Also refer to Weekly reoccurring Outings & Activities)

MAR 2 (MON) 7:00 PM APPLE VALLEY CONDITIONING HIKE HIKE
Please join me for a 6-mile fast paced conditioning walk along the Mojave River. MEET at the Victor Valley
Museum on Apple Valley Road. The path along the river bed has now been graded & is hard packed, which
makes for nice evening walking conditions. BRING flashlights, jacket, & wear comfortable walking shoes.
Rainy/Foul weather cancels walk, so please call if questionable. LEADER: MELODY NICHOLS (760) 963-
4430 <Labelady@msn.com > .MOJAVE GROUP

MAR 8 (SUN) 6:00 PM MOONLIGHT HIKE HIKE
Come for a 2 to 3 hour evening hike in the foothills to enjoy the "full” moon. (Actual full moon is March 11.)
Hikes are moderately paced. Between 4 & 5 miles rt, 400 to 1200 ft elev.. Hike locations will vary. MEET:
North parking lot of PFF Bank, Claremont, at NE corner of Indian Hill & Foothill Bivds. BRING: Jacket, flash-
light, water, & wear sturdy shoes/boots. RAIN CANCELS. INFO: Leaders PATTY & DAVID THORNE (909)
981-5813. ) LOS SERRANOS GROUP

MAR 14-15 (SAT-SUN) GHOST TOWN EXTRAVAGANZA CARCAMP
Come with us to this spectacular desert landscape near Death Valley to explore the ruins of California's
colorful past. Camp at the historic ghost town of Ballarat (flush toilets & hot showers). On Sat, do a very

challenging hike to'ghost town Lookout City with expert Hal Fowler.who will regale us with tales of this Wild.

West town. Later we'll return to camp for Happy Hour, a potluck feast & campfire. On Sun, a quick visit to
the infamous Riley town site before heading home. Group size strictly limited. RESERVATIONS: Send $8
per perscn (Sierra Club), 2 SASE, H&W phones, email, rideshare info to LEADER: LYGEIA GERARD P O.

- Box 294726 Phelan, CA 92328; (760) 868-2179. CNRCC DESERT’ COMMITI’EE

MAR 20-22 (FRI—SUN) CA DESERT WILDERNESS IN SPRING SERVICE
Enjoy our traditional spring equinox fling in far-eastem California desert helpmg the BLM Needles office
wilderness coordinator Mona Daniels restore & improve wildemess. Car camping with central commissary
by Vicky Hoover. RESERVATIONS & INFO: Contact VICKY HOOVER, (415) 977-5527,
<vicky.hoover@sierraciub.org> . MOJAVE GROUP

APR 5-10 (SUN-FRI) FENCES & FLOWERS IN THE-:CARRIZO PLAIN SERVICE
This National Monument is famous for open spaces, for abundant wildlife, & for its springtime wildflowers.
Fences significantly restrict-the movement of the resident pronghom antelope, & our service will be in modi-
fying & removing fences for their benefit. We will plan a welcome hike on Agril 5, three & a half days of
service, & a full day. for exploring the monument. Use of accommodations at Goodwin Ranch is included.
Limited tos12 participants; $30 covers 5 dinners. RESERVATIONS & INFO: Contact LEADER: CRAIG
DEUTSCHE <deutsche@earthlink.net> (310) 477-6670, or CO-LEADER MELINDA GOODWATER,
<mgoodwater@sbcglobal.net> (408) 774-1257. CNRCC DESERT COMMITTEE

APR 18-20 (SAT-MON) . FURNACE CREEK, NEVADA BACKPACK
On the east side of the White Mountains near Dyer, Nevada; Fumace Creek is a beautiful stream, threatened by
plans to rebuild a road. that washed dut sometime in the 80s. We'll backpack up the creek on Saturday, do a day
hike beyond the héad of the canyon -at Tres Plumas Flats on Sunday, and backpack out on Monday. Water is
available near our campsite. ‘This is an-easy to moderate trip with ample opportunity to explore and enjoy. We

-should be back at our.cars.by.late. moming.on Monday.. LIMITED to 12 participants. RESERVATIONS & INFO: - - -

Contact LEADER: JOHN WILKINSON (408) 876—8295 <johnfwi@mac.com> CNRCC DESERT COMMITTEE

Other Outmgs & Outdoor Classes

In addition to the Natural History Classes and Outdoor Field
Study Classes listed elsewhere in the Palm and Pine under The

Desert Institute, UCR Extension and Rancho Santa Ana, you
H can find additional outings and classes at www.desertreport.org

SB MOUNTAINS GROUP .
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"(1ST SUN) 3:30 PM

__(3RD WED) 7:30 PM

. NON-SIERRA CLUBEVENT
PROGRAM: A guest speaker presents an illustrated program on wildlife or natural science. Note that the i
December meeting will be a potluc holiday dinner starting at 6:30 PM. Come ‘early to browse the gift -

(Continued from page 7)

NON-SIERRA CLUB ACTIVITIES

The following activities, meeting & events are neither sponsored nor administered by the Sierra Club. The
Sierra Club has no information about the planning of these activities & makes no representations or war-
ranties about the quality, safety, supervision or management of such activities. They are published only
as a reader service because they may be of interest to the readers of this publication.

NON-SIERRA CLUB
RECURRING WEEKLY & MONTHLY MEETINGS

(LOOK IN CALENDAR FOR DATES)

(1ST FRI) 8:00 PM INTERNATIONAL FOLK DANCE FOLK DANCE
NON-SIERRA CLUB EVENT UC RIVERSIDE FOLK DANCE CLUB
Join us for international folk dancing. Thls is the same group that used to meet at UCR. Meetings are
twice monthly: on the 1st & 3rd Fridays. COST: $2 donation to help pay for the room. PLACE: Highgrove
United Methodist Church, 938 W. Center St., Highgrove. DIRECTIONS: Take the Center St. exit from
Interstate 215. The church is one half mile east of the freeway on the right. INFO: GAIL SEEKINS (909)
825-4427 <lgseekins@sbcglobal.net> :

RIVERSIDE CONTRA DANCE

DANCE
NON-SIERRA CLUB EVENT RIVERSIDE CONTRA DANCE

Join us in for an afternoon of contra dance to live music. Dance Instruction at 3:30. Dance from 4.00 to
7:00. Refreshment will be served at the break. Potluck at 7:00, so bring a dish to share. COST: $9 gen-
eral admission, $7.00 students with ID. PLACE: All Saints Episcopal Church, 3847 Termracina Dr., River-
side. DIRECTIONS: The church is on the comer of Temracina & Magnolia between 14th St. & Central
Ave. From the 91 freeway, exit on 14th St., go north to Magnolia & tum left. The church will be on your
right. Alternatively, exit at Central Ave., go north to Magnolia & tum right: The church will be on your left.
Caller/Band Coordinator: PATTY MCCOLLOM (714) 267-4567 or <mccollom@sbeglobal.net> INFO:
CAITLIN ST. JOHN (951) 522-2473 <caillinstiohn@yahoo.com> Riverside Contra Dance Website:
<http://bees.ucr.edu/riversidedance/cdclink.htmi> .

SAVE OUR SKYLINE: BOX SPHINGS THRU THE BADLANDS
OPEN SPACE MEETING
NON-SIERRA CLUB EVENT SAVE OUR SKYLINE: BOX SPRINGS THRU THE BADLANDS
Help us preserve Moreno Valley's northemn skyline & secure a natural open-space corridor between the
Box Springs Mountains & the Badlands, including the upper basin of Reche Canyon. We meet at the
Coffee Grinder, 23580 Sunnymeac Bivd., Moreno Valley INFO: DAN CLARK, (951) 924-2454
<saveourskyline@roadrunner.com> .

(3RD TUE) 6:30 PM

AUDUBON SOCIETY.
7" SAN BERNARDINO VALLEY AUDUBON SOCIETY' ™.

tables & socialize. LOCATION: San Bemardino- County Museum, 2024 Orange Tree Lane Redlands
DIRECTIONS: Exit 1010 at Califomnia St. INFO: DORI MEYERS (714) 779—2201

(3RD FRI) 8:00 PM lNTERNATIONAL FOLK DANCE
NON-SIERRA CLUB EVENT

United Methodist Church, 938 W. .Center St:, Highgrove. DIRECTIONS: Take the Center St.
Interstate 215. The church is one half mile east of the freeway on the nght
825-4427 <lgseekins@sbcglobal.net> Y .

NON-SIERRA CLUB ACTIVITIES’ CALENDAR' o

SAVE OUR SKYLINE: BOX SPRINGS THRU THE‘BADLANDS
OPEN SPACE MEETING'

DEC 16 (TUE) 6:30 PM '

NON-SIERRA CLUB EVENT
Help us preserve Moreno Valley's northern skyline & secure a natural open-space corridor between the
Box Springs Mountains & the Badlands, including the upper basin of Reche Canyon. We meet at the

- United Methodist Church, 938 W. Center St.,

- NON-SIERRA CLUB EVENT

MEETING _

) . Website: <http //bees.ucr.edu/riversidedance/cdclink.html>
FOLK DANCE @ .
UC RIVERSIDE FOLK DANCE CLUB
" -Join us for intemational folk dancing. This'is the- same group that used to meet at UCR Meetlngs are
twice monthly: on the ist & 3rd Fridays. COST: $2 donation to help pay for theroom. . PLACE: Highgrove :
exit from .
INFO: GAIL SEEKINS (909) -

: JAN 18 (SUN) 9:00 AM

SAVE OUR SKYLINE: BOX SPRINGS THRU THE BADLANDS .

DEC 19 (FRI) 8:00 PM INTERNATIONAL FOLK DANCE FOLK DANCE
NON-SIERRA CLUB EVENT UC RIVERSIDE FOLK DANCE CLUB
Join us for intemational folk dancing. This is the same group that used to meet at UCR. Meetings are
twice monthly: on the 1st & 3rd Fridays. COST: $2 donation to help pay for the room. PLACE: Highgrove
United Methodist Church, 938 W. Center St., Highgrove. DIRECTIONS: Take the Center St. exit from
Interstate 215. The church is one half mile east of the freeway on the right. INFO: GAIL SEEKINS, (909)
825-4427 <lgseekins@sbcglobal.net>

DEC 20 (SAT) 8:30 AM HIKE
NON-SIERRA CLUB EVENT * CALIFORNIA WILDERNESS COALITION
Join CWC for a leisurely hike through biologically rich riparian forest & Mesquite forest, & a foray into
desert hills for a potential opportunity to view desert bighom. This family-friendly hike will give us ample
opportunity to view some of the over 240 species of birds that utilize Big Morongo as a refuge. BRING 2
liters of water per person, sturdy walking shoes or boots, hat, sunscreen, snacks & a picnic lunch. Stroller
& wheelchair accessible. REGISTRATION: If you are planning on joining us. Please leave a message in
advance for LAUREL WILLLIAMS at <lwilliams@calwild.org> or (909) 260-8833.

BIG MORONGO

JAN 2 (FRI) 8:00 PM INTERNATIONAL FOLK DANCE FOLK DANCE
NON-SIERRA CLUB EVENT - UC RIVERSIDE FOLK DANCE-CLUB
Join us for intemational folk dancing. ThlS is the same group that used to meet at UCR. Meetings are
twice' monthly: on the 1st & 3rd Fridays. COST: $2 donation to help pay for the room. PLACE: Highgrove
Highgrove. DIRECTIONS: Take the Center St. exit from

Interstate 215. The church is one half mile east of the freeway on the right.
825-4427 <Igseekins@sbcglobal.net>

JAN 4 (SUN) 8:00 AM  SAN JACINTO WILDLIFE AREA BEG!NNING BIRD WALK
NON-SIERRA CLUB EVENT FRIENDS OF THE NORTHERN SAN JACINTO VALLEY
Co sponsored with the San Bemardino Audubon Society. Check <www.sbvas.org> for current informa-
tion. A slow-paced walk to introduce participants to basic birding techniques & identification skills so you
will feel comfortable birding on your own or joining Audubon's longer birding trips. Do not drive on Davis
Road if the road is muddy. COST: Free. BRING: Binoculars, bird book, sturdy shoes, hat, plenty of wa-
ter, lunch, snacks, non-toxic insect repellent. MEET: San Jacinto Wildlife Area headquarters, 17050 Davis
Rd, Lakeview. DIRECTIONS: From Interstate 215, take Ramona Expressway east to Davis Rd. in Lake-
view; north on Davis Rd. 2.3 miles to headquarters. Davis Rd. is closed from Moreno Valley. Only en-
trance to wildlife area is from the Ramona Expressway. INFO: DOUG KARALUN (909) 425-5355.

DANCE
RIVERSIDE CONTRA DANCE
Caller: Jonathan Southard (from Santa Barbara). Band: Altlantic Crossing (Georgiana Hennessy - fiddle;
Patty McCollom - banjo; Matt Tonge - guitar). Join us in for an afternoon of contra dance to live music.
Dance Instruction at 3:30. Dance from 4:00 to 7:00. Refreshment will be served at the break. Potluck at

JAN 4 (SUN) 3:30 PM RIVERSIDE CONTRA DANCE

- -1:00,.50 bring.a.dish to.share...COST:.$9.general.admission, $7.00_students.with.ID...RLACE: All_.Saints.

