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Paleontological Mitigation Program 
Modular Logistics Center Project  

(APNs 312-250-030, -031, -032, -036, -037, and -038) 
 
1.  Monitoring of mass grading and excavation activities shall be conducted in areas identified as 
likely to contain paleontological resources by a qualified paleontologist or paleontological 
monitor.  Monitoring will be conducted generally below five feet in depth in areas of grading or 
excavation in undisturbed, very old alluvial fan sediments (Qvofa on geologic map, Attachment 3), 
as well as where over excavation of the thin veneer of younger alluvial valley sediments (Qyvsa on 
geologic map, Attachment 3) will encounter the older alluvial fan deposits in the subsurface.  The 
qualified paleontological consultant may revise the monitoring protocol, including the depths at 
which monitoring should be initiated, if the initial grading cuts reveal a greater potential for fossils 
at depths less than five feet.  Paleontological monitors will be equipped to salvage fossils as they 
are unearthed to avoid construction delays and to remove samples of sediments that are likely to 
contain the remains of small fossil invertebrates and vertebrates.  The monitor must be empowered 
to temporarily halt or divert equipment to allow for the removal of abundant or large specimens in 
a timely manner.  Monitoring may be reduced if the potentially fossiliferous units are not present 
in the subsurface, or if present, are determined upon exposure and examination by qualified 
paleontological personnel to have low potential to contain or yield fossil resources. 
 
2.  Preparation of recovered specimens to a point of identification and permanent preservation, 
including screen washing sediments to recover small invertebrates and vertebrates, if necessary.  
Preparation of individual vertebrate fossils is often more time-consuming than for accumulations 
of invertebrate fossils. 
 
3.  Identification and curation of specimens into a professional, accredited public museum 
repository with a commitment to archival conservation and permanent retrievable storage (e.g., the 
Western Science Center Museum, 2345 Searl Parkway, Hemet, California  92543).  The 
paleontological program should include a written repository agreement prior to the initiation of 
mitigation activities.   
 
4.  Preparation of a final monitoring and mitigation report of findings and significance, including 
lists of all fossils recovered and necessary maps and graphics to accurately record their original 
location.  The report, when submitted to the appropriate lead agency, will signify satisfactory 
completion of the project program to mitigate impacts to any paleontological resources.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
