Episcopal Church, 3847 Terracina Dr., Riverside. DIRECTIONS: The church is on the corner of Terracina
& Magnolia between 14th St. & Central Ave. From the 91 freeway, exit on 14th St., go north to Magnolia
& tum left. The church will be on your right. Altematively, exit at Central Ave., go north to Magnolia & tum
right. The church will be on your left. Caller/Band Coordinator: PATTY MCCOLLOM (714) 267-4567 or
<mccollom@sbcglobal.net> INFO: CAITLIN ST. JOHN (951) 522-2473 <caitlinstjiohn@yahoo.com>

JAN 16 (FRI) 8:00 PM "INTERNATIONAL FOLK DANCE FOLK DANCE:
NON-SIERRA CLUB EVENT UC RIVERSIDE FOLK DANCE CLUB
Join-us for intemational folk dancing. This is the same group that-used to meet at UCR. Meetings are
twice monthly: on the 1st & 3rd Fridays. COST: $2 donation to help pay for the room. PLACE: Highgrove
United Methodist Church, 938 W. Center St., ‘Highgrove. DIRECTIONS: Take the Center St. exit from
Interstate 215. The church is one half mile east of the freeway on the right. INFO: GAIL SEEKINS (909)
825-4427 <Igseek|ns@sboglobal net>

SAN JACINTO WILDLIFE AREA BEGINNING BIRD WALK
NON-SIERRA CLUB EVENT - . - i FRIENDS OF THE NORTHERN SAN JACINTO VALLEY
Join us for a morning of birding & leaming about the natural resources at the San Jacinto Wildlife Area.
Tom Paulek & Mike McKibben will talk about the ecology & geology of the wildlife area & northem San
Jacinto Valley. Do not drive on Davis Road if the road is muddy. COST: Free. BRING: Binoculars, bird
book, sturdy shoes, hat, plenty of water, lunch, snacks, non-toxic insect repellent. MEET: San Jacinto
Wildlife Area headauartere 170580 Davis Road Lakeview DIRECTIONS: From Interstate 215, take

INFO: GAIL SEEKINS (909) .
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" DEC 16 (TUE) 6:30 PM

" Chair

8254427 <Igseekms@sbcglobal net> . - S N e

NON-SIERRA CLUB ACTIVITIES’ CALENDAR

NON-SIERRA CLUB EVENT

Box Springs Mountains & the Badlands, including the upper basin of Reche Canyon. We meet at the
Coffee Grinder, 23580 Sunnymead Blivd., Moreno Valley.
<saveourskyline@roadrunner.com>

AUDUBON SOCIETY *

DEC 17 (WED) 6:30 PM :
SAN BERNARDINO VALLEY AUDUBON SOCIETY

NON-SIERRA CLUB EVENT

Come & Celebrate the Holidays. Our traditional potluck dinner will be held at the San Bemardino County .

Museum, on Wednesday, December 17 at 6:30 p.m. Turkey, ham and beverages will be provided. Please
bring your own table service & your favorite dish to share: a salad, vegetable, casserole, side dish, or
dessert. Plan to do a little last minute holiday shopping at our bookstore. For our program please bring
fiteen of your favorite nature slides to show. Come eary to browse the gift tables & socialize. LOCA-
TION: San Bernardino County Museum, 2024 Orange Tree Lane, Redlands. DIRECTIONS: Exit i-10 at
Califomnia St. INFO: DORI MEYERS (714) 779-2201. . i

Chapter Executive Committee

Big Bear Group
*Don Jordan 909-585-8786

San Gorgonio Chapier Website
http://sangorgenio.sierraclub.org

donjordan@sﬂvercloudnet
*Rick Estes 951-314-3328
rickestes_92595@yahoo.com Los Serranos‘Group .
Vice-Chair - Mary Ann Ruiz 909-815.-9379
’ en riuizmaryann@gmail.com
Mojave Group :
Secretary Kim Floyd *Estelle Delgado 760-241-7327
760-249-5385 estelledelgado@verizon.net
Moreno Valley :
Treasurer

*Ladd Seekins 909-825-4427

*Ralph Sallsbury 951-686-4141
ralphsalisbury@att.net Desert Issues — High Desert

Kim Floyd 760-249-5385
Kimffloyd@verizon. net

SC Council Delegate -

*Rick Estes 951-314- 3328
rickestes_92595@yahoo.com Desert Issues —Low Desert

CNRCC Delegates
*George Hague 909- 924 0816
Sid Silliman 909-946-5027
_ gssilliman@csupomona.edu

El

Desert — Eagle Mountain

SAVE OUR SKYLINE: BOX SPRINGS THRU THEBADLANDS e
OPEN SPACE MEETING -
SAVE OUR SKYLINE: BOX SPRINGS THRU THE BADLANDS .
Help us preserve Moreno Valley's northem skyline & secure a naturaf open-space corridor between the

INFO: DAN CLARK, (951) 924-2454 .

MEETING -

*George Hague 951-924- 0816

- © Joan Tayld‘r

Donna Charpied 760-392-4722
laronna@earthlink.net

*TUNIted-Methodist ChUrch;"938" W Center-Sty *Highgrove. - DIRECTIONST Take the Center St.exit fronT *

- interstate 215. The church is one half mile east of the freeway on the nght INFO: GAIL SEEKINS (909)

825-4427 <Igseekms@sbcglobal net>

JAN 18 (SUN) 9.00 AM SAN JACINTO WILDLIFE AREA BEGINNING BIRD WALK
NON-SIERRA CLUB EVENT. - - - i FRIENDS OF THE NORTHERN SAN JACINTO VALLEY
Join us for a morning of birding & fearming about the natural resources at the San Jacinto Wildlife Area.
Tom Paulek & Mike McKibben will talk about the ecology & geology of the wildlife area & northem San
Jacinto Valley. Do not drive on Davis Road if the road is muddy. COST: Free. BRING: Bmoculars bird
" book, sturdy shoes, hat, plenty of water, lunch, snacks, non-toxic insect repellent. MEET: San Jacinto
Wildlife Area headquarters, 17050 Davis Road, Lakeview. DIRECTIONS: From Interstate 215, take
Ramona Expressway east to Davis Rd. in Lakeview; north on Davis Rd. 2.3 miles to headquarters. Davis
Rd. is closed from Moreno Valley. Only entrance to wildlife area is from the Ramona Expressway. INFO:
ANN MCKIBBEN, (851) 924-8150 or SUE NASH, (909) 228-6710.
JAN 20 (TUE) 6:30 PM SAVE OUR SKYLINE: BOX SPRINGS THRU THE BADLANDS
OPEN SPACE MEETING
NON-SIERRA CLUB EVENT SAVE OUR SKYLINE: BOX SPRINGS THRU THE BADLANDS
Help us preserve Moreno Valley's northem skyline & secure a natural open-space corridor between the
Box Springs Mountains & the Badlands, including the upper basin of Reche Canyon. We meet at the
(Continued on page 9)

Sterling Inm, Regency Room,

Forestry Issues — Mountaintop RD
East—Ed Wallace 909-584-9407 17738 Francesca, Victorville 7 p.m.
West—Steve Farrell 909-338-2637 (just north of Bear Valley and Ridgecrest)
spamsqf@verizon.net (also contact earthlingwiley@aol.com)
Forestry Issues San Jacinto RD Moreno Valley Group

Holly-Owen 951-303-7922
Joyce Burk 760-252-3820

Forestry Issues Cleveland NF

Gene Frick 951-689-2283 Mountains Group
gﬁ—lck@cosmoaccessvnet Chair—Dave Barrie 909-337-0313

barriemail@mac.com
Meets 2nd Monday 7:00 p.m.
Exoept Aug & Dec. St Richard’s Episocpal

Chair —Meichae] Millspaugh 951-653-2068

Water Issues
Steve Farrell 909-338- 2637

lgseckins@sbeglobal.net g, pernardino Mtns. Group «California Wild Heritage Campaign Church, 28708 Hwy 18, Sky Forest
. Conservation Chair : - *Dave Barie 909-337-0313 Joyce Burk 760-252-3820 Tahquitz Group
*Kim Floyd 760-249-5385 barriemail@mac.com D ot Morkan 760.324.8696
kimffloyd@verizon.net ) - o o . Chair — Jeff Morgan 760-324-
Tahquitz Group ' : Group Directo '
Conservation Education Chair o o *Joan Taylor P ry o
“ Open : Blg Bear Group Section Directory
Membersmp Chair Wilderness 1 s Chair — Christie Walker 909-866-5006 ¢; - oo les '
o -*Bill Cunningham.909-793-9558~ - .. - - - . . Ralph Salisbury 951 686-4141 - -Meets.3rd’ Tueiiz}l:{hl)sl}s;cr);/egy:ige;i ~ =~ ~Chair— Ralph Salisbury 951-6864141" -
—_— : Chair Salisb "
Outmg,s Chalr Chapter Conservation Issue Chairs .~ - www sierraclubbigbeargroup.org Meets 1st Tuesday,

B dino C
Los Se 0s Group San Bernardino County Museum

Chair— Mary Amn Ruiz 909-815-9379 Natural Science Section
ruizmaryann@gmail.com Co-Chairs —Janice/Brian Elliott
" Meets 3rd Tuesday Upland Presbyterian Church, 909-985-2395
Ed Bulldmg 7pm. '
Mojave Group

Chair — Jenny Wilder 760-220-0730
jensoasis@aol.com
Meets 2nd Wednesday except Jul. & Aug.
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Palm and Pine

Page 9

THE DESERT INSTITUTE CLASSES

(Continued from page 12)

review camera basics and how to combine traditional photography skills with digital techniques to create dynamic
images in the classroom session and then focus the field sessions on exploring the landscape using boulder towers,
outwash plains, panoramas, close ups, and Joshua trees as subjects. Downer will teach participants to develop their
personal photography styles against the backdrop of the Mojave Desert and how to optimize images using Adobe
Photoshop including an introduction to creating professional quality multimedia presentanons how to stitch together
panoramas and improve photographs.

February 27-28/March 1, 2009 Rocks & Minerals of Joshua Tree National Park - Learn the geologic story of

" tectonic plates, magma & time that formed the building blocks of Joshua Tree National Park. Bruce Bridenbecker will
explain the critical .principles that shaped the rocks and minerals of this area into the blonde granite and pre- Cambrian
gneiss which are iconic of the Mojave and Colorado Deserts. During this combined three-day lecture and field class,
participants will focus on identification of the three basic rock types: igneous, metamorphic, and sedimentary and then
apply their knowledge in the field by exploring examples of rock types, contact zones, and unique geologic formations
like polka dot granite and pink feldspar megacrysts.

March 1, 2009 Secrets of a Desert Qasis - Explore the largest stretch of palm trees in Joshua Tree National Park with
Mark Wheeler. The class will travel to an isolated canyon on the park’s south boundary that has over 110 palms! Par-
ticipants will walk through Munsen canyon to reach Munsen Oasis - a high secluded stand of 35 palms with the back
drop of Eagle Mountain. Along the way the class will learn about the ecology of the Colorado Desert, geology of the
Eagle Mountains, the importance of oases, the threats to the south boundary and the complexity of washes. The class
may even see some big horn sheep who are known to occasionally inhabit this haven for wildlife. Persons attending
must be in good physucal condition, and comfortable spending the day walking and rock scrambling up to twelve miles
in the park. ’

March 6-7, 2009 Archaeological Surveying - Uncover Joshua Tree National Park’s historic past through archaeologi-
cal surveying. During the classroom sessions, Wanda Raschkow will provide a background on historic archaeology and
teach survey techniques. Participants will leamn basic map and compass skills, artifact identification, and the use of
transects. The class will then apply their new mapping skills and record an archaeological site in the park. Participants
will document their findings and draw conclusions to create a picture of the people who inhabited the park. This is a
great opportunity to get hands-on experience with archaeological field methods. Field sessions will focus on historic
period sites.

March 7, 2009 Basic Desert Survival - Learn the essential “big four” skills needed to safely explore the sometimes
‘harsh and often challenging desert landscape of Joshua Tree National Park. Tony Nester, survival expert and author of
Desert Survival Tips, Tricks and Skills, will teach the physical skills and mental processes that will prepare participants
to discover some of the most beautiful and most dangerous habitats of the world. Nester will offer suggestions and
strategies to manage your mind in survival situations and how to set priorities when stakes are high. Some of the topics
covered include: survival kits, edible and dangerous plants, stellar navigation, as well as desert hazards such as flash
floods, venomous creatures, and heat-related injuries: The class will also engage is mock survival scenarios. This class
is not to be missed if you plan on spending any time in the desert!

March 8, 2009 Primitive Skills: The Universal Tool Kit - Join Paul Campbell to delve into one of the oldest skills

KnioWwni 1o fan: making ‘and using ‘stone"tools in"this all“day" field-class:" The universal todl kit is-the secret tool kit of |

primitive technology. It makes survival possible without a store-bought metal knife or hatchet. Campbell will discuss
the process our ancestors used to pick up naturally fractured rocks or with a few deft strokes turn cobbles into basic
tools that are rarely pictured or documented in the archacological record. Then the class will get to feel the thrill of
working directly with rock by breaking, shaping, and creaung primitive tools. The tools will then be used to cut wood,
haft simple flake knives and make a basic spear ‘ '

March 8, 2009 Rare Species of Joshua Tree National Park - Joshua Tree National Park is a land of diversity, with
ecosystems of the high, cool Mojave Desert and the low, hot Colorado Desert all within its boundaries. Katie Barrows,
botanist specializing in endangered species, will explain what animals and plants are considered rare, thr d, or

(Continued from page 8) .
Coffee Grinder, 23580 Sunnymead Bivd., Moreno Valley. INFO: DAN CLAARK, (951) .924-2454
<saveourskyline@roadrunner.com>

JAN 21 (WED) 7:30 PM . AUDUBON SOCIETY MEETING
NON-SIERRA CLUB EVENT SAN BERNARDINO VALLEY AUDUBON SOCIETY
PROGRAM: A guest speaker presents an illustrated program on wildlife or natural science. Come early to
browse the gift tables & socialize. LOCATION: San Bernardino County Museum, 2024 Orange Tree Lane,
Redlands. DIRECTIONS: Exit I310 at California St. INFO: DORI MEYERS, (714) 779-2201.

FEB 1 (SUN) 8:00 AM SAN JACINTO WILDLIFE AREA BEGINNING BIRD WALK
NON-SIERRA CLUB EVENT : FRIENDS OF THE NORTHERN SAN JACINTO VALLEY
Co sponsored with the San Bernardino Audubon Society. Check <www.sbvas.org> for current information.
A slow-paced walk to introduce participants to basic birding techniques & identification skills so you will feel
comfortable birding on your own or joining Audubon's longer birding trips. Do not drive on Davis Road if
the road is muddy. COST: Free. BRING: Binoculars, bird book, sturdy shoes, hat, plenty of water, lunch,
snacks, non-toxic insect repelient. MEET: San Jacinto Wildlife Area headquarters, 17050 Davis Rd, Lake-
view. DIRECTIONS: From.Interstate 215, take Ramona Expressway east to Davis Rd. in Lakeview; north
on Davis Rd. 2.3 miles to headquarters. Davis Rd. is closed from Moreno Valley. Only entrance to wildlife
area is from the Ramona Expressway. INFO: CATHY TOBIN, (951) 684-9613

FEB 1 (SUN) 3:30 PM RIVERSIDE CONTRA DANCE DANCE
NON-SIERRA CLUB EVENT RIVERSIDE CONTRA DANCE
Caller: John Rogers. Band: Molly and the Moonlighters (Evan Anderson, Marie Bruno, Barbara Whitney,
Patty McCollom). Join us in.for an aftemoon of contra dance to live music. Dance Instruction at 3:30.
Dance from 4:00 to 7:00. Refreshment will be served at the break. Potluck at 7:00, so bring a dish to
share. COST: $9 general admission, $7.00 students with ID. PLACE: All Saints Episcopal Church, 3847
Terracina Dr., Riverside. DIRECTIONS: The church is on the comer of Terracina & Magnolia between
14th St. & Central Ave. From the 91 freeway, exit on 14th St., go north to Magnolia & turn left. The
church will be on your right. Alternatively, exit at Central Ave., go north to Magnolia & turn right. The
church will be on your left. Caller/Band Coordinator: PATTY MCCOLLOM (714) 267-4567 or
<mccollom@sbcglobal.net> INFO: CAITLIN ST. JOHN (951) 522-2473 <caitlinstichn@yahoo.com>
Riverside Contra Dance Website: <http://bees.ucr.edu/riversidedance/cdclink.htm!>

FEBDS (FRI) 8:00 PM INTERNATIONAL FOLK DANCE FOLK DANCE
NON-SIERRA CLUB EVENT UC RIVERSIDE FOLK DANCE CLUB
Join us for intemational folk dancing. This is the same group that used to meet at UCR. Meetings are
twice monthly: on the 1st & 3rd Fridays. COST: $2 donation to help pay for the room. PLACE: Highgrove
United Methodist Church, 938 W. Center St., Highgrove. DIRECTIONS: Take the Center St. exit from
Interstate 215. The church is.one half mile east of the freeway on the right. INFO: GAIL SEEKINS (909)
825-4427 <lgseekins@sbcglobal.net>

SAVE OUR SKYLINE BOX SPRINGS THRU THE BADLANDS
“° OPEN SPACE MEETING
NON-SIERRA CLUB EVENT SAVE OUR SKYLINE: BOX SPRINGS THRU THE BADLANDS
Help us preserve Moreno Valley's northem skyline & secure a natural open-space corridor between the
Box Springs Mountains & the Badlands, including the upper basin of Reche Canyon. We meet at the
Coffee Grinder, 23580 Sunnymead Blvd., Moreno Valley. INFO: DAN CLARK, (951) 924-2454
<saveourskyline@roadrunner.com>

FEB 17 (TUE) 6:30 PM

FEB 18 (WED) 7:30 PM AUDUBON SOCIETY MEETING
NON-SIERRA CLUB EVENT - SAN BERNARDINO VALLEY AUDUBON SOCIETY

endangered and why in this one-day field class. Starting with a classroom session, Barrows will discuss the basics of
what rare or endangered means from a legal and biological perspective, what plants, animals, and insects fall into those
categories in the park, and whether extinction is a natural process or the current rate of plant and animal loss around the
world is something to be concerned about. During the field component, participants will learn what is being done to
ensure that rare species populations remain healthy and prosperous and the ‘value’ of rare or endangered species while
exploring some of the habitats that are home to Joshua Tree’s rare plants and animals. The class will also discuss some
of the, issues involved in conservation efforts in southern_ California. If lucky, participants may encounter on¢ of the
park’s best loved residents — the threatened desert tortoise.

" March 14, 2009 Malapai Hill’s Fantastic Geology - Investigate the natural architecture and origin of Joshua Tree
National Park’s fantastic volcanic geology with Richard Hazlett. Starting in the classroom, participants will be intro-
duced to basic geologic principles, and then Hazlett will focus on one of the park’s spectacular examples of volcanism

Moalanai Eill Malanai Hill ic a haecalt tawer that ctande AD0 faet tall in the middle of Pleacant Vallev and eontaine |

PROGRAM: A guest speaker presents an illustrated program on wildlife or natural science. Come early to
browse the gift tables & socialize. LOCATION: San Bernardino County Museum, 2024 Orange Tree Lane,
Redlands. DIRECTIONS: Exit 1010 at California St. INFO: DORI MEYERS, (714) 779-2201.

FEB 20 (FRI) 8:00 PM INTERNATIONAL FOLK DANCE FOLK DANCE
NON-SIERRA CLUB EVENT’ UC RIVERSIDE FOLK DANCE CLUB
Joxn us for m}emauo al folk dancing:. This is the same group that-used to meet at UCR. Meetings are
twice monthly: on the 1st & 3rd Fridays. COST: $2 donation to help pay for the room. PLACE: Highgrove
United Methodist Church, 938 W. Center St., Highgrove. DIRECTIONS: Take the Center St. exit from
Interstate 215. The church is one half mile east of the freeway on the right. INFO: GAIL SEEKINS (909)
825-4427 <lgseekins@sbcglobal.net>

w
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) catcgoncs in the park, and whether extinction is a natuml proccss or the current rate of plant and animal ]oss around the

world is something to be concerned about. During the field component, participants will leamn what is being done to
ensure that rare species populations remain healthy and prosperous and the ‘value’ of rare or endangered species while
exploring some of the habitats that are home to Joshua Tree’s rare plants and animals. The class will also discuss some
of the issues involved in conservation.efforts in southern.California. If lucky, participants. may .encounter one of the
park’s best loved residents — the threatened desert tortoise.

" March 14, 2009 Malapai Hill’s Fantastic Geology - Investigate the natural architecture and origin of Joshua Tree

National Park's fantastic volcanic geology with Richard Hazlett. Starting in the classroom, participants will be intro-
duced to basic geologic principles, and then Hazlett will focus on one of the park’s spectacular examples of volcanism
- Malapai Hill. Malapai Hill is a basalt tower that stands 400 feet tall in the middle of Pleasant Valley and contains
unique features of olivine-rich peridotite intrusions called lherzolite. Hazlett will discuss this ancient volcano ‘and how
its formation provides a window into Joshua Tree National Park’s geological past. The class will then travel to Malapai
Hill for a field session. Participants will learn about differential erosion on the way to see the magnificent columnar
jointed basalt formed by magma that rose 30 miles through the earth before solidifying at the top of what is now Mala-
pai Hill. Eor those new to geology or experienced geologists, Hazlett will make learnmg about this complex and unique
landscape comprehensible and fun.

March 14, 2009 Drypoint Prints from Jumbo Rocks - Discover the fun of printmaking with visual artist Gretchen
Grunt. Grunt will guide participants in a day of creativity through the process of making drypoint prints. The class will
start with a field trip to Jumbo Rocks Campground in Joshua Tree National Park where participants will begin the
printmaking process by scratching on a plastic plate with a'needle. The class will finalize their art pieces in a printing
session at the Twentynine Palms Creative Center. The use of inks and an etching press will complete the magical
process of making unique drypoint prints. A variety of techniques will be demonstrated using brushes, brayers, Q-tips,
scratching, cheese cloth and multiple colors. All art materials will be provided and no previous experience required.

March 15, 2009 Desert Literature - Be inspired by the literature of the desert! Michel Walker, who has taught nu-
merous classes in environmental literature from Texas to Nevada, will present excerpts from some of the most influen-
tial -authors in this one-day seminar. Walker will introduce participants to famous desert writers including: Abbey,
Austin, Bowden, Harjo, Kingsolver, and Ronald while visiting unique locations within Joshua Tree National Park.
There is no better way to read and discuss these famous writings than surrounded by the Joshua trees, vast vistas, and
desert sand that create this unique landscape. Students will also have the opportumty to write their own nature inspired
compositions during the class. - -

March 15, 2009 Southern California Rock Art - Pictographs and petroglyphs provide a fascinating glimpse into
humanity’s ancient past. Daniel McCarthy will discuss the universal media of rock art that serves as a testimonial for

the ancient voices from the past. This one-day field class will include trips to three archaeological sites with representa- _

tive rock art from Southern California. Class discussions will focus.on who made these timeless images, how they were
created, and their unponancc McCarthy will guide participants to these fragments of the past that provide a valuable
record of ancient societies. This is a great oppormmty to learn about rock art’s communication through stylistic imagery
with an expert archaeologist!

March 20-22, 2009 Flora of Joshua Tree Park - Leamn the secret of how plants survive in some of the hottest deserts
in the world in this two-day field class offered by the Desert Institute. Stefanie Ritter and Mark Wheeler will guide the
class in the identification of desert flora while unfolding the story of how plants have adapted to flourish in a land with
little rain. The ¢lass will walk through the Joshua trees, getting up close and personal with the spring blossoms and
pereumal shrubs. Participants will ieam the 1dcntiﬁcauon characteristics, indicator species and the importance of plants
in the Mojave and Colorado Deserts.

March 21, 2009 Watercolor Painting in the Park - Indulge your creativity with a day of painting in Joshua Tree

National] Park. Participants will be immersed in the desert landscape and learn the observational skills that are essential -

to painting nature. Audrey Gillick will help students shift the desert scenery to paper with watercolor paint. Participants
will leamn basic methods for transforming nature into art through techniques that maintain color clarity and high quality
value difference with glazes, washes, wet-on-wet, and dry brush. Learn how the characteristic transparency of water-
color painting brings landscapes to life by allowing light to pass through the film of paint and reflect back off the white

paper to give brightness and sparkle to the artwork that matches the sunlit desert environment. This pleasant non-

intimidating-class provides ample time to relax,-investigate.and-paint:— —=———=z~——==— =——=r—==—= = §

March 22,2009 Light & Color: Oil Painting in JTNP - Capture the vitality of Joshua Tree National Park in this all-
day plein air painting class with international art instructor Diane McClary. McClary will teach signature oil painting
techniques such as ‘fat over lean,” tone adjustment, underpainting, glazing, and ability to conceal brushstrokes while
participants are immersed in the beauty of a desert spring. Participants will have the opportunity for individual instruc-
tion on effective use of light and shadow, defining values, and composition in oil. McClary is known for her unique use
of color and will also share her approach to color harmony. This pleasant non-intimidating class requires no previous
experience and provides ample time to relax, investigate and paint.

March 27-28, 2009 Photography Up Close & Personal - Record the beautiful intricacy of the desert using macro
photography in this two-day field class. Spelman Evans Downer will teach participants the secret of small scale picture
composition and encourage the development of unique photographic styles. During the classroom session, Downer will
review basics such as exposure, shutter speeds and depth of field, and how to combine digital camera techniques with
traditional photography skills. The field session in Joshua Tree National Park will explore the landscape focusing on
flowers, insects, and detail oriented composition. A tripod is strongly recommended for this class. Downer will empha-
size formulating personal images of this much photographed landscape. .,

Redlands. DIRECTIONS: Exit ID10 at California St. INFO: DORI MEYERS, (714) 779-2201.

FEB 20 (FRI) 8:00 PM . INTERNATIONAL FOLK DANCE FOLK DANCE
NON-SIERRA CLUB EVENT" UC RIVERSIDE FOLK DANCE CLUB
Join us for in matiopal folk dancing..- This .is the same-group that-used to meet at UCR. Meetings are
twice monthly: on the 1st & 3rd Fridays. COST: $2 donation to help pay for the room. PLACE: Highgrove
United Methodist Church, 938 W. Center St., Highgrove. DIRECTIONS: Take the Center St. exit from
Interstate 215. The church is one half mile east of the freeway on the right. INFO: GAIL SEEKINS (909)
825-4427 <igseekins@sbcglobal.net>

Rancho Santa Ana Botanic Garden Natural
History Classes & Field Trips

The Rancho Santa Ana Botanic Garden in Claremont has an extensive list of classes and
field trips including Horticulture and Botany classes, Natural History classes and field trips
and Art classes.
“View Full Calendar” or contact Cotton Coslett at ccoslett@rsabg.org or 909-625-8767,
ext. 224.

For a complete description and fees go to www.rsabg.org and click on

OMEMWOVM
One Simple Way to-Care for it

Join us in protecting the future by doing your
share today.

Earth Share.

OF CALIFORNIA
How can you choose between the eagle and the

buffalo? Between the elephants and the whales?

Between drinking clean water and"b.reathing clean air? Between parks and
beaches? How can you choose? Would there be a right choice?

Now there's a way to help not just one, but all these things. It's called Earth
Share of California — the world's leading environmental and conservatlon
charities working together, _

Through Earth Share of California you can make a one-time gift, or a payroll
deduction donation that helps every day to preserve and protect the environ-
ment — locally, regionally, nationally, and globally.

Earth Share is not part of your employer's workplace giving campaign? We'd
like to do something about that. Call Ladd Seekins at 909-888-0161 week-
days or 909-825-4427 evenings and weekends. Address e-mail to iw-
fladd@eee.org.
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'Art at tl"ne Oasn.s

‘ Joshua Tree National Fark Art chtival

e

\chentcenth Annual Joshu‘a Tree N‘a't:ior}al Farl( Art Festival
APril 3 4 &5,2009 (9:00 am t’oV5:OO Pm each day)
' Joshua Tree National Fark \/i‘sitor Ccnter
74485 Natlona| Fark Dnvc Twcntynlne Falms CA 92277
(760)367-5500 -

E_ryoy thc arts in an outdoor scthng at the Oasus oF Mara V:sntor Ccntcr T}vc
Slxtccntl'l Annua| Ar‘t Festlva| will be held at Joshua Trcc Natlonal Far‘(’ Hcad-
quartcrs in Twc_ntynmc Fa|r_n5 on APn| 3,4, and 5' 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p-m You’" have

the Plcasure of sccirtg the work of.more than‘twcnty artists under the visitor center
Patio next to the .8 mile historic Oasis of Mara nature trail. A love and résp'cct For
thc Joshua Trcc Natlonal Fark is the common bond bctwccn these artists and you
. can’t escape thc Fcclmss of camaraderie that exist at this festivall! Eacl"h artist will

have work for 5a|c and ?'TJOH shanng their very Pcrsonal mtcrprctatlon oF the Joshua
T ree National Park with you. i . =

Falntmg,, SCUIPtUI’C Photography, ccramlcs, and)cwclry are some OF thc mcdla -~

cluded in this 5car's Art chtlval

B Joshua T ree National Fark Association, sponsor of thc Art chtival, isanon- |
"Pro{-it organization that Providés support and assistance fo thcharl(’s intcrprctivc
cc{ucatlonal ancl SCICntIFIC programs. Opcn to the Publlc, thcrc 15 no fee to attcnc]

" the Art chtlva'

'
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How California Can Achleve A 33% |
Standard For Clean Renewable Power

By Jim Metropulos, SC Callforma

California once led the world in
renewable energy. Now, and we have

“the power to take back the lead.

As it stands, our state’s three In-
vestor-Owned-Utilities — PG&E,

Southern Edison, dnd San Diego Elec-
tric & Gas - probably will fall short of .
the state’s current renewables target ;

20% by 2010.

That’s why Sierra Club Cahforma :

believes the state should reform our
renewable energy portfolio standard

(RPS) law. Improvmg this law will

help us meet AB 32 climate protection

goals, improve the quality of the air .

we .breathe, and reduce our reliance
on depleted fossil fuel resources.
-Other states have adopted RPS
laws and made significant strides in
building renewable energy. In 2007,

-Texas reached a total installed wind

capacity of over 5,000 megawatts.
That same year, California only built
about 60 megawatts of wind turbines
— a.dismal performance. Making Cali-
fornia -a leader again will require sig-

‘nificant ‘reforms in the RPS law to
. _rernove current regulatlons thathave a
. built-in bias -against renewablé  en-
rergy, and replace these with rules that
support the state’s goals for clean en-

ergy.

Although efforts to pass leglsla-
tion to boost the RPS goal and to
make reforms in the program failed
this year, Sierra Club California con-

tinues to lobby for more renewable-

power. We are pleased that Speaker

success in 1ncreasmg renewable en-
ergy generation in Germany, Spam
and France.

Include municipal utilities in the RPS.

" Municipal utilities like the -Los
Angeles Department of Water and
Power and Sacramento Municipal
Utility District should achieve the
same renewable power levels as the
Investor-Owned-Utilities.. .

Expand RPS Definition to Allow for Inno- -
vation and Energy Recovery Systems.
The RPS should include innova-
tive, less well-known technologies to
foster breakthroughs, and all thermal,
kinetic, -pressure, osmotic sources of
electricity using little-or no fossil fuel.

Expand Community Choice
Sierra Club-activists favor com-

munity choice clean energy plans that =

would allow cities to get over half
their electricity from renewables. The
RPS law should help and not hinder’
these local efforts to increase renew-
able power generation.

Above all, in upgrading Callfor-
nia’s RPS law we must guard dgainst.
efforts to undermine it in the name of
reform. Flrst we oppose changmg the
definition to allow* more hydropower
to be considered as renewable. Cali-
fornia offers very limited protection in
its current renewable law, but does
restrict the size of small hydros to 30
megawatts, and forbid néw impound-
ments of water — hardly sufficient to
protect water resources and aquatic
life.

o T T T RS B
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) Although efforts to pass legnsla-
e tion to boost the RPS goal and to
make reforms in the program failed
this year, Sierra Club California con-

power.
Karen Bass has appointed an RPS
working group to develop legislation
for 2009. Despite the end of the legis-
lative session, this group- of lawmak-
ers, which includes Assembly mem-
bers Krekorian, Blakeslee, and Le-
vine, continues to meet regularly with
Sierra Club California and other
stakeholders in Sacramento, soliciting
our ideas and listening to our concerns
about reforming the RPS law.

We have a lot.to say about RPS.
First, Sierra Club California believes
that California needs to adopt a 33%
renewable power goal now. To meet
our current goal, and work to 33% by
2020 and then 50% or more renew-
able power generation in the future,
Sierra Club California supports and
advocates for the following:

Huts and Lodgeé

Want to escape to the mountams? Try visiting one of the Sierra Ctub Huts or-
Lodges. Stay overnight at the best rates in town.
Keller Ski Hu, built in 1938 is at an elevaﬁon of 6800 feet on Highway 18

Eliminate Market Price Referent.

Currently, state regulators stack
renewable power contracts against
future natural gas prices by applying
the Market Price Referent, meaning
natural gas is used as the basis for
competition. This outdated practice
discourages capital investment in re-
newables consistently underestimating
future gas prices at the expense of
renewable power prices.

"Adopt Feed-In Tariffs.

: Feed-in-Tariffs, which set fixed
contract terms and prices for each
| green technology, would provide a
more stable incentive structure, free-
ing investors and developers from
risks and uncertainties. . Feed-in-tariff
_programs have achieved remarkable

: N Meese (714—427-0457) Keller rates (SC): $3.00 Day, $8.00 ovemight. -

¢
d
b

3

San Antonio Ski Hut; built by the Ski Mountaineers in 1937. At 8200 feet, it i
- 'reachedbyasteep3mﬂe}ukew1ﬁ12200feetofgam Rates: $100Day,$1000

Open weekends/Work Pam'm/Overseer Training for these huts and lodges can
found by visiting the Angeles Chapter Website (access through sierraclub.org) or i
the Angeles Schedule of Activities .

tinues to lobby for more renewable-
We are pleased that Speaker

. fornia offers very limited protection in _

its current renewable law, but does
restrict the size of small hydros to 30
megawatts, and. forbid new impound-
ments of water — hardly sufficient to
protect water resources and aquatic
life. ‘

Second, we do not think utilities
should get renewable power credit for
their energy efficiency efforts. While
we have always supported energy ef-
ficiency, we believe the RPS should
instead encourage investment in new
sources of clean renewable power
while other programs focus on energy

“efficiency efforts.

We should also keep in mind that
not all energy sources labeled under
current law as ‘“renewable” are
equally sustainable in terms of envi-
ronmental impacts or energy supply.
Even renewable "energy can have ad-
verse . impacts; - poor énvironmental
practices at the Altamont wind site in

_Northern California resulted in exces-

sive bird kills. The impact and sources
of biofuels, large-scale development
of solar power in the desert, toxic ma-
tetials in certain types of solar panels,
and other issues should be addressed

and standards developed for proper

use of resources. Unfortunately,
utilties don’t always consider those
problems during environmental re-
view.

As we power up California’s stan-
dards, we need to ensure we do not
lose valuable resources, and that we

-do nothing to harm the environment

we are striving to protect and im-
prove. As lawmakers address our con-
cerns, we move closer to a, RPS for
California that leads the way toward
sustainable, smart development of
renewable energy.
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Rock Cllmbmg

(Continued from page 12)

In time, I realized that on all these climbs I had never
led a pitch. (A pitch is the distance a climber can cover in
one rope length.) Always I had been belayed from above.
On a "multi-pitch” climb, it is more efficient to climb as a
two person team and to alternate leads. If a third person
(non-leader) is added to a party, he can be belayed from
above. To advance, I had to learn the technical skills of
leading.

On a Class 5 cllmb the leader does not have the
security of a top belay. Instead, on ascending he places
"protection;" pitons pourided into cracks, nuts jammed
into openings and other anchoring devices; to which is
attached a snap link, for the rope to run through. Con-
trasted with the top belay, if the leader falls, he will drop
twice the vertical distance he has climbed above the last
protection point before being caught by the rope. The
other part of the system is the role of the belayer. Now the
belayer, in a secure stance at the bottom of the pitch, must

be prepared to break a fall that has built up energy. The

procedure is dynamic, that is, when the rope suddenly
tightens, it needs to slide around. the belayer's. body, fric-
tion absorbing most of the energy of the fall, as he brings
the climber it a controlled stop.

To learn the leader techniques T enrolled in the Ad-
vanced Climbing Course taught by Helen and Carl Weis-
ner. The class goal was to learn to lead multi-pitch
climbs-where there is exposure (that means if you free
fall, you are likely to get hurt), so the Jeader needs

"protection." We learned piton placement, rope manage-
ment, lower belay technique, rappelling and safe prac-
tices. .- .

One day, at Indlan Rock, for a srmulated leader fall

Slerra Student Coalltlon

they tied a heavy (about 50 pounds) iron weight to one end of
an old climbing rope, fed the rope through a pulley fastened
high up in a tree and hauled the weight all the way up. Below,
the trainee, a person took up a lower belay stance on the
ground. A few feet of the belay rope was gathered and tied off
to form a slack section so that when the weight was cut loose,
it fell free (the slack distance) before the belayer felt the pull.
Each student caught a "fall." When it was my tum to perform, I
felt what it was like to execute a dynamic belay. .

We had "hands-on" practice during climbs in the Valley
Proper rope management was always stressed. One route find-
ing principle I remember was, when we can't find where the
route goes, "Always look around the comer." For graduation,
we divided into teams and climbed Amrowhead Spire (5.5) to
demonstrate what we had learned. After the course, Bob Smith
and I repeated the climb. T remember leading a steep pitch and
feeling very shaky up there. We reached the top.

In the 1960's, the function of climbing clubs was chang-
ing: If I remember correctly, it had been a Yosemite National
Park rule that a person needed to be qualified to sign out to do
a climb in the Valley. That meant that either you were known
to the Climbing Ranger or that you were member of a climbing
organization and had passed the group's climbing tests. In time
more and more parties were able to sign out on their own, so
that the attraction of groups like the Sierra Club Rock Climb-
ing Sections (RCS) became less.

Toward the latter 1960's I'was elected chair of the S F
Bay Chapter RCS. I remember the installation dinner. I was
asked to get up on the stage and make an acceptance speech.
As soon as I had finished what I had to say, I was smacked in
the face with a cream pie, and there was much laughter. That
was the end of the tradition. To my memory we never mounted
any outings to the Valley afterward, and the chapter RCS
fadedout.

"I never returned to do climbs in the Valley: my energy
was focused elsewhere. I opted to spend .my outing time on
backpacking and peak climbing. Looking back, I realize that if
I was ever going to be a skilled rock climber, and have fun, I
would have to had to rock climb on about every weekend.
Lacking that interest, though, by the-1990's I felt that I had
become a more skilled climber than I was in the 1960's. I have

i no doubt that the what I learned in the '60's helped me climb

the big mountains, and in instances where.there was exposure,
todo it safely.

_ Membership !

YES, I want to help safeguard our nation’s l
Precious natural heritage. My check is enclosed.

Name

Address

City
State yAlg
E-mail

- Check enclosed, made payable to Sierra Club
MasterCard. Visa Exp Date /
Cardholder Name

'Card #

Contributions, glﬁs and dues to the Sierra Club are not tax deducti-
ble; they support our effective, citizen-based advocacy and lobby-
ing efforts. Your dues include $7.50 for a subscription to Sierra
magazine and $1.00 for your Chapter newsletter.

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES

INDIVIDUAL ~ JOINT
INTRODUCTORY $25
REGULAR $39 $47
SUPPORTING . 875 $100
CONTRIBUTING- $150 $175
LIFE $1000  "$1250
SENIOR $24 $32
STUDENT $24 $32
LIMITED INCOME $24 $32
- F94  [W-1200]

Sierra Club

P.O. Box 52968, Boulder, CO
80322-2968
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1 Ed Adamson

FUN D APPEAL DON ORS...Thanks to the generous donors to the San Gorgonio

conservation work. Gifts received. through Noveriber are ackriowledged here.

David Gill
Carol Goss )
Tim & Elizabeth Goza

Pamela Abrams

Lisa Albrecht

Ann Turner McKibben
Sheila McMahon
David Morgan

Eugene Rojek
Rodolfo Ruibal
Theodore Sato

‘Chapter’s Fall 2008 Fund Appeal.” Your support makes publtshmg the Palm and Pine possrble and helps our
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Dr. & Mrs. Roger Baty
Ellen Baum
- | Stephen Bera

Richard Blain
John B. Brandt
Bonnie Brownell
Charles Brubaker
1 Scott Bunn
Arthur Byrne
Cindy Calvert
Bill & Theresa Carson
Thomas Cawthon

-1 James & Claudia Derum
1 Janice & Bryan Elliott
Frank W. Ellis -

Students: Check out http://stm.org

Barbara & Frederick Gable
Michael Gennett

David Harrah
Anne M. Henke
- David & Gail Heveron
Virginia Higbee
John Hocking
Ken.& Johanna Howard
Megan Howe -
Stuart Hukkanen
Bob Buster & Mary Hum-
boldt - )
Patricia Hurley
. Gurumantra Khalsa
Wayne Kramer
Rosalie Lambert
" David Levering
- Kenneth & Dorothy Linville
Jerry Mattos

Pamela Abrams David Gill Ann Turner McKibben
Ed Adamson Carol Goss - Sheila McMahon

1 Lisa Albrecht Tim & Elizabeth Goza David Morgan
Barbara Anderson Fred Grindle - Jeff Morgan
Joyce Barkeloo Bruce Guthrie Ron Morris
Robert Barton Lawrence Hall Jim Mulvihill
Olga Bates Dan Hantman Larry Murdock

Roger Nahas

Mary O'Halloran
Carole J. Oliver
Eunice Ortega

. Lisa Patterson
Lawrence Pleet
Jack Posnikoff

Willa Rapstine
Carol Reed
Benedict Reid
John C. Rendall
Barbara Reul
Wendy Rogers

Angeline Myerchin

Mackey O'Donnell

" . Jamés & Gianna Pass
Stephen Ramsavljewch

FUN D APPEAL DON ORS...Thanks to the generous dhnors to the San Gorgonio

Chapter’s Fall 2008 Fund Appeal. Your support }nakes publishing the Palm and Pine possible and helps our
conservation work. Gifts received. through Noveriiber are ackiiowledged here.

Eugene Rojek
Rodolfo Ruibal
Theodore Sato
Donald Sccott ' :
Marion G. Schwappach
Byron Scott
Christa Shewbridge
Harold C. Snyder
William Stahlberg
Nicolette Sundberg
David Swenson
Elizabeth Szabo
Joel E. Thacker
Dorothy Thomas
Laraine Turk .
Jerry & Panny Urbach
" - Bruce Wilcox

Ralph Wilgarde
Margaret Williams

- Robert & Eniko Wills
Georgina Wilson
Donald Woods
Sam Zusmer

DENNIS SCHRAMM

(Continued from page 2)

" way to get the parks ready for this milestone

event. Mojave has identified a number of
proposals, and we will continue to refine our
thinking in conversations with the publit.
One major initiative that needs to be sup:-
ported is the relevancy of parks to future
generations. This means connecting kids
with parks -and-with the-outdoors in general.
We are working on this initiative with sev-
eral of our sister parks. Restoration of dis-
turbed lands and ensuring safe visits for the
public at all of our abandoned mine lands is.
a priority for us, and for all the desert parks.
Reducing our carbon footprint is d major
priority for all of us. We will be looking for
opportunities to implement meaningful ac-
tions that contribute to this goal. This is just
one aspect of dealing with climate change.
Protecting Mojave from invasive species

rates high as well. Surprisingly, given the-

long grazing history, Mojave has few issues
with the major weed species. After the
Hackberry Fire I would have expected lots
of exotics to irivade the area, and that has not
happened. It is important to guard against
these invasives making inroads into the Pre-
serve. I also think it is important that we get
some wayside exhibits with short accessible
trails at four or five key areas along the main
paved roads through the Preserve. Providing
opportunities for the public to experience
-areas. like the lava-beds and.cinder cones, the
diverse Mojave scrub vegetation in Granite
Pass, and the Joshua Tree community on
Cima Dome are important to helping people
connect first hand with the resources and not

- just have a drive-through experience. Fi- ..

nally, we are.anxious to move forward with

a tortoise headstart facility in Ivanpah Val- -

ley. This facility will help .us and other land
managers leam more about juvenile tortoise
survival and to jumpstart the population
recovery with reproductive age tortoises that
have been protected from predation. Getting

more juveniles to reproductive age in the
population is critical to tortoise recovery.

What opportunities exist for the conserva-
tion community and the local community
to support the efforts of Mojave Natlonal
Preserve?

' Opportunities are almost endless. Obvi-
ously volunteers and donations are -very

simportant to our operation, and these tend to

come from the local communities and mem-
bers of conservation groups. Being an active
voice for National Parks and being a partici-
pant in the public review of development
proposals that are threatening to further frag-
ment the desert. Teach the children to love
the outdoors'

I wou]d hke to offer you the last word, is
there anything you would like to impart
to those reading this article?

Mojave National Preserve is a very
special part of the Mojave Desert. Many
people virorl!(ed very hard to create the Pre-
serve and it is up to all of us to ensure that

future generations can enjoy this place as we
do. Most of all, get out and enjoy the quiet,
enjoy the dark night skies, enjoy the smells
after a desert rain, and enjoy the vast open
spaces and spectacular landscapes. This is
your national park! .

David Lamfrom is the Cal Desert Field
Rep for NPCA’s Cal Desert Field Office.
David is a relative newcomer to the Cal
Desert and pursues his passions of conser-
vation, wildlife photography, hiking, and

“Herpetology throughout the Mojave.

Editor’s note: This article was re-
printed with permission from The Desert
Report — the news of the desert from Sierra
Club California/Nevada Desert Committee.

To subscribe to The Desert Report,
send a suggested $25 to: Sierra Club Cali-
fornia/Nevada Desert Committee, 3435 Wil-
shire Blvd., #320, Los Angeles, CA 90010
or visit their website at
www.desertreport.org
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The Desert Institute Classes

Experience Nature with the Desert Institute at Joshua Tree National Park. Joshua Tree National Park,

CA, February 5, 2008 ~ The Desert Institute offers exciting, short outdoor courses in cultural history,
natural science, survival skills and the arts where adults can explore the wonders of the park with ex-
pert instructors. Each student will have an intimate learning experience with the natural world. This is
a great way to visit Joshua Tree National Park and the surrounding area, where sunshine is plentiful in
this fascinating backdrop of ancient rock Jformations ard desert vegetation. Below is a course calendar
for fall 2008. For information on fees, locations etc, please call or email the Desert Institute to re-
quest a course catalog at (760) 367-5535 or desemnsutute@zlppnet.net. or visit our website at
www, joshuatree org

February 13-14, 2009 Basic Map & Compass Session A - Do you want the confidence to explore the desert and not |
get lost? Outdoor guide, Karl VonHalle will teach participants how to navigate using & map and compass in this two-
day hands-on field class. Participants will. learn the basics of topomphy map reading, and the history of uawganon
during the Friday evening lecture and then spend all-day Saturday in the field. VonHalle will teach simple and
straightforward fnap and compass skills separately and then combine them in a route-finding adventure in the wilder-

- ness of Joshua Tree National Park. These onentation tcchmqucs are potentially lifesaving skills that will allow partici-

pants to explore the Mldcmss and most importantly find their way back home.

Febnmry 14, 2009 Mining History.of Joshua Tree National Park - Discover the captivating mining history and the
unique geology that created the landscape of Joshua Tree National Park. Margnrﬂ Eggers will explain the natural
processes behind the unique Joshua Tree landscapes and discuss how gold ore was mined and refined in the arca.
Participants will get to experience the rich connection between. the | mining and the gcologlcal stories in person as the
class travels to various historic mining sites within Joshua Tree National Park. During the field session, participants
will learn why there are over 250 abandoned mines in the park and how the gold and other. minerals were processed
and extracted in a harsh but beautiful desert environment created through wcathcnng, erosion, and climate change.

February 15,2009 Advanced Map & Compass - Hone your route finding ability with this advanced map and com-
pass field class. Under the expert guidance of outdoor guide Karl VonHalle, learn how to plan a cross country route
through the wilderness, practice navigation based on land features, calculate triangulation, and the tell the difference
between flat terrain miles and energy miles. During this all-day desert adventure you will travel approximately 8 miles,
charting a course through Joshua Tree National Park to locate specific rock formations and historical landmarks.

February 15, 2009 Explore Ruby Lee Well - Discover a part of Joshua Tree National Park's rich mining history in
this all-day field class. Mark Wheeler will guide the class down a historic mining road that leads from Park Route 11
to the base of the Hexie Mountains. Participants will learn the importance of interior Colorado Desert ecology and
Hexie Mountain geology on the journey to Ruby Lee Well. At the Well, Wheeler will explain the cultural history and
significance of the site and Ruby Lee Mill. On the way back the class will travel via Porcupine wash and learn about
wash ecology, alluvial fans, and maybe see early wildflowers that are unique to that arca. Persons attending must be in
good physical condition, and comfortable spending the day walking up to twelve miles in the park.

‘February 20-21, 2009 - Tracking in Joshua Tree National-Park - Investigate and learn-about the natural world in
this twoday tracking field class. Jim Lowery will explain how to read. the signs and tracks that create natural stories on |
the desert landscape. The class will then venture into the field where participants will become environmental detec- |
tives by identifying and measuring tracks, following gaits, and reading signs to piece together the patterns found in the
desert sand. This class provides a solid background for beginning trackers with ample “dirt time” to provide the best
and quickest track identification instruction.

February 21-22, 2009 Geology & Paleontology of the Pmto Basin - Discover the.prehistoric past of Joshua Tree.-
National Park with paleontologists Kathleen Springer, Eric Scott, and J. Chris Sagebiel in this two-day field class A
lecture describing their geologic and paleontologic research in thc park, followed by a full-day, field trip will reveal the
park’s buried riches of Pleistocene fossils. Participants will leam about the new discoveries ‘that have provided scien- |
tists a revised hypothesis of the pre-history of the Southern California region. The class_ will also learn about the meth-
odology of paleontology mcludmg discovery, recovery, curation and analysis of specimens.

February 22, 2009 Advanced Wilderness Navigation - Learn how to explore the desert using edvanced navigation
techniques with Karl VonHalle, wildemess traveler and educator. This all-day class starts indoors then moves to.the
field for an afternoon in the Wonderland of Rocks. Karl will instruct participants in advanced wilderness navigation by
traveling through boulder piles, washes and canyons combining compass, GPS, USGS quads, and UTM,coordinates to |
determine the classes’ route. Be prepared to spend a day discovering one of the most scerfic arcagin Joshua Tree
National Park covering up to six miles with moderate boulder scrambling. Prerequisitc Map & Compass Basic Skills
or prior map and compass abilities, call if you have any questions. '

February 27-28, 2009 Photogmphy Nature to the Dlglml Studio - Capture the beauty of Joshua Tree National

Park through vour camera lens and learn how to enhance your images in a digital studio. Spelman Evans Downer will |

Rock Climbi Sto | -'

By Bill Engs

Around the time I joined the Sierra
Club in 1958, I attended my first rock climb-
ing practice at Indian Rock, in Berkeley. we
where I was living.. :

I don't recall whether U C Hiking Club
or Sierra Club ran the first event I attended,

‘only that I was drawn to it.

At these sessions, we climbed over low
-angle slopes and boulders. while we waited
for a chance to ascend the more difficult,
steep-rock, using ropes for protection.

-Before I go on, I want to-explain the
process and the terminology. The climber is
protected from a serious fall by a rope tied
around his waist. '

The rope is connected to a "belayer"-

who sits above (in this case) with the rope
running back around his hips, and-he gath-
ers in the rope as the climber progresses

upward. A climber who "peels off" the rock:

can be immediately arrested by the rope
(unless. the belayer has dozed off) and suf-
fers no damage. Simultaneously, the shock
of the fall is absorbed by the body of the
belayer.

On these Indian Rock outings we prac-
ticed easy and difficult climbs, keeping three
points of contact (e.g., two hands and one
foot) with the rock while making a move We
practiced rappels at Indian'Rock, too. - =

From the top of a climb, climbers often .

"rope down" by '"rappelling." A climber
rappels by wrapping a rope (secured at the
1 top by an anchor) around -his torso and low-
ering himself on the rope. The friction of the
rope.on the body allows the rappeler to con-

+trol the descent as he varies the amount of

friction using one. hand. A rappel is done on

a doubled -rope so that by pulling on one .
end, the rope can be retrieved from the bet--

tom.

° Tcan see myself, now, doing my first
rappel. I was holding on to a rope with my
braking hand, walking backward down the
rock toward a drop off.

There was no rock below, just space.
Gettine over the edee felt awkward and

the lip and then hung free, tending to spin-
around on the rope, before I could lower
myself to the bottom. Later, I learned that
most rappels were more stable: I could keep
my feet on the rock .as I descended. Never- |
theless, rappels are the most potentially dan
gerous part of rock climbing.

My first real climbing experience was
on a UCHC trip to Yosemite Valley. We
climbed Sunnyside Bench (rated 5:0:the}-
easiest piton- protected climb, explained
below). 1 was belayed from above, of
course. On later Yosemite outings, with
Sierra Club members; I did many of the
easier Class 5 routes in the Valley including
Monday Morming Slab, lower Royal Arches,
Church - Tower and Lower ‘Brother. A most
memorable climb was on Sentinel Rock (led
by Al Steck). It was windy, and the only way
to communicate ("up rope"” or "slack") was for
us to emit toots, like a steam whistle. At one
point, while making my way along a ledge, I
encountered a three foot .section where the
rock had fallen away. Straddling the gap, I
looked down between my legs and saw a
straight verticat drop of over 2,000 féet to the
Vallev floor. (What was I doing up there?) °.
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© 7" park’s buried riches of Pleistocene fossils. Participanis will lcarn nbout the new discoveries that have provided scien-

tists a revised hypothesis of the pre-history of the Southern California region. The class will also learn about the meth-
odology of paleontology including discovery, recovery, curation and analysis of specimens.

February 22, 2009 Advanced Wilderness Navigation - Learn how to explore the desert using advanced navigation
techniques with Karl VonHalle, wilderness traveler and educator. This all-day class starts indoors then moves to.the
field for an afternoon in the Wonderland of Rocks. Karl will instruct participants in advanced wilderness navigation by
traveling through boulder piles, washes and canyons combining compass, GPS, USGS quads, and UTM,coordinates to
determine the classes’ route. Be prepmd to spend a day discovering one of the most sceric arcagn Joshua Tree
National Park covering up to six miles with moderate boulder scrambling. Prerequisitc Map & Compass Basic Skllfs
or prior map and compass abilities, call if you have any questions.

February 27-28, 2009 Photography: Nature to the Digital Studio - Capture the beauty of ‘Joshiua Tree National
Park through your camera lens and leam how to enhance your images in a digital studio. Spelman Evans Downer will

(Continued.on page 9)

“friction using one hand. A rappeli is done on
a doubled ‘rope so that by pulling.on one .
end, therope can be retrieved from the bet--

tom.

I'can see myself, now, doing my first
rappel. I was holding on to a rope with my
braking hand, walking backward down the

‘rock toward a drop off.

. There was no rock below, just space.
Getting over the edge felt awkward and
somewhat terrifying. Somehow I got over

2~

) memorable climb was on Sentinel Rock (led

by Al Steck). It was windy, and the only way
to communicate ("up.rope” or "slack") was for
us to emit toots, like a steam whistle. At one
point, while making my way along a ledge, 1
encountered a three foot .section where the
rock had fallen away. Straddling the gap, 1
looked down_between my legs and saw ‘a
straight vertical drop of over 2,000 feet to the
Valley floor. (What was I doing up there?)

. (Cormnued on page 11)

'Palm and Pine Advertising

Display Advertising Rates (Black and White)*
Palm and Pine pages are 9 2 inches wide by 14 ' inches
deep.. There are four columns per page. Each column is

2 Yainches wide. Display Advertising is charged at a rate .

of $12.50 per column inch. Write or e-mail for Advertis-
ing Rate Schedule.

Classified Advertising Rates 4
Personal: $0.25 per word. $3.00 minimum.
Commercial: $0.50 per word. $5.00 minimum.
Classified advertising is accepted to a maximum
of 8 lines (40 characters to the line).

Circulation and Distribution

issue. The Chapter member subscription is included in
membership dues. Subscriptions rates for non-members -
is $9.00 for six issues. Single copies are $1.50. The
newsletter is published and distributed on or before the 1% . Title
of the month, six times each year beginning January 1.

[

Wildernegs Wall Calendar

SIERRACLUB
2009 CALENDARS

Sierra Club 2009 Wilderness
Wall Calendar—Spiral bound,
Month-by-month format,
Featuring 12 majestic North
American landscapes. ||

i Sierra Club 2009 Engagement
Calendar

Week-by-week format, featuring
57 spectacular photographs and
“wire-0” binding.

Rates are based on an average circulation of 6,000 per : R Order Form : N

° _’ ~ Titles may be combmed  for quanaty pnang

1—4price  5— 9 price

$12.50

$11.50  $10.50
$13.50 $12.50 $11.50

1 Q+ pnpe Quanmy Price Total

Deadlines . Engagement Calendar \
Deadline: Ist of the month preceding the issue date. o i . Subtoal .. -
(Feb 1, Apr1,Jun 1, Aug 1, Oct 1, Dec 1) : : o
*Shipping to one address: $3.75 for the first calendar and 25 cents for each additional calendar. Shipping*
Submission Make checks payable to Sierra Club and mail this coupon to:
E-mail copy directly to ralphsalisbury@charter.net Sierra Club Calendars, 4079 Mission Inn Ave., Riverside, CA 92501
Send payment fo: Sierra Club, San’ Gorgonio Chapter, (Cost includes all applicable sales taxes computer to the nearest mil) Total

4079 Mission Inn Ave., Riverside, CA 92501. Please B
note that payment is for Palm and Pine advertising and | name

Phone

make Attn: Ladd Seekins. Payment must be received by’

treasurer prior to deadline. Allow at least 2 weeks. Address

" City, State, Zip'code
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RESOLUTION NO. 2007-08-81

~RESOLUTION -OF -THE=-BOARD OF :EDUCATION."OF"
THEZMORENO. VALLEY--UNIFIED SCHOOL..DISTRICT
ELECTING-TO.ABANDON_-CERTAIN. SPECIFIED EAST
MORENO VALLEY 'SCHOOL=SITES; TO ACCEPT THE
CONTRIBUTION OFFERED BY HIGHLAND FAIRVIEW;
AND AUTHORIZING DISTRICT STAFF TO IDENTIFY
NEW SCHOOL SITE LOCATIONS AND TO TAKE SUCH
ACTIONS REASONABLY NECESSARY TO FACILITATE
THE PURPOSE OF THIS RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the Board of Education (*Board”) of the Moreno Valley Unified
School District (“District”) previously adopted Resolution Nos. 2006-07-87 and 2007-08-
47, wherein it approved the construction of a high school, middle school, and elementary
school on certain real property, identified as Riverside County Assessor Parcel Nos.
477-110-001, -002, -003, -004, -009, -010, and -011, 478-220-008, and -007 and located
east and west of Redlands Boulevard between the currently designated Eucalyptus and
Fir Avenues in the east side of the City of Moreno Valley (“Schools®); and .

WHEREAS, in the process of analyzing and planning for the location of the
Schools, significant concerns were identified regarding potentiaily inconsistent uses
between the Schools and proposed warehousing facilities in the vicinity of the Schools
(*“Warehouse Projects”); and

WHEREAS, two of the Warehouse Projects involve the proposed construction
and operation of potentially up to 4 million square feet of new warahousing facilities,
including 624 truck loading docks, and are currently in' varying stages of consideration
before the City of Moreno Valley (“City”), with the potential of a third project which would
include an additional 1 million square feet that has not yet been presented to the Crty
and

WHEREAS, the District's original:siting. of the.Schools. was. based.on
contemplated significant residential. development in the:areas:sumounding: the-Schools.

Those same.areas are. now under. consideration.for rezoning for light. industrial uses, and.

it is-anticipated the:such land use changes.will likely resuit.in:further warehousing
operations further east.and.south.of the Schools, potentially. impacting the proposed
middle:and elementary schools; and

WHEREAS, the District has incurred substantial costs in designing and
conducting required environmental review and testing in connection with the choice of
sites for the Schools but has not yet acquired any of the sites nor commenced
construction of any of the Schools; and

WHEREAS, the District is concermned with the placement of schools in areas
originally planned for residential development and which may now be located in
industrial warehousing areas that may not be conducive to schoois; and

BAW&G/ AH/ad/125071 v§ 1 8
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WHEREAS, Highland Fairview, in its continuing cooperation with the District in its
efforts to provide schools to house its students, has offered to contribute $500,000 to the
District which will allow it to identify and review other school sites that will not be
incompatible with the Warehouse Projects and that, in view of the Warehouse Projects,
will generally provide better sites for the District's schools; and

WHEREAS, it is reasonably probable that environmental concems relative to
conflicts between the Warehouse Projects and the Schools would not be uitimately
resolved until after such time as the District must complete the acquisition of the related
properties and begin construction of, at a minimum, the high school, in order to meet the
educational needs of the District, with no guarantee that the Warehouse Projects would
not have a negative impact on the Schools after construction.

NOW, THEREFORE, THE BOARD DOES HEREBY DETERMINE, RESOLVE,
AND ORDER AS FOLLQWS:

Section 1. The above recitals are true and corréct.

Section 2.  The Board hereby finds and determines that the potentiai
incompatibility of the Warehouse Projects with the proposed Schools, coupled with the
uncertainty of future resolution of those concems within the timeframe required for the
District to open a new high school and Highland Fairview's contribution to assist the
District with the funding of the cost associated with the review and design of other, more
compatible, school sites, so that the District's search for and analysis of new potential
schooi sites will not be at additional public expense, renders pursuit of the Schools, in
their current locations, undesirable.

Section3.  Based on the reasons set forth herein, the Board hereby finds and
determines that it is in the best interests of the District, its students, and the public it
serves, both financially and environmentally, to abandon the School projects, as
previously approved by Resolution Nos. 2006-07-87 and 2007-08-47.

. Sectlon 4. The Board hereby accepts Highlahd Fairview's contribution of
$500,000. '

Sectlon 5. The Board hereby finds and determines that (1) the environmental
concerns previously expressed by the District to the City regarding the Warehouse
Projects, and the allowance of such land uses adjacent to the Schools, will be withdrawn
as they shall no longer apply, as the District will no longer seek to operate schools in the
locations identified as incompatible with the proposed Warehouse Projects; and (2) the
concerns previously expressed by the District to the City conceming the impact of the
. Warehouse Projects on the Schools should be considered and avoided by the District in
selecting other potential sites in a reasonable proximity to the Warehouse Projects.

{Remainder of Page L 2ft Intentionally 3iank)

BAW&G/JAH/ad/125071vS
12057.Q12 04/1572008

N
-0

MV00229233



Section 8.  The Superintendent, or her designee, is hereby authorized to (1)
provide written notice to the City of Moreno Valley, and to any other interested or
involved party or agency, of the District's election to abandon the Schools, as currently
proposed; (2) identify new sites for the proposed Schools, with particular consideration
- to be given to selecting sites that would not place the new schools in conflict with the
proposed Warehouse Projects; and (3) enter into an agreement consistent with Sections
3 and 5 of this Resolution that the District will abandon the Schools projects as defined
herein and consider future warehouse projects in the selection of any school sites east
of Redlands Boulevard and south of Interstate 60; and (4) take any other such action as
may be reasonably necessary to effectuate the purpose of this Resolution.

Section?7. The Board appreciates the cooperation and efforts of Highland
Fairview in assisting the District to provide for future educational opportunities for its
students in a manner consistent with the continuously evolving landscape of the
community of Moreno Valley. '

APPROVED, ADOPTED, ANDSlGNED‘ this 15th day of April, 2008.

By: ‘f/ébu A #’@jﬁ/

Jesug M. Holguin, Prégident of the Board of
Education of the Moreno Valley Unified
Schaool District

ATTEST:

By: /ﬁcwd/&\"

Victoria Baca, Clgrk of the Board of Education -

of the Moreno Valley Unified School District
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THE PRESN-ENTERPRINE

Moreno Valley

Comments 3| Recommend - 1

More distribution centers proposed for Moreno
Valley's eastern side

Block |

&2 Download story podcast |

10:00 PM PDT on Thursday, August 21, 2008

By DAN LEE
The Press-Enterprise

MORENO VALLEY - Highland Fairview ’Prober.tiés;the developer of the Aquabella residential project
and the Skechers logistics facility, is'considering plans to build as much as.35 million square feet im
distribution centers on the eastern side of town.

That potential scenario was included in the draft environmental impact report that the Michael Brandman
Associates consulting firm prepared for the Skechers project. It would affect about 1,800 acres south of
Highway 60 and between Redlands Boulevard and Gilman Springs Road, reducing the number of
homes allowable in the Specific Plan in the area and increasing the land devoted to ' industrial uses.

Although the 1.8 million-square-foot Skechers building is a separate project, Highland Fairview
President Iddo Benzeevi said the scenario was included in the report because residents had asked what
might happen if that area, known as the Moreno Highlands, was developed into a business park.

Hi ghland Fairview has not formally submitted any proposal for logistic centers in the Moreno
Highlands area.
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"It is.an alternative that will be evaluated," Benzeevi said by phone. "We're looking at:every possibility.

Any such proposal would require revising the Moreno Highlands Specific Plan, which would require
the city Planning Commission and the City Council to hold public hearings prior to approval, city
Planning Official John Terell said by phone.

Jobs

.The City Council had approved the Moreno Highlands plan in 1992. The 3,000-acre, master-planned
community would include 7 ,700 homes, a 600-acre business park, schools, golf courses and 120 acres
of city parks. It would add as many as 30,000 new residents to Moreno Valley and 21,000 jobs,
according to city estimates at the time.

Environmental activists sued the city over the plan, claiming that traffic, air pollution and potential
earthquake hazards were not adequately addressed. They also argued that the planned community
" threatened the nearby San Jacinto Wildlife Area. .

Although the projects’ developers decided not to shelve their construction plans in June 1993, citing the
economic downturn at that time, a judge in May 1994 ruled that the city had approved the Moreno
Highlands plan properly. The Moreno Highlands community remains unbunlt

Benzeevn said it'is critical that Moreno Valley develop more of an employment base: Only about 3
percent of Moreno Valley's land can generate jobs, compared with the 10-20 percent in most cities.
Without sufficient local jobs, residents are forced to commute out of town for work, creatmo traffic and
causing them to have less time with their families, he said.

"It is just not acceptable," Benzeevi said. "We need to build sustainable communities."

A big part of the original Highlands plan already was intended for industrial uses, the developer added.
With the addition of distribution centers the Moreno Highlands area could generate more than 26,700
Jjobs, according to Michael Brandman Associates.

Jamil Dada, chairman of the Moreno Valley Chamber of Commerce, said he agrees that Moreno Valley
needs jobs. Dada has supported the Skechers project and proposals by ProLoms and First Industrial
Trust to build distribution centers nearby.

MV00229236
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- Dada added, however, that he would like to see city officials determine what Moreno Valley residents

want on the eastern end. He also said he would like to know what the environmental impact of the
proposed changes might be.

'Still a Mess'

A new grassroots group called Residents for a Livable Moreno Valley is expressing concern about the
proposed distribution centers. Spokesman Bob Franz said he is not opposed to growth or creating more
jobs, but building distribution centers in eastern Moreno Valley does not make sense, given the traffic
and pollution. '

"It's already still a mess heading west (on Highway 60)," Franz said by phone. "I don't think it's a good
idea taking trucks east through the Badlands."

The addition of logistics buildings to the Moreno Highlands would result in less traffic and overall
pollution emissions than the land uses under the existing plan according to Michael Brandman
Associates. However, it would result in increased diesel emissions, the consulting firm found in its
report.

Benzeevi said any logistics or distribution centers built in the Moreno Highlands area would be buiit to
the same standard as the Skechers building, which is seeking the highest rating under the Leadership in
Energy and Environmental Design standards. The developer added that Highland Fairview would take
the necessary steps to minimize the effects on air quality and traffic as much as possible.

The logistics proposal and the future of eastern Moreno Valley are expected to be issues in the Nov. 4

election for the 3rd Council District seat, which represents the area.

Incumbent Frank West has said his constituents are concerned about building distribution centers on the
eastern end of Moreno Valley. But West has four challengers: Robln Hastings, Mike Rios, Ray Carbajal

" Jr.and Robert Burks.

Moreover, the Moreno Valley Taxpayers Association has spent about $120,000 on a campai gn to oust
West and fellow incumbent Councilman Charles White. Highland Fairview Properties has contributed
$60,000 to the effort, according to the most recent campaign finance reports that have been submitted.

Reach Dan Lee o} N o <icc@PE. con
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URDATE 1-Skechers sees Q4 loss; shares fall | Reuters
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- UPDATE 1-Skechers sees Q4

_loss; shares fall

Thu Feb 5, 2009 5:48pm EST

Email | Print| Share| Reprints | Single Page [-] Text (+]
Feb 5 (Reuters) - Shoe maker Skechers USA Inc (SKX.N) said it expects a
fourth-quarter loss as its gross margin declined in a worsening retail

environment, slamming its shares down 22 percent.

Skechers, whose rivals include Deckers Outdoor (DECK.Q) and Timberland
(TBL.N), said it was hit by "U.S. retailers' comps being down significantly
and a number of both retail bankruptcies and going-out-of-business
sales.”

The company, which expects a fourth-quarter loss of 45 cents to 50 cents
a share, believes it will continue to be hurt by these factors in 2009.

The company sald it is cutting additional operating expenses in all key

, areas of business and has reduced its headcount by about 3 percent.

Skechers, which had in October forecast a quarterly profit of 15 cents to
23 cents a share, also said buying plans for many of its key retail partners
may be down about 7 percent to 20 percent across all categories of
merchandise, including footwear, in the first half of 2009,

The company, which expects fourth-quarter sales of $290 million to $300
million, also expects its margins in its international business to be hurt by
worsening economic conditions in several regions outside the United
States. But the company, which in October had forecast quarterly sales of
$305 million to $320 million, expects to break even in the first half of
2009, and return to profitability in the second half of the year.

Analysts on average were expecting the company to post a fourth-quarter
profit of 15 cents a share on revenue of $305.2 million, according to
Reuters Estimates.

Shares of the Manhattan Beach, California-based company fell to $7.85 In
after-hours trade. They had closed at $10.09 Thursday on the New York
Stock Exchange. (Reporting by Renju Jose and Pratish Narayanan in
Bangalore; Editing by Deepak Kannan)

© Thomson Reuters 2009 All rights reserved
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Skechers expects large 4Q loss on higher markdowns - Yahoo! Finance
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NEW YORK (AP) -- Skechers USA Inc. on Thursday said it expects to post a large loss in its fourth
quarter, hurt by higher markdowns as the shoe retailer tried to boost sales, sending shares down sharply
in after-hours trading.
The stock dropped $2.04, or 20 percent, to $8.05 in late
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Skechers expects large 4Q loss on higher markdowns - Yahoo! Finance
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Mayor Richard Stewart

Mayor Pro-Tem Bonnie Flickinger
Council member Bill Batey
Councilmember Robin Hastings
Councilmember Jessie Molina

Just wanted to give you some more of my thoughts on this Highland Fairview project featuring
Skechers, if | may. '

Itis becoming clear now that even a majority of the opponents are saying go ahead, but build it in
Bonnie's district. | believe that Moreno Valley could use a high profile, prestigious'landmark.
Hundreds of thousands of people ( not all Moreno Valley residents) drive back and forth on
Highway 60 and all they presently ses, other than the Mall, is weed infested fields, dilapidated
huts, old tires, broken down oars, etc. This archilectural gem smack in the center of town would
reslore our citizen's pride !

I also believe that because of the state of the economy and due to the fact that all over this
country, companies are tucking their tails between their legs and walking away or‘at least
mothballing projects, that Moreno Valiey will make national news if you approve this project. And
what a message that would send; that little old Moreno Valley, amidst all the turmoil, is flourishing
and attracting global companies. That would definitely create interest from many other large
employers considering new sites |

On the other hand, if you choose to decline this project, you will send @ message loud and clear
that we don't care about global companies, that we don't care about financially stable companies
( very rare today) and that we don’t care that it is the warst economic time in 80 years, we're just
not interested in business. It would be a form of economic suicide !

And finally, please don't let two former council members who are trying to provoke you, influence
your decisions. Moreno Vailey needs bold, visionary leaders to gain back (he stature and respect
that our great community deserves. We need change, not fear mongering.

Thank you,
JAMIL DADA
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TO: The Moreno Valley City Council

RE: Investigation of the November 2008 City Council Election process and results

Please postpone your vote regarding the Sketcher’s project, or any other proposed development
submitted by Iddo Benzeevi/Highland Fairview until a formal investigation into the bona fides of the

November 2008 City Council Election process and resulits is concluded.

Fremont Older
Moreno Valley, CA

J
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February 6" 2009
TO: The Editor, Press Enterprise
RE: The Stench of Corruption In' Moreno Valley Politics: November 2008 City Council election process and results

This letter is in reference to Dan Lee’s report in the February 6", 2009 edition of your newspaper in which he quotes a
former FPPC official-who opined that direct contributions or expenditures on behalf of a candidate’s campaign do not
create a conflict of interest which disables the winning candidate from thereafter voting on a matter which directly affects
the campaign contributor. Sadly, under current California campaign finance laws, that statement is correct.

Confilict of interest is not the issue with respect to the corruption which affected the Moreno Valley City Council
November 2008 election process and resulits.

Pigs Don’t Fly: Itis not a coincidence that council members West and White, who oppose Benzeevi's/Highland
Fairview's proposed warehouse project were ousted from office as the result of a $350,000 smear campaign against them
which was funded with Benzeevi's/Highland Fairview's/Stephen’s money; and that the two newly-elected candidates,
Hastings and Molina; who support Benzeevi's/Highland Fairview's project, received nearly $200,000 in support of their
campaigns from Benzeevi/Highland Fairview, the “Association” and Benzeevi's protégés.

In total, Benéeevi/Highland Fairview, the “Association” using Benzeevi’s/Highland Féiwiew’s money, and their
protégés, committed $500,000 in cash or services to oust West and White and to install Hastings and Molina.

West and White’s combined total expenditures? $40,000.

(1) Money laundering, (2) false reporting and (3) “quid pro qub" (ie cash or property for a vote) are quite illegal in
California and are in issue with respect to the Moreno Valley 2008 City Council election process and results.

A formal investigation by appropriate authorities is required to determine whether money was laundered (ie. whether the
actual “source” of campaign contributions or expenditures in opposition to West and White and in support of Hastings and

Molina were falsely reported) and whether any city council member sold their vote on Benzeevi's/Highland Fairview’s
proposed warehouse project.

Using the Subpoena power of the Riverside County District Attorney’s Office and the California State Attorney General,
tracing is required to determine:

- the beneficial ownership of Highland Fairview (tracing past fictitious names, nominees etc.)

- the actual source (as opposed to the name of the remitter) of donations to the Moreno Valley Taxpayer's
Association and to the contributors to the Molina and Hastings campaigns. Detailed tracing of bank records
is required which can only be accomplished through issuance and enforcement of Subpoenas.

- the beneficial ownership (ie tracing past fictitious business names and “nominees”) of all tracts of land
which will be directly or indirectly benefited by approval of the proposed amendment to the General Plan,
thereby paving the way for unfettered, “boot-strapped” warehouse developmenits in the East end of the City

- the fact and substance of any contacts or relationship between Benzeevi/Highland Fairview, or their
agents or “entities”, [eg. LLCs, Joint Ventures, Trusts etc. purchasing/transferring/holding land in the area
subject to the proposed amendment to the General Plan] and Council members Batey, Hastings, Molina, or
Stewart, as well as Planning Commissioner Geller prior to the election and their contributors

Benzeevi's/Highland Fairview’s relationship with any contributor to the “Association” and to the
Moli_na or Hasting’s campaign, including the political consultants who extended more than $30,000 in
credit to the Hasting's campaign and contributed services to the Molina campaign.

Fremont Older
Moreno Valley, CA
cc. Michael Cabral, Riverside County District Attorney
Gary W. Schons, Senior Assistant California State Attomey General
California Fair Political Practices Commission
Moreno Valley City Council
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Riverside’s Economy and Environment Pl lre Fecanc)

Dear City Council Members:

o =

) ) O ™
Re: Highland Fairview Corporate Park - m 30
: 4 : m -
S A3
The developer’s report attempts to.sell you the idea that this project would be so o r‘?,oo
wonderful that it should be approved. The report refers to the “aesthetics” of the - =< rr';
project. But aesthetics cannot compensate for nor can they mitigate the harmful i grr_»_ -
impacts this massive project would have on our communlty Please factor into your = “;17;

decision the following issues: : N <.

1.

You must vote over-rldlhg conSIderatlons on AIR QUALITY. All the warehouse
workers will be subjected to sugmﬂcant health problems from the thousands: of
daily truck trips - one every 40 seconds in every 24 hours. The massive area

~ where workers labor is not air-conditioned; thus, they must continually breathe
" the toxic diesel pollution, which will eventually -affect most with health problems.

Our very poor air quality will become even worse with this project’s diesel trucks
- many times more than what existing zoning would allow. More than just “jobs
now”, we need healthy jobs. :

. There are two projects that are adjacent to this one, Wthh would. add

3,000,000 more square feet of warehousing/logistics centers. If you approve
this project, you are in reality approving all three, for a total of 5,000,000
square feet of polluting warehousing. The Sierra.Club and CAREE do not believe
the cumulative, growth-inducing impacts have been thoroughly analyzed for .
environmental impacts on our community. The “logistic. modified General Plan”
(LMGP) concept proposed by the developer is something that must be -
incorporated into the document now before you. Just saying the developer has
not submitted paperwork for the LMGP does not justify not having this
foreseeable project’s information prior to your vote.

.- Noise will substantially increase, and you are telling hundreds, if not thousands

of residents to “grin and bear it” so you can approve this unhealthy project.

'~ State Route 60 through Moreno Valley has few trucks compared to Interstate

10. This project and its growth-inducing impacts will change our commuter

freeway into one that makes those who live close to it suffer significant noise
and pollution impacts from all the noisy, polluting diesel trucks. The 500-foot
buffer needs to be 500 meters (or 1600 feet) and must extend southwest as

~well as directly south.This raises a question as to. where the environmental

justice analysis is in this document. It is totally lacking and needs to be before

~you prior to any vote.

25 o MRS A W R TR O w SR e S

Greenhouse effects and climate change have not been mitigated. The LEED-
certified buuldlng even the lowest level of certification ~ probably will not

T T
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happen. That is why the developer is now qualifying the certification. If we want
water in Southern California, we need snow packs in the northern mountains.
Think of your children’s and grandchildren’s future and demand more than what
the developer believes is “feasible”.

S. Another issue that has not been resolved prior to your vote is TRAFFIC. The
developer does not factor in all existing approved projects (like Moreno
Highlands with 6,000-plus homes and zoning for 20,000 jobs). The FEIR states
that there are two lanes that allow you to continue west from the 60 to the
215. In reality only the SR 60 lane on the far left allows you to continue west,
while the other lane forces drivers to exit at Central Avenue. Until the traffic
analysis deals with this issue, you cannot vote to certify this EIR because it is
inadequate. You must realize that while 2,200 daily diesel truck trips may not -
sound overwhelming, they represent one every 40 seconds for 24 hours every

~ day. If the two adjacent warehouses are approved, then you are looking at
adding one noisy, polluting diesel truck to Highway 60 every 10 to 15 seconds
for 24 hours a day - something to look forward to as we head west on that
single lane. The FEIR tries to convince you that a truck is like 1 ¥ cars. | would
rather be behind two Hondas than one noisy, polluting diesel truck. Please
remember that in 7 to 14 years, we may have “cleaner” trucks, but not “clean”.
You, however, could require only cleaner trucks (strongly recommended by
AQMD as feasible) and protect Moreno Valley residents as well as the workers.

6. Alternative sites have not been expanded to include other possibilities and
thoroughly analyzed. [-215 has no houses along it and is built with overpasses
and road-width to handle this number of diesel trucks. Why hasn’t the old golf
course at Norton Air Base been suggested? That was at one time a strong
possibility. The Banning/Beaumont area would, like Norton, be better for. trucks
because I-10 is also built for them, and trucks would not need to use SR-60.to
get to that area. _ ‘

7. You cannot satisfy impacts to threatened and endangered species by simply
paying a mitigation fee. You must thoroughly analyze impacts to each species
and how the fee will further each species’ recovery. '

Please vote to continue the project tonight so you can read and study all information
presented to you, including the attached stories, which are very relevant to this
project’s impact on our community. Please keep both the Sierra Club and CAREE
informed of future documents and meetings related to this project by using the

Conservation Chair CAREE

Moreno Valley Group of the Sierra Club 'I:: 0. B_Cc;x 5199
26711 Ironwood Avenue iverside, CA 92517-5199

Moreno Valley, CA 92555-1906  <BD Z,pages axx & /1€ Plan

@ 3f46M MV USDH Rléélu}';dn Ne, 2097065,

@”‘Cg. Ay &9“"&5 Boerd
@ ('Pﬂgea o Sﬁgrg

. - ' »
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Air Pollution

* Issue primarily in Western Riverside Céunty

* Riverside County is first in the nation for asthma, heart disease, respiratory
ailments -

Inland Empire has worst air.quality in Célifornia

Mira Loma area has the highest levels of particulate pollution in the US
(SCAQMD, Multiple Air Toxics Exposure Study ll, Mar 2000)

* Diesel particulates are 71% of the major pollutants contributing to cancer risk

:\: thezeo%g;nh Coast Air Basin (SCAQMD, Multiple Air Toxics Exposure Study i,
ar

* The largest source of diesel emissions in the South Coast Air Basin is the
goods movement industry - ’

T AMBRID G

Major Sources of Diesel Emissions (SCAG
Region)

Farm  Trains Stationary Cars / Buses

Equipment

Trucks - 54%

Ships

Construction
Equipment

Source: California Air Resources Board
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SB 375: CALIFORNIA ADOPTS NEW LAW GEARED TO REDUCE GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS BY
INTEGRATING REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION AND LAND USE PLANNING

By Rafael F. Muilenburg, James E. Pugh, and Michael Hansen

- On-September 30, 2008, the rules governing regional planning changed dramatically when Governor Schwarzenegger ‘
signed Senate Bill No. 375 ("SB 3757) into law. SB 375, in its essence, attempts to control greenhouse gas ("GHG")
emissions by curbing urban.sprawl through the implementation of "sustainable community strategies” in land use and
transportation planning, along with various related incentives relating to housing development.

SB 375 was put together through an unusual compromise that brought together the diverse interests of the California
Building Industry Association, League of California Cities, environmental groups, and affordable housing advocates.
The "compromise” nature of the bill is apparent from the text - most of the mandatory requirements or "teeth”
contained in earlier versions of the bill have been stripped out, and the final bill represents a hodgepodge of
different provisions that advance the respective goals of the various constituent groups. Nonetheless, the planning -
requirements of the bill are likely to have significant and direct "persuasive” effect on local jurisdictions and
developers, and these requirements may obtain further force under certain developing CEQA requirements relating to
climate change (as discussed below). '

SB.375 creates a complex set of requirements that may represent the first step towards creating an overarching
strategy for pursuit of regional transportation-oriented development and the AB 32 goals for GHG emissions
reduction. Although the extent of the actual substantive changes SB 375 will trigger is difficult to quantify, the
likely impact of the bill should not be minimized - its implementation over the next few years will tell the tale.
Whatever the ultimate ou‘tcome,'interested parties throughout California, from regional transportation agencies to
local governmental agencies to land developers and industries alike, will need to navigate this new legal landscape

as it evolves. For such partieS; it is critical to carefully consider SB 375's provisions now and become involved early on
in its implementation.

Background Information

The bill applies to every region in the state that has a Metrbpolitan Planning Organization ("MPQ"), which is a
policy-making organization made up of representatives from local government and transportation authorities. MPOs
receive state and federal funds to accomplish regional transportation planning. 4
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California has 18 MPOs. Please see the attached map that shows the jurisdictional boundaries for the state's 18 ‘
MPOs. Most of the MPOs cover a single county, such as the San Diego Association of Governments ("SANDAG") and the
Santa Barbara Association.of Governments, while the MPOs in certain regions cover multiple counties. For example,
the Bay Area region's MPO is the Metropolitan Transportation Commission ("MTC"). associated with the Association of
Bay Area Governments ("ABAG"), which serves nine counties, and the MPO for the Los Angeles region and adjoining
counties is the Southern California Association of Governments ("SCAG").

MPOs prepare the region's Regional Transportation Plan ("RTP"). The RTP sets forth the long-range (20 year)
transportation plan for the region and is based upon a set-of land use assumptions about future development
patterns. The RTP identifies the existing and future transportation needs in the region and includes rough cost
estimates. RTPs must be updated every four or five years, depending on whether the region meets federal air quality
attainment standards. '

What Does SB 375 Say?

The bill requires all Metropolitan Plannihq Organizations ("MPOs") to update their Regional Transportation Plans
("RTPs") so that resulting development patterns and supporting ;rahsportation networks can reduce GHG emissions by
the amounts to be set by the California Air Resources Board ("CARB"). The lénguag_e of SB 375 articulates changes to
the landscape of regional planning and the applicable standards for analysis of transportation-related climate change
impacts under CEQA through a multi-pronged approach. The key elements of that approach include:

1. Regional GHG Targets : . '

" AB 32 requires CARB to set reduction targets for the state for various sectors of the economy. CARB will soon release

its Scoping Plan, which the board plans to adopt by January 1, 2009. The Scoping Plan will include reduction targets
for the state and a strategy for meeting those targets. SB 375 requires CARB to divvy up the state targets and assign
each region a target for the automobile and light truck sectors for 2020 and 2035.

_To develop these targets, the bill requires CARB to create a Reg1onal Targets Advisory Committee by January 31, 2009

to recommend facts to consider and methodologles to use for setting the regional GHG targets. The committee must
be comprised of representatives of the MPQs, affected air dlstncts, the League of California Cities, the. California
State Association of Counties, local transportation agencies, and members of the public. The Regional Targets
Advisory Committee must submit its report to CARB with its recommendation by September 30, 2009. In turn, CARB
will review the report and must provide targets for each region by June 30, 2010.

Interested parties may want to closely monitor the formation of the Regional Targets Advisory Committee and
the rest of the process to ensure that CARB sets the targets for each region in a reasonable manner.

2, Sustainable Communi’ty Strategies

Each of the Metropolitan Planning Organizations described above ("MPQOs") that are tasked with implementing SB 375
must incorporate a Sustainable Community Strategy ("SCS") as a new linchpin element of its Régional Transportation
Plan ("RTP"). The SCS will be effectively a blueprint-like set of planning assUmptions that shape the land use
component of the RTP. Its goal is to prorhote development density near urban cores and transit centers.

Under SB 375, each SCS prepared by an MPO must, at a minimum, (a) identify the general location of uses, residential
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densities, and building intensities within the region; (b) identify a transportation network to serve the
transportation needs of the region; (c) identify areas within the region sufficient to house all the population of the
region over the life of the RTP; (d) include a discussion of how the development pattern and transportation network
can work together to reduce greenhouse gas emissions; and (e) set forth a forecasted development pattern for the
region, which, when integrated with the transportation network and other transportation measures and policies, will
reduce the GHG emissions from automobiles and light trucks to achieve, if there is a feasible way to do so, the
reduction targets set by CARB. Determining what is “feasible” will likely be a much-debated (and potentially
litigated) subject, especially considering that SB 375 uses the definition of “feasible” found in CEQA, thus
incorporating a standard that is extremely flexible and case-specific. CARB must certify that the final SCS meets the
regional targets before it is enforceable.

1f CARB does not approve the SCS, the MPO can revise and resubmit it. Alternatively, if it is clear that "federal
planning requirements” preclude meeting the GHG emissions targets or if the public will not accept the proposed
framework of the SCS, the MPO must adopt an Alternative Planning Strategy ("APS"). The APS would theoretically show
how the GHG emissions targets.could be achieved through alternative development patterns or additional
transportation measures. The APS would not be adopted as part of the RTP and would not be considered an
"applicable land use plan” under CEQA. In contrast, because the SCS is the land use plan for the RTP, inconsistency
between a project and the SCS could form the basis of a significant environmental impact under CEQA.

Prior to adoption of the SCS, the MPO must conduct at least two informational meetings in each county within the
region for members of the board of supervisors and city councils. Each MPO must also adopt a Public Participation
Plan for development of the SCS that includes: outreach efforts to encourage active participation of a broad range of
stakeholder groups; consultation with congestion management agencies, transportation agencies, and transportation
commissions; workshops for the public; circulation of a draft SCS for at least 55-days; and at least three public
hearings on the draft SCS. - '

Land owners and other interested parties in each region should be actively involved in the development of the
SCS through the above process to advocate for current and future projects to be included within the "forecasted
development patterns” submitted for approval in the SCS.

3. Regional Housihg and Transportation Planning

SB 375 requires that planning for transportation and housing occur together. To accomplish that goal, the bill
extends the general plan housing element update period from five to eight years, thereby synchronizing those efforts
with the eight-year Regional Housing Needs Allocation ("RHNA") periods. Procedurally, the MPOs will first allocate -
housing units among cities and counties using the RHNA. Those allocations must be consistent with the approved
SCS. Second, and based on the RHNA, the local governments must submit a new housing element to the Department
of Housing and Community Development. The hoUsing element must comply with various planning requirements
provided in Section 65583 of the California Government Code as amended by SB 375. Then, the local governments
have 3 years to rezone parcels within the housing element boundaries to demonstrate consistency with the SCS.

If a local government fails to do so, the local government generally may not disapprove a housing development
project, or impose other discretionary measures to make the project infeasible, if the project.is otherwise consistent
with the SCS. (Thetocal government may only disapprove the project if it makes findings based.on substantial

" evidence that the project would adversely impact public health and safety.) This may give project proponents

significant additional 'leverage to obtain local approval of infill or high-density projects that are consistent with the
SCs. . , .
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4. Transportation Funding

SB 375 focuses public transportation funds on mfrastructure improvements that are consistent with or facilitate the
SCS. The financial element of the RTP will. recommend that projects consistent with the SCS be financed with regional
improvement funds - presumably, it will be harder to obtain funding for projects that are inconsistent with the SCS.
This may result in increasingly privately financed transportation infrastructure, such as toll roads, to fund those
developments that are not considered consistent with the SCS.

5. Streamlined CEQA Review for Qualifying Projects

SB 375 fast-tracks "transit-priority projecté" that are consistent with general use designation, density, building
intensity, and applicable policies specified in either the SCS or APS. it also provides CEQA exemptions and
streamlining provisions for certain residential and mixed use projects that are consistent with such policies (this
generally includes certain infill and high-density projects located adjacent to transportation nodes or corridors, which
satisfy other applicable policies such as providing affordable housing on site). SB 375 provides detailed definitions
regarding what characteristics these qualifying projects must include; and it outlines the streamlined CEQA
procedures that apply to qualifying projects. . '

What Does SB 375 Not Say?

Specific "disclaimer” language was inserted into the bill at the behest of the various interest groups that reached the
compromise on the legislation, which expressly provide that "nothing” in the bill {the six "nothings”) shall:

1. Be interpreted to supersede the prerogatives of local agencies over land use planning;
2. Be interpreted to. limit the California Air Resources Board's authority under any law;
3. Be interpreted to authorize the abrogation of vested rights;

4. Require a local agency's tand use policies and regulations to be consistent with the regional plans that are
created;

5. Require-a metropolitan planning organization to approve a strategy inconsistent with federal law; or
. 6. Relieve a public or private entity or any person from compliance from any other law.

SB 375 further states that "Nor will the plans that are developed under the provisions of SB 375 regulate the use of
tand.”

These “disclaimer” provisions may lead to arguments in the future regarding their interpretation, as some of them
arguably conflict with other provisions of SB 375. For example, though the plans developed under SB 375 may not
regulate the use of land directly, they certainly have a strong indirect effect on the planning process that controts

" land use, and may in some cases act to "supersede the prerogatives of local agencies over land use plannmg Such
- issues could very well be the subject of litigation in years to come.

When Will SB 375 Be. Implemented?

e December 11, 2008: CARB plans to adopi the Scoping Plan required by AB 32 on this date. Th-e Scoping Plan
must inclqde state-wide GHG reduction targets for various sectors of the economy. We may want to provide
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comments on the proposed final plan.

+ January 31, 2009: CARB must create a Regional Targets Advisory Committee, which must recommend facts to
consider and methodologies to use for divvying up the state targets and assigning each region a target for the
automobile and’ light truck sectors for 2020 and 2035.

« September 30, 2009: The Regional Targets Advisory Committee must submit a report to CARB with its
recommendation regarding the regional targets.

e June 30, 2010: CARB must provide each region its GHG emissions reduction targets for use in the region's next
RTP update. .

« After June 30, 2010: Each MPO must prepare an SCS (and possxbly an APS) as part of its next regular RTP

update.

So, What Does SB 375 Really Do?

Ultimately, no one knows exactly what SB 375 will do, other than create a series of planning milestones that must
be met between now and 2010, and then into the future. These milestones may be what is needed to begin to pull
the diverse landscape of regional planning together into a coherent policy for meeting California's housing and
transportation needs into the future. Each agency and_pro’perty owner will need to evaluate the legislation to
determine how it affects them and how to address its dictates, and stay closely in contact with the planning
processes.being conducted by CARB and by the local MPO will affect specific properties located within their
jurisdictions and/or ownerships.

.For land owners it could provide significant density incentives and CEQA streamlining benefits for certain

transit-oriented p;rojects. Land owners may also want to consider promoting an SCS that is favorable to their parcel.
One way to do this is to join the advisory committees established by each MPO that will shape the development of
each RTP, or otherwise participate in the public processes established by each MPO as described above. There are
also incentives to develop housing with a minimum of 49% affordable units, since these projects may quahfy for an
"anti-NIMBY" defense if a local government fails to grant the necessary approvals for a pro;ect that meets zoning
requirements and the applicable requ1rements specified in SB 375.

On the downside, traditional auto-oriented development (i.e., "sprawl’) will be even more carefully scrutinized under:
SB 375, as the ultimate goal for the SCS is to meet GHG emissions targets set by CARB. For agencies, the
transportation-funding provisions of SB 375 could provide access to funds for meeting their transportation goats, for
projects that are consistent with an adopted SCS - however, transportation funding may be more scarce for
infrastructure outside the urban core. On the brighter side, SB 375 requires that realistic "planning assumptions” be
applied under federal law, and this may allow for arguments on behalf of land owners in shaping the SCS 'process, e.g.
that feasibility and financeability of future projects should be considered. Both local agencies and developers will
need to be alert to these issues in planning future proj‘ects and arguments supporting the inclusion of proposed
projects within the SCS will need to be carefully analyzed.

On the CEQA side, the implementation of SB 375 will present both significant challenges and significant
opportunities. The legislation contemplates CEQA exemptions for "transit-priority projects" as discussed above and
other CEQA streamlining for projects that are consistent with the applicable SCS. Likewise, the new CEQA guidelines
currently being considered by ARB and the Office of Planning and Research would grant projects that are consistent
with the applicable SCS (at either a program level or an individual-project level) an exemption from having to analyze
their transpoﬂ:ation-related impacts to global climate change. On the other hand, it is fairly clear (through not
explicitly stated) in 5B 375 that proposed new projects that are inconsistent with an adopted SCS will be more likely
to be viewed as having a significant transportation-related impact to climate change, which will require mitigation.
These details, like so many others, will be fleshed out in the upcoming months as the legislation is implemented.
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For all of these reasons, it is essential to carefully consider SB 375 provisions and how they will affect the
properties and business plans of land owners and developers, and the future responsibilities of local agencies, as
early as possible. -

Sheppard Mullin has a team of 60 attorneys throughout Catifornia with specialized knowledge and experience in land
use, real estate, and environmental law, and an interdisciplinary team of attorneys specializing in global climate
change law in California and other jurisdictions, who can advise clients on SB 375 and other evolving climate change
rules in a wide variety of practice specialties and issue areas. Several of our attorneys have been involved in the
development and early implementation of SB 375, and have been spéaking as well as writing on the topic. As such,
our attorneys are well-positioned to assist developers and public agencies in benefiting from SB 375 or avoiding its
pitfalls.
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